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PICTURED (back row, left to right): Richard 
Bellinger, principal officer for libraries; Mike 
Church, local children's poet; Dr Rhys Jones; 
deputy Mayor, Coun Richard Young and deputy 
Mayoress, Annette Young - pictured with pupils 
front primary schools in Maesteg. 

Photograph by Toby Apperley. 

(SEE EULL STORY ON PAGE 4). 




Samantha B is 
delighted 
to announce 
that ^9 is hack 
in town! 

Call in to view the 
autumn/winter 
collection. 

Look forward to 
seeing yon! 

• Marble • Oscar B • Brandex • 
Adini • Strawberry Bay • 
Emreco • Poppy 

4 Wick Road, Ewenny, 
Vale of Glamorgan, 
GF35 5BL 
■B Tel: 01656 

Vr 658388 


POLICE CHECKS ON 
DOOR SUPERVISORS 


SOUTH Wales Police, in 
conjunction with the Security 
Industry Authority (SIA), 
carried out spot checks across 
Bridgend and Maesteg on 
Friday, October 24, to check the 
compliance of those operating 
as door supervisors at pubs and 
clubs. 

Police officers and licensing 
officers from South Wales Police, in 
consultation with investigators from 
the SIA, visited premises in Bridgend 
and Maesteg to ensure they were all 
SAI licensed and meeting licence 
conditions. 

Eight venues were visited and 25 
door supervisors were inspected. Of 


the supervisors inspected, only two 
failed to comply with SIA licensing 
conditions by not displaying valid SIA 
licences while on duty. 

Under the Private Security Act 
2001, it is an offence not to have 
possession of the valid licence while 
on duty as a door supervisor. The two 
door supervisors concerned were 
issued with warnings. 

PS Dave Williams, from Licensing, 
said: ‘^Well-trained, licensed door 
staff are key to making the night-time 
environment safe in our towns. 

“At best, they are able to anticipate 
potential offences and prevent them 
getting out of hand, or at least 
keeping the public safe until the 
police can arrive ”. 


^Last chance’ 
for woman 
with 100 
convictions 


A WOMAN with 
100 previous 

convictions, most of 
them for drink- 
related matters, has 
been given her “last 
chance” at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

Rhiannon Roper (24) 
of Swyn-yr-Afon, Kenfig 
Hill, appeared for 
offences of shoplifting, 
assaulting a police 
officer, a breach of an 
ASBO, and the breach of 
a suspended sentence and 
a community order. 

She pleaded guilty and 
sentence was adjourned 
until next month for her 
to “engage with the 
authorities and keep out 
of further trouble”. 

Judge Eleri Rees said 
the court was left with a 
stark choice and she felt 
that the odds that Roper 
would comply with 
orders were low. 

She warned her: “If 
you fail to take 
advantage, you will be 
back in custody. It is up 
to you, it is your last 


REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 


chance.” 

Prosecutor Tony Trigg 
said that on October 13, 
Roper went to a Spar 
shop in Bridgend drunk, 
and began swearing at 
everybody, before 
walking out with a bottle 
of wine, which she 
smashed. 

Police spotted her in 
Bridgend town centre, 
and she was arrested for 
breaching an ASBO by 
being drunk. 

Roper was released on 
bail, and six days later 
was seen drunk again in 
Dunraven Place, 

Bridgend. She was taken 
into custody and spat in 
the face of a police 
officer. 

The court heard she 
had convictions for 100 
offences, mainly drink- 
related, damaging 

property, assaulting the 
police, affray and breach 
of an Anti-Social 
Behaviour Order. 

Mr Trigg said she was 
in breach of a suspended 


sentence of 20 weeks for 
throwing a chair at 
someone in the Five 
Bells Inn, Bridgend. 

When she was 
arrested, she punched a 
police constable to the 
head. 

The breach of the 
community order 

involved theft and affray, 
during which she 
produced a knife when 
the police arrived on the 
scene. 

Her counsel, Hugh 
Wallace, said: “This is a 
desperate case involving 
an intelligent young 
woman back in court 
again. When sober, she 
is extremely pleasant. 
Custody would be a 
disaster because she 
would lose her 
accommodation.” 

Roper read a letter to 
the court apologising for 
her behaviour and 
claimed she had been left 
without any mental 
health support. 


Door Magic 

Replacement Kitchen Doors and Worktops Established i5 years 
For Free Friendly Advice 

Freephone 0800 130 3710 
or 01656 478498 

Or visit us at: 

Unit 8, Kodak House, Abergarw Trading 
Estate, Bridgend, CF32 9LW. 

6 Year Guarantee. 

We will beat 
any price guaranteed. 

Hundreds of doors. 
Available any size. 

Family run business 

GUARANTEED to beat any PRICE 

Covering South and West Wales. 

See more of our work at www.doormagic.co.uk 
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EVERYONE IS A HERO AS LOCAL 
SCHOOL RALLIES TO PUDSEY! 


SHORTAGE OF 


BATTERIES 


I F, like me, you 
have found it 
necessary to 
wear a hearing aid, 
then you have also, 
like me, had to 
regularly replace 
those essential little 
batteries, because 
they are not re¬ 
chargeable . 

Now if we need a 
battery for any other 
possession such as 
torches, watches, radios, 
etc., you can get them 
just about anywhere 
within walking distance, 
but not hearing aids! 

One has to visit the 
hospital personally, or 
send a stamped 
addressed envelope to 
access further supplies. 

Why? I have 
enquired in chemists, 
doctors surgeries, health 
centres and finally to 
MP Alun Cairns about 
this. He helped by 
enquiring from Mark 
Drakeford, the Welsh 


Minister for Health, the 
reason for this. 

The reply came that: 
“The decision to close 
the centres and centralise 
the supply of batteries 
was made due tp the 
difficulties in ensuring 
that all centres were 
adequately stocked with 
batteries to meet the 
increased demand”. 

It further states that if 
you cannot personally 
visit your hospital then 
you can make; “A 
request by telephone for 
a postal service... The 
patient will not be 
expected to pay for 
postage, this cost will be 
met by the audiology 
department”. 

Apparently, this last 
statement is based on 
what happens at Heath 
Hospital in Cardiff, but 
is not so at The Princess 
of Wales Hospital in 
Bridgend. 

Cynthia Merrett, 
Llantwit Major. 


Community 
allotment’s ‘thank 
you’ to traders 


W 


E are a 

small 

privately- 


run local 
community 
allotment in Kenfig 
Hill, Bridgend. 

Each year, we hold a 
free barbecue with a 
bonfire and fireworks 
evening for the local 
community. We held this 
event on November 8. 

We had the help and 
support from local 
businesses, retailers and 
people from the 
community of Kenfig 
Hill, Pyle and 
Bridghend, with 
donations of money and 
food for the evening. 


Without these 
donations, this event 
would not have been 
able to take place. 

The Park Street 
allotment committee 
want to thank them for 
their generosity; a great 
evening was had by all. 

I would also like to 
thank all Park Street 
committee members who 
worked on the evening 
and before the event for 
all their hard work that 
made it such a 
successful evening. 

We hope to see you 
all next year - thank 
you. 

G E Grant, allotment 
secretary, and G Mason, 
allotment chairman. 


Local choir thanks 
Glamorgan GEM 

M any thanks for the superb 

layout of our recent feature in 
The GEM. 

It created considerable interest and helped in 
attracting 20 potential members to our taster 
session. 

Please extend my thanks to the staff for their 
support and guidance. 

Gareth Jones, 

(Barry Male Voice Choir). 


ANYONE passing through 
Porthcawl last Friday 
would have no doubt been 
curious to find Superman, 
Buzz Lightyear, Wonder 
Woman and a whole host of 
other Super Heroes in the 
area. 

But a closer look would have 
revealed that it was simply the 
pupils and staff from St Clare’s 
School, who once again came 
together to show their support for 
BBC Children in Need. The 
theme for the day, which was set 
by the BBC as ‘be a hero’ inspired 
pupils and staff to come to school 
in a range of creative, brightly 
coloured costumes. 

There were also a number of 
fundraising activities that took 
place on the day, which all 
together raised an impressive 
£1,181 for Children in Need. With 
just under 300 pupils in the whole 


school, this was a fantastic total 
and superseded the amounts raised 
by St Clare’s in previous years. 

The day started with pupils in 
the senior school being able to bid 
to be the ‘master’ of a sixth former 
for the day. The winning bidders 
were able to order members of the 


sixth form to carry out any tasks 
they wished, such as homework, 
carrying bags, and queuing in the 
dining hall for lunch. 

This was followed by a number 
of activities at lunch time, the 
most popular being ‘throw a 
sponge at a teacher’. Senior 
school pupils were surprisingly 
keen to have the opportunity to 
soak their favourite teachers, and 
the action became even more 
heated when headmaster Mr 
Antwis arrived dressed as Mr 
Incredible, ready to be a target for 
the wet sponges and buckets of 
water. 

Meanwhile in the prep school, 
the younger pupils gathered 
around and placed their coins on a 
giant picture of Pudsey Bear, 
which raised over £100. 

A fun day was had by all, and 
the generosity of St Clare’s pupils, 
parents and staff was once again 
demonstrated. JH 


£2,5m loan could see ISO 
homes built in Maesteg 


OVER 130 new 
houses could be 
built in Maesteg, 
thanks to a £2.5m 
loan from the Welsh 
Government to 
carry out landscape 
inmrovements. 

The loan will be used 
to complete site 
inspections and 

remediation work at 
three locations in the 
vicinity of Crown Road 


and Ffordd Dysgu and it 
is hoped that the land 
could be put on the open 
market for future 
residential development. 

The first site is at the 
former Maesteg Lower 
Comprehensive School 
playing field, which 
could potentially 

accommodate 38 houses, 
with room for expansion 
on the former Glanllynfi 
House site next to it. 

The second and third 


sites form part of the 
Maesteg Washery 

reclamation, and are 
located either side of 
Ffordd Dysgu, which 
leads to the new 
comprehensive school. If 
the scheme goes ahead, 
they could accommodate 
a combined total of 98 
houses. 

“Because of historic 
mining activity in the 
area, some of the 
locations will be subject 


Council backs White Ribbon 


BRIDGEND County Borough 
Council is preparing to take part 
in 16 days of action to support 
the White Ribbon campaign 
against domestic abuse. 

At 11.45am on November 25, the 
council will raise the White Ribbon 
flag above its Civic Ojfices to show its 
support for the movement, which is led 
by men who oppose violence against 
women. 

Ospreys rugby stars Joe Bearman 
and Ryan Bevington will join White 
Ribbon ambassador Lee Jukes, 
councillors and representatives from 
the police, fire service, health sector 
and domestic abuse charities for the 


event, which the council will observe 
annually on White Ribbon Day. 

A minute’s silence will be held in 
memory of domestic abuse victims, 
whose lives have been taken from them 
by partners, family members, or 
through gender-based violence. 

All male attendees will be invited to 
sign the White Ribbon Pledge, never to 
condone, commit or remain silent 
about violence and abuse against 
women, and nine partner 
organisations - including Bridgend 
Women’s Aid, South Wales Police and 
Hafan Cymru - will be presented with 
certificates to show that they have 
gained White Ribbon Supporter status. 


to analysis and risk 
assessment to support 
any future planning 
applications,” stated 
Coun Phil White, cabinet 
member for 

communities. 

“We shouldn’t 

underestimate the 

importance of this 
project for the Llynfi 
Valley. These sites are 
some of the last of our 
premium locations to 
develop in the valley. 
One of the locations is a 
former industrial site, 
and we are not going to 
attract industry to that 
location again like we 
did in the past, therefore 
taking the decision to 
develop housing at that 
site is a sensible one. 

“We hope that by 
carrying out these 
improvements they will 
act as a catalyst for 
further private sector 
investment, while 
providing environmental 
benefits to the 
community. 

“We’ve got to make 
Maesteg and the Llynfi 
Valley an attractive place 
for people to live in, ” he 
added. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL NOVEMBER 27) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

20 Thur 

04.37 

9.1 

16.54 

9.3 

21 Fri 

05.20 

9.5 

17.33 

9.6 

22 Sat 

05.58 

9.7 

18.15 

9.8 

23 Sun 

06.37 

9.9 

18.56 

9.9 

24 Mon 

07.17 

10.0 

19.35 

10.0 

25 Tues 

07.58 

10.1 

20.17 

9.9 

26 Wed 

08.39 

9.8 

21.04 

9.6 

27 Thur 

09.26 

9.5 

21.52 

9.2 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


We abide by the code of practice upheld by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation 
(IPSO). This contains 
provisions for issues such as accuracy. 

If you have a complaint, write to us at the address 
below, left, or call editorial manager Don John on 
01446 774484. All complaints will be fully 
investigated. If you are not satisfied with the 
outcome, you may wish to contact IPSO do 
Halton House, 20-23 High Holborn, London 
EC IN 2JD. Website: www.ipso.co.uk. Tel: 0300 
123 2220. E-Mail: complaints@ipso.co.uk. 
Enquiries: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 


Readers’ 

Letters 

Please keep your letters BBIEF and address 
them to: The Editor at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, 
Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CFTl 
7EL or email gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk 
LETTERS AND E-MAILS MOST INCLUDE 
FULL ADDRESS 

AND A CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER 

HUPORTASTT: We reserve the ri^t to edit a21 letters. We do NOT accept 
anonjrmous mail. An email address alone is not sxifficient! 


fac^ook 


www.fecebookcom/GlamorganGEMwww.twitter.com/gem_news 

E-Mail contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk • gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk • Tel 01446 774484 
Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. CF7I 7EL. Printed byTMP. 
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WOMAN HAD 
SEX WITH 
TEENAGE BOY 


A 19-YEAR-OLD woman who had sex 
with a teenage youth, has been 
sentenced to three years’ supervision at 
Cardiff Crown Court. 

Abbi Long (19) of Wyndham Street, Bridgend, 
pleaded guilty to unlawful sexual activity with a 
child. 

Prosecutor Tony Trigg said: “This is a sad, tragic 
story.” 

On June 9, he said. Long was seen in the 


INDECENT 

EXPOSURE: 

Appeal for witnesses 


POLICE in 

Porthcawl are 
appealing for 

witnesses following 
two incidents of 
indecent exposure 
which took place on 
Friday, November 
7. 

The first occurred at 
around 8.30pm when a 
woman in her late 20 s 
from Porthcawl, was 
jogging near the 
Community Centre at 
Griffin Park when a man 
is reported to have 
indecently exposed 
himself. 

A second incident, 
involving the same man, 
is believed to have 
occurred a short time 
later, when the woman 

Police 

rogue 


ran past the Seabank 
Hotel, Porthcawl. 

The suspect is 
described as being 
between 40-45 years old, 
about 5’4 inches tall, of 
medium build with dark 
hair. He was wearing 
jeans, trainers and a light 
grey toggle coat with a 
sheepskin grey or white 
hat with flaps that fall 
over the ears. 

Anyone with 

information is asked to 
contact South Wales 
Police on 101, quoting 
reference number 

1400418025. 

Alternatively, call 
Crimestoppers free on 
0800 555 111 or via their 
website 
www.crimestoppers- 
uk.org/give-information. 

seek a 
trader 


POLICE have 
issued a warning 
after an elderly man 
fell victim to a rogue 
trader in the 
Bridgend area. 

“The 80-year-old was 
in his home at Picton 
Gardens, Bridgend when 
a man offered to cut his 
back lawn. He agreed 
and handed over a large 
sum of money for the 
grass to be cut,” a 
spokesperson said. 

“The suspect is 
believed to be white, of 
large build, with dark 


hair, around 6ft tall and 
possibly in his 40s. 
Officers would like to 
speak to anyone else in 
the area who has seen 
him or were visited by 
him offering to cut grass 
at their home. 

Call South Wales 
Police on 101 quoting 
reference number 

1400280568, or 

Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 
555 111 (website 

www.crimestoppers- 
uk.org/give-information). 


Call made for 
witnesses after 
woman robbed 


DETECTIVES are 
appealing for 

witnesses, after a 
25-year-old woman 
was robbed at about 
6.30pm on 

Wednesday, 
November 12, while 
walking her dog 
from Litchard 
towards Wildmill. 

It is understood that 
two men demanded that 
she hand over her rings, 
which she did, and they 
then demanded her 
mobile phone. When she 
refused, she was struck 


on the head and fell to the 
ground. The woman was 
taken to the Princess of 
Wales Hospital by police 
officers for treatment and 
later released. 

The jewellery is 
described as two white 
gold rings, with two 
colour gold and a white 
gold engagement ring. 

Contact South Wales 
Police on 101 quoting 
reference number 

1400424146; or 

Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 
555111 or 

ww.crimestoppers- 
uk.org/give-information. 


I REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 

Wyndham Arms Hotel, Bridgend, going upstairs 
with a teenage boy. 

The police were called, he said, and they found 
the two on a bed in an embrace. 

She denied there had been any form of sexual 
relationship, but a DNA sample proved there had 
been one. 

Long was said to have a previous conviction for 
burglary and was serving eight weeks in a young 
offender institution. While on bail, said Mr Trigg, 
she went to London and was sleeping rough in 
Westminster. 

The youth involved, said Mr Trigg, didn’t wish 
to make a statement to the police. 

Her barrister, Ruth Smith, said: “I have to accept 
this case passes the custody threshold, but she is 
shouting out for assistance.” 

Academically, she said. Long did well, but sadly 
she had a controlling, aggressive boyfriend whom 
she left. 

Miss Smith said Long had always been candid 
with her, but that mentally she is a number of years 
behind her actual age. 

“She has found custody incredibly hard, and 
self-harmed.” 

She added: “She has problems placing herself in 
the world. Her parents are desperate to assist, to 
prevent anything like this ever happening again.” 

Judge David Wynn Morgan said that all her life. 
Long had had parents of the highest quality. 

He added: “The first thing I want to do is to get 
you out of prison as soon as possible. You should 
not have been sent there in the first place.” 

She was made subject to a sex offender treatment 
programme. 

She was also ordered to register as a sex offender 
for five years. 


Police appeal 
over white van 
in Porthcawl 


BRIDGEND Police 
detained a suspect 
breaking into a 
house on Newton 
Nottage Road, 
Porthcawl, thanks 
to witnesses who 
reported suspicious 
activity. 

The burglary occurred 
around midday on 
Monday, November 3. 

A witness saw two 
men and one female, who 
appeared to be acting 
together, at the house on 
Newton Nottage Road. 

A white van was also 
seen on Newton Nottage 
Road prior to the 
burglary. The van was 
later found abandoned on 


Walters Road in 

Bridgend. 

Police are appealing 
for anyone with any 
information to the 

burglary, or who may 
have seen a white van on 
Walters Road later in the 
day to come forward. 

South Wales Police 
are asking anyone who 
may have any 
information in 

connection to the 

burglary to contact them 
on 101, quoting reference 
number 140012264. 

Alternatively, 
Crimestoppers can be 
contacted anonymously 
on 0800 555 111 or via 
their website 

www.crimestoppers- 
uk.org/give-information. 


Efit is issued after 
assault on teenager 

SOUTH Wales Police 
have issued an Efit 
image of a man they 
want to question after 
a 17-year-old girl was 
assaulted in 
Bridgend. 

The incident happened 
around 1.45am on Sunday, 

November 2 near the YMCA in Bridgend. 

The male is described as white, around 19-21 
years old with brown eyes and short jet black hair. 

Detectives in Bridgend are urging anyone who 
recognises the man in the Efit, or thinks they may 
have seen him in Bridgend town centre or the 
YMCA area around the time of the incident, to 
contact them on 101 quoting reference number 
1400410716. Alternatively, Crimestoppers can be 
contacted anonymously on 0800 555 111 or via 
their website www.crimestoppers-uk.org/give- 
information. 




BRIDGEND MP HOSTS 
A SUCCESSFUL NATO 
TALK IN BRIDGEND 


THE Bridgend MP, 
Madeleine Moon, 
hosted a Nato event 
at Carnegie House 
last Tuesday. 

Following on from the 
Nato Summit held at 
Newport in September, 
Madeleine invited Hugh 
Bayley MP, president of 
Nato Parliamentary 
Assembly to the 
Bridgend constituency. 

Madeleine said: “I 


ON Saturday, 
November 8, we 
held our autumn 
fayre in the Welfare 
Hall, and what a 
morning. 

Most of us were very 
wet by the time we had 
unloaded the cars, but 
steam dried rushing 
around setting up stalls! 

Despite the weather, 
people did come and 
with the rain clearing 
later in the morning, we 
did quite well. We would 
like to thank Richard 
Roberts Butchers, Phil 
Roberts Fruit and Veg 
(Friday morning in 
Social Club car park), 
Pencoed carpets. 

Crumbs and Bloomin’ 


STAFF and pupils 
at St Mary’s and St 
Patrick’s Catholic 
Primary School in 
Maesteg have been 
given a positive 
report by schools 
inspectorate body 
Estyn and the 
Archdiocese of 
Cardiff. 

In a report considered 
by the cabinet of 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council this 
week, Estyn said that 
most pupils made good 
progress, that provision 
for those with additional 
learning needs was 
good, and that many 
pupils used their literacy 
and numeracy skills 
effectively. 

Teaching was judged 
to be of a good quality 
throughout the school, 
with good standards of 
behaviour and provision 


was delighted to 
welcome Hugh Bayley 
MP to Bridgend to give 
a talk on the Nato 
Parliamentary Assembly. 
I was pleased to see the 
event supported by 
pupils from the local 
comprehensive schools, 
as well as local 
organisations, businesses 
and constituents. 

“Hugh talked about 
the 28 Nato member 


Stylish for their support 
and donations of a raffle 
prizes. 

Thanks to all of our 
members who baked, 
donated tombola prizes 
and bric-a-brac, manned 
the stalls and made the 
coffee; also thanks to 
the stall holders who 
attended. 

Lastly, a very big 
thank you to all who 
supported this year’s 
fayre. We will be 
presenting a cheque for 
£500 to First Responders 
at our January meeting. 

On behalf of Pencoed 
WI, I would like to wish 
you all a Merry 
Christmas, a Happy New 
Year and a healthy 2015. 

VW 


for pupils’ wellbeing, 
while headteacher Jackie 
Phillips was praised for 
having raised 
expectations to tackle 
underachievement. 

The judgements from 
the inspection also 
highlighted other areas 
as being good, including 
prospects for 
improvement, provision, 
care support and 
guidance, learning 
environment, leadership 
and management, 
improving quality and 
partnership working. 

Mrs Margaret 
Buckley, chair of the 
board of governors, said: 
“The governing body is 
delighted that the Estyn 
inspectors have 
recognised that St 
Mary’s and St Patrick’s 
is a good school with 
good prospects, and has 
the childrens’ interests at 
heart.” 


countries, and how the 
Parliamentary Assembly 
worked and provided 
interesting information 
on defence spending and 
defence capabilities. 
Hugh was very engaging 
and following his talk 
there were many 
questions from the 
audience about current 
situations across the 
world that Nato was 
involved in.” 

Despite the defence 
cuts, it was pointed out 
that the UK has the fifth 
largest defence budget in 
the world ($57.0bn) with 
the United States of 
America as the first 
($600.4bn), followed by 
China ($112.2bn), 

Russia ($68.2bn) and 
Saudi Arabia ($59.6bn). 

Questions ranged 
from the Ebola Crisis, 
cyber warfare, maritime 
surveillance and the 
Russian threat, the 
depletion of the UK’s 
defence assets and the 
future of the armed 


FORMER miner 
turned artist Gordon 
Farmer is holding an 
exhibition of his work 
at Blaengarw 
Workmen's Hall on 
Thursday, November 
27, and Friday, 
November 28, from 
10am to 4pm. 

He was once praised 
by Max Boyce as a 
‘local Rembrandt’ after 


forces. Both speakers 
emphasised that with 
Russian military airplane 
incursions into European 
and North American 
airspace back at cold 
war levels this was an 
important time to 
understand the role of 
Nato. 

Hugh said: “It was an 
excellent outreach 
opportunity for me to 
speak about the work of 
the Nato Parliamentary 
Assembly to an 
interested audience in 
Bridgend.” 

The event was free, 
but generous donations 
were received for the 
Bridgend Pood Bank. 

More events are 
planned, with the next 
being held on Pebruary 
26, 2015 - when Joan 
Whalley MP will be 
talking on climate 
change. 


Gordon presented him 
with a portrait. 

Gordon, who took up 
art seriously following 
an injury, told The 
GEM: “There will be 
50 mounted drawings 
on the walls and the 
large cinema screen 
will be showing other 
art of mine and my 
portfolio of A3 
drawings.” 


NFU SPEAKER 

NFU chief dairy adviser, Sian Davies, will 
be addressing Glamorgan NFU Cymru 
members at their AGM on November 26 
at 7.30pm in Grove Golf Club, Cornelly. 

She recently returned having worked in the 
NFU office in Brussels for three years, covering 
EU agricultural policies. 


Would you like an honest, reliable 
and affordable ’'police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Weekly Cleans from £11.50 
per hour Inc: 

• Daily, weekly, etc.* Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 

01656 349 296 
01443 625019 
02920 291 000 


WWW. 

timeforyou 


Pencoed WFs 
fayre a success 


School praised 
by Estyn report 


Former miner’s 
art exhibition 
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INSPIRING CHILDREN TO 
USE LOCAL LIBRARIES 



BRIDGEND Library and 
Information Service has 
teamed up with local primary 
schools to inspire children to 
use their local library and 
provide every child aged eight 
and nine with a free library 
card. 

The ‘Every Child a Library 
Member’ project started in March 
this year with six local authorities 
piloting the initiative and, thanks 
to Welsh Government funding 
from the Department of Culture, 
Sport and Tourism, a further 
25,000 children will now benefit 
as the scheme is being introduced 
in 10 more local authorities, 
including Bridgend County 
Borough Council. Recently, year 


four pupils from local primary 
schools attended events at the 
libraries in Maesteg and Bridgend 
to launch the new initiative and 
enjoy fun group activities 
promoting the importance of the 
library and the opportunities 
available there. 

Champion of this new 
initiative. Dr Rhys Jones - best 
known for his hit BBC series 
including ‘Rhys to the Rescue’ 
and ‘Dr Rhys Jones’s Wildlife 
Patrol’ - was on hand to talk to the 
children about his adventures and 
lead them through a creative 
session. 

He said; “Libraries are such an 
important resource for children - 
they are a great place for them to 


let their imagination grow and to 
develop and it is vitally important 
that we encourage our children to 
read more not only to improve 
their literacy levels but also to 
help them with life skills and 
future opportunities.” 

Once proof of address is 
provided, children can have access 
to thousands of free books, use the 
computers as well as many more 
resources to help improve their 
school work and enhance their 
leisure time. 

For more information about 
Bridgend Library and Information 
Service, or the ‘Every Child a 
Library Member’ initiative, 
telephone 01656 754800, or email 
blis@bridgend.gov.uk. 


^Respect shopworkers^ 

- CALL BY CAMPAIGNERS 



A* 


TT 


Janice Gregory with USDAW 
representatives (left to right) 
Rose Bevan, Bryony Hamblin, 
Nick Ireland, David Woodhams 
Janet Spillane. 


JANICE GREGORY AM has 
backed USDAW, the 
shop workers’ trade union, at 
the launch of its 2014 Respect 
for Shop workers week. 

The union’s Lreedom from 
Lear campaign seeks to prevent 
violence, threats and abuse 
against shopworkers. A change 
in the law to give them better 
protection against assault is 
central to the campaign. 

Union leader John Hannett has 
pointed out that his members are 
required to enforce the laws. 


“Whether that is preventing 
under-age purchases of products 
like knives, tobacco or alcohol, or 
detaining shoplifters until the 
police arrive, they can be put in 
real danger. Parliament has given 
shopworkers the duty to enforce 
the law and Parliament should 
provide the necessary protection.” 

USDAW activists in shops and 
supermarkets across Wales are 
holding campaign events to urge 
colleagues and customers to back 
a change in the law to provide 
stiffer sentences for those who 


assault workers serving the 
public. 

They are also reminding 
customers to ‘Keep Your Cool at 
Christmas’, a time when 
frustration can lead violence and 
abuse against shopworkers to 
peak... 

The AM for Ogmore added: “It 
is shocking that a shopworker is 
assaulted every minute of every 
day. The leniency of some of the 
sentences handed out is 
unacceptable.” 


New employment 
horizons beckon for 
Gareth at Rockwool! 



Rockwool have found a new 
member of staff through the 
South West Workways project 


A BRIDGEND 
county borough- 
based manufacturer 
is one of the latest 
companies to 
employ a new 
member of staff 
with the support of 
the South West 
Workways project. 

Rockwool 

International make and 
supply a full range of 
smart and sustainable 
insulation products for 
the construction industry 
based on innovative 
stone wool technology. 
They recently employed 
Gareth Williams as an IT 
installation assistant at 
their Pencoed site, with 
help from the EU funded 
project. 

Led by Neath Port 
Talbot Council, in 
collaboration with 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council as well 
as Carmarthenshire, 
Pembrokeshire, City and 
County of Swansea 
councils, the Workways 
project is backed by the 
European Social Lund 
through the Welsh 
Government. 

The project provides 
support with job 
searching, CVs, 
application forms, 
interview skills, 
telephone techniques and 
access to training. 

Gareth (26) from 
Bettws, was struggling 
to find work after losing 
his job in September 
2013. Unable to secure a 
new job, Gareth’s 
confidence was hit, and 
he struggled with 
options for further 
support. After hearing of 
Workways, Gareth 
signed up to the project 
in Lebruary this year. 

Gareth said: “I was 
finding the job searching 
process quite 
overwhelming. I was 
trying my hardest to find 
a job, but the longer it 
went on, the lower my 
confidence was getting. I 
didn’t know where to 
turn. 

“ I’d heard about 
Workways and decided 
to get in touch and see 


what support was 
available. Workways 
were a huge help. My 
mentor, Louisa, was 
great. 

“She helped me make 
the necessary changes to 
my CV and showed me 
ways of selling myself to 
prospective employers. 

The weekly jobsearch 
sessions were brilliant 
too. The Workways staff 
often had information on 
jobs that weren’t always 
published in the public 
domain. Once I’d had 
some valuable help on 
interview techniques, I 
found my confidence 
increasing,” said Gareth. 

It was at one of the 
Bridgend Workways job 
club sessions that Gareth 
met employer liaison 
officer, Simon Richards. 

It soon became 


apparent that Gareth’s 
past technical experience 
and knowledge of IT 
systems made him a 
perfect match for a 
temporary vacancy at 
Rockwool. 

Gareth’s CV, as well 
as those of other 
Workways participants’, 
went to Rockwool. Once 
the interviews had been 
concluded, Gareth was 
offered the position: “I 
was over the moon to 
receive the job offer. I 
love the role and it’s a 
great working 
environment here. 

“Everyone’s been 
great. Customer service 
and client care is a big 
part of the role, and I’ve 
been in my element 
upgrading the IT 
systems here. I’ve 
already been on a few 


site visits to London and 
I’ll be heading to 
Denmark soon to carry 
out some work on site 
too.” 

Matthew Hesp, 
service desk manager at 
Rockwool said: “Gareth 
has fitted into the team 
really well, and adds to 
an already positive work 
atmosphere. The help 
that Workways offer is 
invaluable to both the 
participant and the 
employer. The tailored, 
one-to -ne support is 
something that others 
may well miss out on. 

“I would recommend 
it to any employer, or 
anyone that’s currently 
unemployed.” 

To find out more 
about Workways, call 
01656 815173 or visit 
www.workways .co .uk. 


PORTHCAWL TENOVUS FAYRE 

PORTHCAWL Tenovus Christmas fayre will be held at Porthcawl YMCA on 
Saturday, December 6 from 10am until 4pm, with numerous stalls, including 
a tombola and raffle. 

Santa will be there too and the £1 entrance fee will include a cup of tea or 
coffee and mince pie. 

All money raised will go towards Tenovus projects, including a new 
‘Manvan’ mobile unit delivering help and advice on male cancer awareness. 

If anyone would like to volunteer at the Porthcawl Tenovus Cancer Charity 
shop on John Street in Porthcawl, call in and ask for Pat, Sue or Martin. 


Computer problems? 

Virus? Printer problems? 
Internet not working properly? 


Computer 
running slowly? 

ALL COMPUTER PROBLEMS DEALT WITH 
WHEN POSSIBLE IN YOUR OWN HOME 

NO FIX NO FEE 

Thinking of a new Computer or laptop 
as a Christmas present? 

Let us supply everything all ready to go 

We have expanded and are now based at 
Llandow serving Cowbridge, Llantwit and the Vale 

HD Computer Solutions 

Telephone: 01446 333330 










































Thursday November 2Qth, 2014 


WWW,facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 5 


Children’s Charter 
is launched at a 
major conference 


RIGHT: 
Some of the young 
people who helped 
prepare the new charter. 

CHILDREN and 
young people have 
helped design a 
new charter setting 
out the rights of 
youngsters using 
ABMU health 
services. 

The draft charter, 
based on the United 
Nations Convention 
Rights of the Child, 
was launched at the 
second annual 
Children’s 
Conference taking 
place in Swansea on 
Monday. 

ABMU Chairman 
Andrew Davies said: 

“I gave a commitment 
in 2013 that we would 
draw up a charter for 
children as part of 
our policy of being a 
rights-respecting 
organisation. 

“I am delighted to 
see this commitment 
being put into 
practice and putting 
children at the heart 
of our services.” 

Youth council 
members and 
children and young 
people receiving care 
in hospital, as 
outpatients and 
within the community 
across Abertawe Bro 
Morgannwg 
University health 
board area have been 
involved in preparing 
the draft charter. 

All service users 
and key partners will 
have the chance to 
help shape the final 
version during a 
three-month 
consultation period 




following the 
children’s conference. 

The United Nations 
Convention Rights of 
the Child sets out 
what children need to 
survive, grow and 
fulfil their potential. 

Information, safety, 
respect and privacy 
and confidentiality 
are among the rights 
covered by the 
charter. 

ABMU’s head of 
nursing for women 
and children’s 
services, Sian Passey, 
ABMU board non¬ 
officer member 
Gaynor Richards and 
Mike Mainwaring of 
Neath Port Talbot 
Council for Voluntary 
Services (NPTCVS) 
led the project. 

They and their 
teams worked with 
youth councils from 


the Bridgend, Neath 
Port Talbot, and 
Swansea areas to 
develop the draft 
charter. 

Children and 
young people 
receiving care, along 
with paediatric 
nursing, play and 
community staff were 
also involved. 

Sian said: “All 
children and young 
people, no matter 
what their abilities, 
have the right to life 
and healthy 
development, 
including the best 
treatment to help 
them grow up 
healthy and happy.” 


e/? STEP AHEAD 

□ 

Are you concerned that your 
child is not making the progress 
they should be? 

Does your child have dyslexia, 
literacy or numeracy difficulties? 
Step Ahead Primary Tuition can 
help. 

We provide: 

• Specialist Dyslexia Tuition. 

• Tuition for children aged 5 to 12 in 
very small groups (up to 4). Sessions 
after school, Saturdays & throughout 
the holidays. 

• Individually planned programmes of 
study. 

• Tuition in a bright, well resourced 
Study Centre in Porthcawl. 

All staff are CRB checked and DBS 
registered. 


Tel: 07950 129025 


angela@stepaheadpnmarytuition.co.uk 


www.stepaheadpnmarytuition.co.uk 


ART SOCIETY TO HONOUR RNLI 


KPC Youth 
receives a 
£3,000 fillip 


FOLLOWING votes 
from members of the 
public, KPC Youth 
has been awarded a 
grant of £3,000 from 
Lloyds Bank - to 
enable it to continue 
doing good work 
with young people 
and providing an 
open-access youth 
provision for local 
youngsters aged 
eight and over, 
offering a wide 
range of 
diversionary 
activities, advice, 
information and 
support. 

In addition, the 
charity also works 
with unemployed 
young people and 
older members of the 
community to help 
them increase their 
employability 
opportunities, develop 
skills and help 
improve their lives. 

Project manager 
Alison Mawby said: 


Shopmobility’s 
new permanent 
home approved 


PLANS to relocate 
Bridgend town 
centre’s 
Shopmobility 
service to the 
Brackla One multi¬ 
storey car park at 
Cheapside, have 
been approved by 
the cabinet of 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council. 

The new location for 


with running costs 
supported by a 
contribution from 

Bridgend Town Council 
of £10,000 a year. 

But with the Rhiw car 
park set to be demolished 
and rebuilt as part of the 
council’s £6m Vibrant 
and Viable Places 
project, cabinet members 
have agreed to move the 
Shopmobility service to a 
new, permanent home. 

Council officers will 


the free service - which now undertake further 
lends scooters and consultation and 

wheelchairs to anyone clarification with 

who has difficulty Bridgend Town Council 
walking - will keep it on maintaining safe and 
within a five-minute convenient routes with 
journey time of town the retail heart of the 
centre shops while town, and on the design 
ensuring that it can of the new facility, 
continue in the most The cabinet rejected 
cost-effective way. plans to temporarily 

The current suspend the service while 

Shopmobility scheme, the Rhiw car park was 
based in the Rhiw car rebuilt, because of the 
park, has been operating inconvenience it would 
since the cause service users as 

pedestrianisation of well as the knock-on 
Bridgend town centre, effect on local trade. 


“The Lloyds Bank 
Community Fund will 
make a huge 
difference to KPC 
Youth. 

“It will enable us to 
continue our work to 
help make a difference 
to the lives of 
hundreds of young 
people and their 
families in our local 
community. 

“All at KPC Youth 
would like to thank 
everyone who voted 
for us either in 
Branch, on line, or via 
Facebook or Twitter - 
and enabled us to win 
this fantastic grant 
from Lloyds.” 


PORTHCAWL Art Society visited Society is going to put on an 
Porthcawl RNLI to obtain some exhibition and donate the paintings 
ideas for paintings relating to the to raise funds for the RNLI. 

RNLI. The exhibition will be on display 

Next year is their 50th at the Grand Pavilion in June next 
anniversary and Porthcawl Art year. 


COUNCIL CONSULTS ON 
PROVISION OF TOILETS 

RESIDENTS across 
Bridgend County 
Borough 


As part of the communities, said: “The 
consultation, groups cabinet has not come to 
representing elderly and this decision lightly, 
disabled service users “Public toilets are an 


will be 

asked to have their Pg asked to give their important service which 

say on the future of views, along with the we have operated for 

public toilet Citizens’ Panel, many years for the 

Equalities Panel and convenience of residents, 

town and community visitors, the elderly and 

councils. disabled. 

Because of cuts to “However, with £50m 
public service funding, of savings to be made 
the council needs to over the next few years. 


provision, as the 
council attempts to 
make £50m of 
savings over the 
next few years. 


The cabinet of review the number of we have to be absolutely 
Bridgend County filets it currently realistic about what that 

Borough Council has operates. • .1 

Any proposals to close Any decision on the 

agreed to formally , 

consult on the future of for publi? conveniences will be 

toilets will take into subject to a full 


Transport 
consultation 
in the county 


council-owned public 

toilets, their operating account the views of the consultation - everyone 
staffing community and users of will be given the 
the public conveniences, opportunity to have their 
Coun Phil White, say.” 
cabinet member for 


hours and 
arrangements 


MOTORISTS, bus 
and train users, 
pedestrians and 
cyclists are all 
invited to have their 
say on future 
transport plans for 
Bridgend County 
Borough by taking 
part in a public 
consultation. 

By the end of January 
2015, Bridgend County 
Borough Council has to 
submit its local transport 
plan to the Welsh 
Government which will 
set out proposals for 
improving the local 
transport network over 
the next 15 years. 

A draft local transport 
plan has been drawn up 
by the council, and 
residents are being 
invited to comment on it 
by going online at 
www.bridgend .gov.uk/co 
nsultation. 

The consultation runs 
over six weeks until 
Wednesday, December 
31. 

People can also give 
their views at the 
following community 
workshops that have 
been arranged at various 
venues across the county 
borough: 

Thursday, November 


20: Maesteg Town Hall, 
4pm-6pm; Monday, 
November 24: Grand 
Pavilion, Porthcawl, 

430pm-630pm; 

Tuesday, November 25: 
PencoedMiner’s Welfare 
Hall, 4pm-6pm; 
Wednesday, November 
26: Garw Valley Life 
Centre, 430pm- 630pm; 
Thursday, November 27: 
Pyle Life Centre, 5pm- 
7pm;Tuesday, December 
2: Ogmore Valley Life 
Centre, 430pm-630pm; 
Wednesday, December 3: 
Bridgend Life Centre 
(The Rec), 4pm-6pm; 
Thursday, December 4: 
Sarn Life Centre, 5pm- 
7pm; Wednesday, 
December 10: Coity 
Community Centre, 5pm- 
7pm. 

Coun Phil White, 
cabinet member for 
communities said: “An 
efficient and effective 
transport system makes it 
easier for people to get 
to work, school, college, 
access services and 
generally go about their 
daily lives. 

The draft local 
transport plan outlines 
how we would like to 
see our transport network 
develop between now 
and 2030 and I would 
urge residents to take 
part in this consultation.” 


INS.TALiir. 


SKII>HIRE 


LTD 



All sizes available. 
Delivered & Collected. 

Waste collection 
service. 

Free surveys and 
estimates. 

Labour hire 
to load your skip. 

Grab hire & Plant hire. 

95% of our waste 
is recycled. 

Council/highway 
permits arranged. 




TeirD1446 421072 


Email: installskiphireltdihotmail.co.uk 

I Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 
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Pam’s life is 
transformed 
by exercise! 



A local resident was 
delighted to be 
singing as part of 
the Tenovus ‘sing 
with us’ choir last 
week at Bridgend 
Life Centre, with 
friends she met 
when she made a 
life-changing choice 
to tackle her health 
and weight 

problems eight 
years ago. 

Pam Beall, of 
Nantymoel, has lost a 
whopping 10 stone, 
dropping from a size 30 
to a size 10 - 12 since 
joining the National 
Exercise Referral 

Scheme in 2006. 

The scheme enables 
residents with certain 
medical conditions to 
be referred by their 
doctors to improve their 
lifestyles and health 
problems. 

Pam said: “Eight years 
ago, I had become 
disabled with spinal and 
hip problems due to my 
size, and it was having a 
huge impact on my life. 

“As part of the GP 
referral scheme, I saw 
someone in Bridgend 
Life Centre, then known 
as the recreation centre, 
who suggested water 
therapy which I began to 
enjoy the benefits of. I 
lost one and a half stone 
initially, then had to lose 
a further three stone for a 
hip operation in 2009.” 

Pam began by taking 
part in aqua therapy - 
water based exercise 
which is suitable for 
people of all abilities, 
before building in more 
activity as she became 
fitter. 

Her success meant that 
three years ago, her 
doctor congratulated her 
on reaching an ideal 
weight. 

Today, Pam still 
maintains her fitness 
with aqua fit classes 
three times a week and 
using the hydrotherapy 
gym. She is a well- 
known face at Bridgend 
Life Centre and now has 
a completely different 
relationship with food. 



saying: “Before joining 
the exercise referral 
scheme I had yo-yo 
dieted all my adult life, 
but now I just eat 
sufficient to my needs. I 
am not on a diet, but I 
know what’s good for me 
and what’s not. My 
muscles are now 
strengthened due to the 
exercise so my health 
problems have improved, 
and I’ve met some lovely 
friends and joined the 
choir, so it’s been a really 
positive experience.” 

Pam met friends 
Verina Bertorelli and 
Verina Eisher during the 
water therapy groups and 
their friendship has gone 
from strength to strength. 

Verina Eisher, who 
was referred by her GP 
due to her having 
rheumatoid arthriti s, 
said: “Regardless of my 
health issues, the activity 
enables me to have 
regular exercise, as well 
as meeting new people. I 
would encourage anyone 
to join as I have found 
the group beneficial on 
many levels.” 

The group of friends 
have since joined the 
Tenovus ‘sing with us 
choir’, who they sang 
with at Macmillan’s 
‘Enhanced Cancer 
Recovery Roadshow’. 

When Pam, Verina and 
Verina first joined, 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council directly 
operated the National 
Exercise Referral 

Scheme, with the Welsh 
Assembly Government 
and Public Health Wales 
initiative now being 
delivered by Halo 


Leisure at Bridgend Life 
Centre as part of their 
contract with the council 
to manage local leisure 
centres. 

BCBC and Halo 
Leisure offer a varied 
range of activities for 
anyone wishing to get fit 
or change their lifestyle. 
Some of the activities on 
offer include over-60s 
swimming, aqua therapy, 
and healthy hearts 
circuits. The Love2Walk 
scheme also operates 
community walks 
tailored to various 
abilities. 

Coun Charles Smith, 
cabinet member for 
strategic change, said: 
“Pam is a brilliant 
example of how the 
National Exercise 
Referral Scheme is 
making a difference 
within our communities. 

“It encourages people 
to make changes to their 
lifestyles which will 
benefit their health, as 
well as offering a social 
element which Pam and 
her friends have shown. 

“I’m sure that Pam’s 
story will inspire others 
who would like to lead a 
healthier lifestyle.” 

For anyone wishing 
for more information on 
the exercise referral 
scheme, talk to your GP 
or visit 

www.wlga.gov.uk/ners, 
for community walking 
visit 
www.love2walk.co.uk, or 
for more information 
regarding the Tenovus 
choir or any of their 
services visit 

WWW. tenovus .org .uk 


‘Inspirational’ choir delights 
the Leatherhead audience! 



THERE was a 
wonderful welcome for 
Bridgend Male Choir at 
St Mary and St 
Nicholas Church, 
Leatherhead. 

The concert was 
inspirational and a 
welcome return visit to 
Surrey. 

It was one of those 
afternoon concerts which 
is difficult to explain how 
the chemistry between 
choir and audience 
moved forward. 

It was touching, tender 
and heart-rending to so 
many, especially during 


the poignant month of 
remembrance. 

The Rector, Graham 
Osborne, said: “This 
concert was inspirational. 
It took to the heights we 
looked for and it 
rocketed even further.” 

The full Bridgend 
Male Choir musical team 
of Rhiannon Williams- 
Hale, Stephanie Bailey 
and Scott Williams were 
in excellent form, the 
choir was in good voice 
and the audience was 
warm and welcoming. 

Dotted among the 
audience were exiles 


Who wants to 
build what 
and where'^ 


J D Wetherspoon - 3 
Commercial Street, 

Maesteg - New signage 
including fascia, 

projecting, menu casting, 
amenity board and 
heritage plaque. 

BCBC Regeneration - 
Various sites in 
Bridgend County 
Borough - Install 19 x 
A1 interpretation panels 
(15 panels are within 
conservation areas). 

Mr Haydn Davies - 1 
Cae Pentice, Cefn 
Cribwr - Cut back 
overhanging branches 
(1989) OBC No 7. 

Mr Norman Fricker - 
Cefn Gelli Fields, Bettws 
Road, Llangeinor - 
Proposed horse stables. 
Rethink The Ink Ltd - 9- 
15 New Road, 
Porthcawl - Change of 
use to a tattoo laser 
removal business. 

Ms Denise Lodge - 262 
New Road, Porthcawl - 
Convert and extend 
double garage to form 
new granny flat. 

Malpeet K9 Academy 
Ltd - Land at The 
Stables (Gilfach 

Orfydd), Dimbath Lane, 
Blackmill - Relax 
condition 5 of 
P/14/123/FUL to allow 
maximum number of 
candidates of six at an 
one time. 

Mr Luca Kostic - 5 
Wigan Terrace, 

Bryncethin - Detached 
garage to rear. 

Mr Reg Denley - 58 
Dunraven Place, 

Ogmore Vale - Lower 
ground floor ext to rear 
with balcony above, new 
steps to front giving 
access to lower ground 


floor. 

Neath Port Talbot 
Planning Department - 
Foel Trawsnant Bryn, 
Port Talbot - 13 wind 
turbines with max tip 
height of 120m to 
generate 39mw with 
associated works. 

Mr R Howells - 96 Cefn 
Road, Cefn Cribwr - 
Remove existing 

conservatory and rebuild 
a single storey flat roof 
rear extension. 

Anwen Care Ltd - Heol 
Pant-yr-Awel, 
Pantyrawel, Bridgend - 
Retrospective consent for 
vehicular access ramp 
from upper ground floor 
level to lower ground 
floor level. 

Mrs Hayley Rogers - 7 
Queen Street, 

Brynmenyn - Two storey 
rear extension. 

Mr Owain Ford - Land 
off Cwmdu Road, 
Mynydd Bach, St Johns, 
Maesteg - Shed to store 
machinery. 

Mr Bruce Falkenberg - 2 
Brynllywarch, 
Maesteg - Two storey 
extension, access ramp, 
retaining wall and 
vertical access lift. 

Mr Barry Newton -15 
Christopher Road, 
Maesteg - Remove 
existing conservatory 
and erect rear single 
storey extension and loft 
conversion. 

Mr K Roberts - Land off 
Llan Road (Cherry 
Lodge Farm), 

Llangynwyd, Maesteg - 
Prior notification for an 
agricultural building to 
store machinery and 
tools. 


who were just as 
enthusiastic as the rest of 
the audience and they 
loved the sound of the 
choir. 

Out of the 
programme, the section 
dedicated to 

remembrance was most 
appreciated. Mike 
Sammes’ arrangement of 
‘Eor the Eallen’ stunned 
them all, but the 


congregation was quite 
overwhelmed by 

Soldier’s Earewell and 
Mansions of the Lord 
and sat in reflective 
silence before breaking 
into a quiet reflective 
appreciation. 

Another memorable 
afternoons return to 
Leatherhead is likely to 
result in the future 
repetition at this 


beautiful church and this 
appreciative 
congregation. This 
concert was inspirational 
to all including the choir. 

Bridgend Male 
Choir’s next concert is on 
Friday, December 5 at St 
Mary’s Catholic Church, 
Bridgend. Tickets are 
available at the church. 

Geraint Hopkins 


ENVIRONMENTAL 
PERFORMANCES 
IN PORTHCAWL 


A TALK entitled 
‘Archaeology and 
Climate Change’ 
will be given on 
Friday, November 
29, 8pm, in the 
Green Room, 

Sustainable Wales, 
5 James St, 
Porthcawl CF36 
3BG. Tel 01656 
783962. 

A spokesman said: 
“Remember the recent 
uncovering of two 200- 
year old cannon in 
Porthcawl? Is that 
evidence of climate 
change? 

“This continues to be 
an emotive subject but 
what evidence is there in 
man’s past that can 
contribute to either side 
of the debate?” 

Martin Little, resident 
archaeologist at 

Porthcawl Museum, will 
be discussing some 
familiar and not so 
familiar historical events 
involving extreme 
weather and the effects it 
had on our communities. 

Everyone welcome. 
Entrance £3. Telephone 
01656 783912 for more 
information. 

On Eriday, December 
5, 8pm in the Green 
Room Who’s Afraid?, a 
lecture-performance, 
written and performed by 
Rhodri Hugh Thomas 
will be presented. 

It features the fictional 
Dr Gareth Jones, an 
environmental scientist 
and campaigner who, as 
he reaches middle age, 
begins to lose his faith in 
the environmental 
movement and succumbs 
to cynicism and irrational 
fear. 

In reviewing the 
tensions at work in our 
modern, technological 


democracies (and 

himself) he begins to 
understand where his 
fear and cynicism comes 
from and makes a direct 
appeal to younger 
generations to take up the 
challenge of finding the 
answers to our current 
problems and to provide 
the vision he feels he is 
losing. 

With contributions 
from Atlantic College 
students and members of 
the public, this 
combination of lecture, 
stand-up comedy, drama 
and video aims to both 
provoke and entertain. 

Rhodri Hugh Thomas 
is an actor, writer and 


THE November 
meeting of Sker WI 
was held recently. 
The charity evening 
was enjoyed by all 
with Caryl Thomas 
telling amusing 
stories about the 
time she and her 
husband entered 
ballroom dancing 
competitions. 

Caryl showed us some 
of the dresses she wore 
which were amazing. 
Members also enjoyed 
some wine and nibbles. 

The speaker for the 
monthly meeting was Mr 
Stephanos Mastoris who 
gave a very interesting 
talk on the history of 
Christmas cards, which 
first appeared in 1843. 

Stephanos showed 
how the cards had 
changed over the years. 


sustainability consultant. 
After graduating with a 
BSc in environmental 
biology, he spent 13 
years in the performing 
arts, appearing in many 
theatre, television and 
radio productions 

(including the BBC 
sitcom Satellite City as 
Dai the barman), before 
returning to the world of 
environmental science in 
2003. 

He now works 
freelance and for Cynnal 
Cymru. He is an advisor 
to Sustainable Wales. 

All welcome. 

Entrance £3. Telephone 
01656 783962 for more 
information. 


with those in the 1880s 
being more elaborate. 

During the 1950s 
charities started to sell 
them. 

Since computers have 
been used there has been 
a drop in the number of 
cards bought but still 
millions are sent every 
year. 

There is a varied 
programme to look 
forward to with our 
Christmas fayre coming 
soon and also a trip to the 
theatre to see ‘White 
Christmas’ followed by a 
meal afterwards. 

The next meeting is 
‘Party Time ’ on 
December 11 at 6.30pm 
at St David’s Hall, 
Nottage. 

Anyone wishing to join 
us is very welcome. 

ANN 

VIPOND 


The history of 
Christmas cards 
is explained 
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DEALING WITH THE CHALLENGES OF 
MODERN DAY COMMUNICATION... 


T witter 

and 

Facebook are 
seen as essential 
tools for MPs to 
communicate with 
constituents. 

Some of my 
colleagues are much 
better organised than I 
am at sending out quick 
messages about debates, 
events and things 
happening in their day. 

I have to admit I 
struggle to be part of 
the Twitter and 
Facebook generation. 

I have to work at it, 
usually being nagged by 
the young people I 
employ in Westminster. 
Sometimes it is a 
double-edged sword. 

I sent out a message 
saying I was on my way 
to an All Party China 
group meeting to look 
at pensions in China. A 


constituent replied very 
annoyed to say that a 
few weeks ago I had 
tweeted that I was 
pleased at the successful 
elections in Tunisia and 
now I was going to a 
meeting about pensions 
in China. 

Why was I not just 
focusing on Bridgend? 

In today’s inter¬ 
connected world 
everything affects 
Bridgend, is the simple 
answer. 

When you look at the 
conflicts across the 
Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) Tunisia 
stands out as a gem of 
success in a region 
where the uprisings that 
led to the downfall of 
authoritarian regimes 
has led to internal 
conflict and war. 

Tunisia is a country we 
should congratulate for 
its inner strength in 


struggling to find a 
democratic peaceful 
way of living. 

The meeting about 
Chinese pensions was 
an eye opener. China 
has a population of 1.3 
billion and by 2025, 

450 million of its 
population will be of 
retirement age. With a 
single child policy and a 
high level of 
responsibility on the 
eldest male child to care 
for parents in old age, 
the lack of pensions has 
a huge potential for 
instability. 

It also brings 
opportunities for the 
West to assist in finding 
a way forward because 
of our experience of 
both private and public 
sector pensions. 

Those few Twitter 
characters make it 
difficult to explain the 
complexity of why, as 


WESTMINSTER 
NOTEBOOK 

Bridgend MP 
MADELEINE 
MOON writes an 
exclusive column 
from Westminster 
for The GEM. 



an MP, you give 
attention to issues and 
regions where the 
impact on government 
departments and 
spending is not always 
obvious. They do, 
however, give 
constituents the 
opportunity to access 
information about 
where you are and what 
you are doing. 

I had one such tweet 
when in a taxi heading 
to Cardiff. I was to t^e 
part in an interview 


Rotary club gets digging 
for local primary school 




STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Dc>n*t thi* tK#* 


Broken or Windows? 

Faulty Hinfes, Handles or Locks? 
Warn tttvlne 

5 year guarantee on new double glazing. 


c: 2 


..we make savinij money perfectly clear 


Call FreephoM 0800 61 21 118 
www.cFMidy2clMr.com 


BRIDGEND Rotarians 
with their president, Sue 
Cassidy, First Minister 
Carwyn Jones AM, and 
the county borough 
Mayor, Conn Gary 
Thomas, recently 
attended a tree planting 
ceremony at Pen-y-Fai 
Primary School. 

Mrs Bach, the headteacher, 
was delighted to see so many 
Rotarians with so many spades, 
ready to dig through some very 
tough ground to plant over 100 
saplings of various types. 

Sue Cassidy said she was 
delighted that so many 
members were there on 
such a beautiful morning, 
along with the Eirst 
Minister, the Mayor and 
his consort. 

This was a wonderful 
opportunity to mix with 
the children of the school 
and with the people of 
Pen-y-Eai. 

She said; “We are 
always delighted to be 
part of such a community 
project. Our motto is 
‘Service above Self ’ - 
and we endeavour to 
achieve this in every way 
we can, including 
planting trees for life and 
raising thousands of 
pounds for local charities. 

“You will see many of 
us shortly in all the major 
stores collecting at 
Christmas time for our 
charities.” 


about attacks on UK 
citizens by Libyan 
soldiers brought to the 
UK as part of our 
commitment to build 
the capability of Libya’s 
army after the fall of 
Gaddafi. 

The constituent 
wanted to know why I 
was not in a meeting in 
Bridgend College 
looking at cuts to the 
council budget. 

Although only eight 
people attended the 
Bridgend College 
meeting, I think I may 
have enjoyed it more 
than doing the TV 
interview. 

Of late I always seem 
to be at the wrong end 
of the country when I 
appear on television. 
This means you sit in a 
studio on your own and 
stare into a camera with 
an earpiece giving you 
questions from someone 
you cannot see. 

Let me stress when I 
say you sit in a studio 


this is often less 
glamorous than it 
sounds. Once, I sat on 
a high stool in the 
middle of the BBC 
newsroom in Cardiff 
with my feet on a lower 
stool while facing a 
camera lodged on the 
top of a filing cabinet. 
On this occasion, things 
did not go well. 

I spent 30 mi nutes 
clapping my hands and 
saying “123’, as the 
studio manager and 
engineers struggled to 
get my voice and 
actions to synchronise 
with my image on the 
screen. Meanwhile, the 
public were being told 
that they were still 
waiting for me to arrive 
to take part in the studio 
discussion which was 
happening in London. 

Last week, I was 
interviewed in a small 


room in London by 
Cardiff studios. It was 
9.30am and crammed 
into the room were 
myself, two of my staff 
and a technician, while 
projected behind me 
was a shot of 
Westminster by night as 
the interview as going 
out late that night. 

Television is 
certainly not all 
glamour. I once came 
out of the Today studio 
on Radio 4 to be 
greeted by someone 
asking me if I would do 
an interview on the 
BBC 24-hour news. I 
said no as I had a 
mosquito bite on my lip 
that made me look as 
though I had had a one 
sided Botox injection 
that went wrong. 

I was told not to 
worry about this as 
make-up artists often 


have to hide cold sores 
and other blemishes for 
presenters. It is unusual 
to have make up for 
news programmes but 
for this one I did. 

It was an early 
morning show so I went 
all day with my bite 
hidden. It was worth 
getting up at 5.30am to 
do a live broadcast at 
6.30am. 

Trying to reach out to 
constituents to explain 
the work you are doing 
is a constant struggle. 

Be it short tweets, 
Facebook chats, 
interviews where you 
talk to the voice in your 
ear, radio interviews in 
the street outside of 
your house, or knocking 
on doors, it is all part 
of the same drive to 
explain the complexities 
of today’s world and the 
decisions we face. 


"First /Xid For lA/indows" 


H fig it. 



DOUBLE 

GLAZING 

DOCTOR 


Window Door K^patr : Gla^s Units 

Call today: 07970: 170542 


"Don't reptace. repairs save £££'s’ 



FREE LEGAL ADVICE 
FROM HUGH JAMES 

Visit a FREE, no obligation, drop 
in session to discuss whether you 
are eligible for compensation 


Katie McCraith will be in your local area to talk about: 
missed fractures 

birth injuries, including cerebral palsy 
mis-dlagnosis, including cancer mis-diagnosis 
surgical complications 
hospital complaints and NHS redress 
any other negligence claim. 

Katie will be at Brackla Community Centre, 1 Whitethorn Drive, 
Bridgend CF31 2PQ on the date listed below: 

Monday 24 November 10am-4.30pm 

No appointment is necessary, we can also arrange free 
telephone consultations and home visits. Contact: 

Katie McCraith 
T 0800 0938240 

E katie.mccraith(g)hughJames.com 
W www.hughjames.com/medneg 

Hugh James is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority and the Financial Conduct Authority. 


HUGH JAMES 
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PORTHCAWL STUDENTS PULL OUT ALL 
THE STOPS FOR CHILDREN IN NEED 


PHOTOGRAPHS by 
MALCOLM NUGENT 

ONCE again, the students and teachers of 
Porthcawl Comprehensive School made a 
tremendous effort to raise funds for 
Children in Need. 

This year, the total raised will be in excess of 
£4,000. Entering into the spirit of things, students in 
fancy dress collected through the week 

As is usual during this week, on the final day 
teachers put on a show in the theatre. This year it was 
‘Stars in their Eyes’ with some excellent 
performances by all involved . 

(For a full report, please see page 20). 



Part of the teachers^ show. 









































Thursday November 2Qth 2014 


WWW,facebook.com/slainorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Br 


THE GEM - 9 




Porthcawl is a traditional school with a proven track 
record of excellence for all in Years 12 and 13. 

AS and A2 results consistently compare very 
favourably with local and national figures. 

In 2014 

100% of pupils achieved A* - E passes 
35% were at grades A*/A 
84.41% were at grades A* - C 
316 A level papers were sat 

This year 25 pupils joined Porthcawl for the Sixth Form from other schools. 

7 couldn’t believe how welcoming everybody was and how quickly I settled in.” 

Our recent Estyn Inspection Report was very positive and we were proud to 
read that: 

“One of the school’s strengths is the exceptional working relationship between 
teachers and pupils. The school has a strong ethos based on fairness and this 
creates a caring and disciplined environment.” 

“The school works highly effectively with a range of partners and this work has 
a significant impact on pupils’ wellbeing and achievement. Collaboration with 
other providers ensures that Sixth Form students can choose from a 
comprehensive range of academic and vocational courses.” 

“In the Sixth Form, students perform above the family and Wales averages for 
both the level 3 threshold and wider capped points score... Both boys and girls 
achieve well at the level 3 threshold and in 2012 there was virtually no gap 
between their relative performance.” 

Any student or parent interested can obtain more 
details and the “welcome pack” by emailing 

yearl 2openevening @ porthcawlschool.co.uk 

Alternatively you may wish to telephone 01656 774100. 



Further information can be found on the school website: www.porthcawlschool.co.uk 
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RAF personnel from MoD St 
Athan take part in drawdown 


PICTURED (left to right): SAC(T) Mark Shaw, 
Cpl Daz Walsh, Cpl Chris Elespe, Chf Tech Ian 
Savage, Cpl Iain Stubbs, SAC(T) Billy Easton and 
Cpl Chris Morgan. 


CHIEF Technician 
(Chf Tech) Ian 
Savage, along with a 
team specialist 
airmen and women, 
who have all trained 
at MoD St Athan, 
have recently been 
welcomed home to 
the UK after taking 
part in the 
drawdown of UK 
Armed Forces at 
Camp Bastion, 
Afghanistan. 


A spokesperson 
reports: The move from 
Camp Bastion was a 
huge undertaking, 
preparations for which 
had been ongoing for 
several years. 

As part of 903 
Expeditionary Air Wing 
(903EAW) Chf Tech 
Savage and his team of 
mechanical and 
electrical technicians 
supported a wide range 
of equipment. These 
included airfield fire 



fr 





Our GEM Facebook winner 
for November 13, 2014 is: 

DAPHNE SHACKSON 

who correctly answered last week’s 
question in The GEM. 

Our lucl<y winning reader, chosen at random 
wins a £25 prize voucher to spend with any 
advertiser in last week’s GEM. 

The competition runs every week throughout 
2014 with a potential prize fund of £ 1, 150. 

Congratulations, Daphne! 

REMEMBER TO LIKE US AND SHARE 
ON FACEBOOK: 

iacebook.com/glamorgangem 


and rescue vehicles, air 
cargo handling 
equipment, and 
passenger x-ray 
machines, all of which 
were vital to keeping 
the air bridge open. 

In addition to this 
task, they were 
responsible for 
equipment to enable the 
redeployment of 
personnel and 
equipment from Camp 
Bastion, as well as the 
support equipment for 
the helicopters of all 
three services. 

Their contribution 
enabled the success of 
missions including 
movement and support 
of troops on the ground, 
intelligence gathering 
and the highly 
important casualty 
evacuation role. 

Almost all the 
equipment used in 
Afghanistan over the 
past 13 years has had to 
be redeployed. Every 
item of equipment, 
including that used by 
the St Athan trained 
airmen, had to be 


accounted for. Toolkits, 
spare parts and larger 
items of equipment such 
as ground power sets 
and aircraft passenger 
access steps has to leave 
in the correct order, at 
the correct time and in 
the correct condition 
and this was a huge 
undertaking for the 
team. 

As the amount of 
equipment reduced, the 
importance of keeping 
the remaining 
equipment serviceable 
and functioning 
increased. During this 
time, inevitably some of 
the equipment failed in 
the harsh desert 
environment, with daily 
temperatures often 
reaching well over 40 
degrees and the team 
rose to every challenge 
that befell them. 

Over the years many 
of the team had made 
numerous trips to 
Afghanistan. However, 
some of the younger 
members were 
experiencing their first 
taste of operational 


WHY RENT? 

BUY A NEW HOME AND 
BE ALL WRAPPED UP 
BY CHRISTMAS. 


Reserve your new home 
and legally complete in 
time for Christmas, and 
we'll pay your Stamp Duty.** 



WIN THE INTEREST PAID ON ^ 

rOUR MORTGAGE FOR 2 YEARS!* 

PERSIMMONHOMES.COM/ 

CHRISTMAS 

^ PERSIMMON 

Together, we make a home 

**5tamp Duty paid is available on selected plots for a December 2014 legal completion, subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. *For full terms and 
conditions on our 'win the interest paid on your mortgage' prize draw, see website for details www.persimmonhomes.com/christmas. Details correct at time of 
goingto press. 


service and quite rightly 
felt privileged to be 
involved at such a 
crucial stage of events. 

RAE personnel 
undertake tours of four 
months or longer and 
take over from 
colleagues who have 
had served similar 
length tours. Personnel 
from 4SoTT support 
operations and 
continually deploy 
throughout the world on 
a rotational basis. 

These operational 
tours, together with 
their specialist trade 
knowledge, gives the 
4SoTT instructors vital 
experience and 
currency. This 
knowledge, experience 
and professional 
confidence is then 
passed on to trainees 
and students to assist 
with pre deployment 
training at the school. 


Tories vow to stop 
Vale and Bridgend 
getting together 


THE Vale Council 
and Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council (BCBC) 
have announced that 
they are keen on 
merging, while 
Conservatives in the 
Vale have vowed to 
stop the plan. 

Since the Williams 
Commission produced 
its report for the Welsh 
Government (WG), 
saying that the number 
of local authorities in 
Wales should be cut 
from 22 to around 12, 
it has appeared likely 
that a merger would 
have to take place. 

There was pressure 
on the Vale Council to 
merge with Cardiff, 
and on BCBC to merge 
with Neath Port Talbot. 

Last week, the Vale 
Council Leader, Coun 
Neil Moore, emailed 
councillors saying: “In 
view of developments 
since the last meeting 
of full council on 
September 29, 2014, 
including the outcome 
of discussions with a 
variety of partners on 
the options available to 
the council, I now 
believe that the Vale 
Council should seek a 
voluntary early merger 
with BCBC”. 

The councils have 
until November 28 to 


tell the WG of their 
interest in a voluntary 
merger. 

BCBC is solidly 
Labour, while in the 
Vale, Labour is very 
much the senior partner 
in a coalition with the 
Llantwit Eirsts. 

The Conservatives, 
on the other hand, 
strongly opposed a 
merger with Cardiff - 
and they are equally 
unhappy with BCBC! 

The Leader of the 
Conservatives in the 
Vale Council, Coun 
John Thomas, said: 
“The Conservative 
group will vigorously 
oppose these plans. 
Councillors of all 
parties, including 
Labour, voted against a 
merger with Cardiff on 
the basis that the Vale 
has the potential to be a 
viable and successful 
authority. What has 
changed? 

“Earlier this year, 
Coun Moore described 
the Williams’ 
proposals as a 
‘slaughter of local 
government’ and I 
would urge him to put 


Vale residents above 
narrow party interest 
and abandon these 
discussions.” 

The Conservatives 
also attacked on 
another front, with a 
regional AM, Suzy 
Davies, putting in a 
Lreedom of 
Information request, 
asking what 
consultation measures 
had been taken by 
BCBC. 

One of the questions 
posed by a merger is 
how council tax would 
be collected. A Band D 
property, for instance, 
is more expensive in 
BCBC than in the Vale. 

Upon merger, it 
would seem that the 
only harmonisation 
solution would be for 
Vale residents to pay 
more, and BCBC 
residents to pay less! 

The number of 
councillors needed 
would be fewer, and it 
is likely that both the 
Vale and BCBC would 
lose between 12 and 14 
councillors. 

(See next week’s 
GEM for more on this.) 


to. 


Charity coffee morning 

THERE will be a coffee morning in the All Saints 
Church Lesser Hall, Victoria Square, Penarth, this 
Saturday, November 22, from Warn until II .30am. 
Admission (50p) will include teal coffee. 

Plenty of bargains to be found! All proceeds to 
charity. 


C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Work 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 

LPG 

Bottle Gas 




WORCESTER 

Bosch Group 
Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel 
Boiler Installations. 
Please take advantage 
of our Free Survey 



Worcester Bosch Group Guarantee 


available 

(Flo Gas 
Stockist) 



Servicing 
from £80 



PLAN AHEAD FOR YOUR HEATING SERVICE. 

Visit our warehouse for aii your piumbing, 
heating and drainage suppiies 

For stores and gas phone 01446 772292 


AGA& 

RAYBURN 

Installation, 

Service 

and 

Breakdown 

For all 
your Tool & 
Plant Hire 


For main office and general enquiries call 01446 772444 
or freephone 0800 8491254 







39F Vale Business Park, Llandow, Nr Cowbridge, CF71 7PF 
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Tidy Wales annual 
recycling awards 


RECYCLING 
enthusiasts are 
being urged to 
apply for a 
Recycling 
Innovation Award, 
as part of the Tidy 
Wales Awards 2014. 

They are open to small 
scale community projects 
and organisations who 
“take innovative 

measures to reduce, reuse 
or recycle waste through 
their activities”. 

The Keep Wales Tidy 
environmental charity, 
which runs the Tidy 
Wales Awards, is again 
calling on volunteer 
groups, schools and 
organisations across 
Wales to put their names 


forward by November 
28. 

The shortlisted three 
groups will be invited to 
the award ceremony in 
Cardiff next February, 
hosted by S4C presenter 
Sian Thomas and Keep 
Wales Tidy Ambassador, 
former Welsh Rugby star, 
Tom Shanklin. 

The overall category 
winner will be 

announced at the 

ceremony and will 

receive a £250 cash 
prize. 

Download an 

application form from the 
Keep Wales Tidy website 
www.keepwalestidy.org 
or e-mail 

twa @ keepwalestidy.org. 


- YOUR - 

•ARMERS' MARKET 
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Ukip names local man 
as its candidate for 
the Vale constituency 


by GEM 
REPORTER 



ABOVE: 
Kevin Mahoney. 


UKIP has announced that its Vale 
candidate for the forthcoming 
2015 General election will be a 
local man Kevin Mahoney. 

He is the third person to enter the 
fray. Alun Cairns, the local MP, is 
standing for the Conservatives, and 
Vale cabinet member, Chris Elmore, is 
representing Labour. 

Mr Mahoney was selected last week 
at a meeting of the recently formed 
Vale Ukip branch. 

He is an engineering supervisor, 
was brought up in Sully and now lives 
near Barry docks. He was elected on to 
the Vale Council in 2012 and has 
previously represented Ukip in 
general, Welsh and European 


elections. 

Mr Mahoney pointed out he was the 
only Vale councillor who refused to 
accept the recent pay rise awarded to 
Welsh councillors, in addition to 
taking a voluntary additional £800 per 
annum pay cut from the local authority 
in protest at wage and ‘working week 
cuts’ proposed for council workers. 

He told The GEM: “As an ordinary 
working guy disgusted with the 
actions of the current political class, I 
am standing in order that voters have a 
real alternative in the Vale to voice 
their own feelings about our future. If 
people want to raise an issue with me, 
I can be contacted on 01446 746671.” 


GREAT WAR AT ART CENTRAL 


THE Vale Council’s art gallery, Art 
Central, is hosting an exhibition of 
remembrance marking the 100 year 
anniversary since the beginning of World 
War One. 

The exhibition will provide a variety of 
interesting, stimulating and thought-provoking 
exhibits, including work by a selection of artists, 
local stories that include artist Suzanne Grover, who 
is showing a triptych of her family members in 
tribute to the Great War, together with an interactive 
display by the Royal National Lifeboat Institution 
(RNLI) entitled ‘Hope in the Great War’, all 
transporting the viewer back in time to 100 years 
ago. 

Among the artists will also be Cardiff based 
photographer Jon Poutney, who will be showing 
monochrome photographs of First World War 
memorials and monuments from across the Vale. 

Poutney has photographed these iconic memorials 


using a 1930s German ‘Voigtlander’ camera, gifted 
to his grandfather by an Italian prisoner of war 
during World War Two. The camera produces 
beautiful nostalgic photographs that create a 
reflective and invaluable visual story for many years 
to come. 

Accompanying Poutney will be Welsh ceramicist 
Tracey Baker. Taking inspiration from the war 
horses used in battle during World War One, Baker 
creates hauntingly beautiful and captivating 
sculptural artworks that stir and move the viewer. 

The exhibition ‘Remembering the Great War’ will 
be on display at Art Central until January 3, 2015. 
The gallery is open to the public from 10am to 4pm 
Monday to Saturday, and entry is free. 


Operation 
Christmas 
Child needs 
volunteers 



VOLUNTEERS are being sought to assist 
with the checking of shoeboxes in 
connection with this year’s Operation 
Christmas Child campaign. 

The warehouse being used this year is Unit C39 
on the Llandow Industrial Estate, Cowbridge and 
those interested in helping are asked to turn up at the 
warehouse where Mr and Mrs Ted Bird, Mr and Mrs 
Roy Hibbert together with Mrs Leanne Popham and 
others are busy checking boxes already collected. 

Last year, over 25,000 boxes were collected in 
south Wales and sent off to children in a number of 
east European countries and, hopefully, this figure 
will be achieved again this year. 

Supplies of ready-wrapped empty boxes are 
available at the warehouse, which is open from 10am 
each day. 




WILL NOT SURVIVE 


Wesibourne School, Ponarth 
This Saturday 22nd November 
9.00-12.30 


Biggar signs up 
for Oil 4 Wales 


O: 


OiWWales 

Olew dros Gymru 

Don’t get left out in 
the cold this winter 
with Oil 4 Wales 

We supply a range of fuel services to homes, businesses, 
agricultural and retail premises throughout Wales. 

> We’re the only Welsh oil distributor to have its fuel accredited by 
the FPS (Federation of Petroleum Suppliers) demonstrating the 
superiority of our fuel and storage facilities 

Never run out of fuel with our planned delivery service 

> Spread the cost with our interest-free budget accounts 
Take advantage of our full boiler maintenance package which 

includes servicing and emergency breakdown repairs 

> Supplying over 35,000 
customers in Wales 
delivered by 21 vehicles 
Oil 4 Wales is the national 
oil brand for Wales 
servicing all of your local 
oil needs. Our buying 
power and truly Welsh 
focus means that the local 
community gets a much 
fairer price for its fuel. 

WORKING WITH THE COMMUNITY, 
FORTHE COMMUNITY 

www.oil4wales.co.uk 

Cardiff 02920 674910 
Boiler maintenance 0800 433 4353 


SPREYS’ fly-half Dan Biggar is 
the latest Welsh international 
rugby player to join Oil 4 Wales as 
a brand ambassador. 

The 



Swansea-born 
player joins Wales’ 
current kicking coach 
Neil Jenkins and Welsh 
international players Ken 
Owens, Dan Lydiate, 
Rhys Priestland, Ryan 
Jones, Jonathan Davies 
and former Welsh 
international Dafydd 
Jones to support the 
independent oil 

distribution company. 

As the oil brand for 
Wales, Oil 4 Wales has a 
strong affiliation with 
Welsh rugby sponsoring 
the Scarlets, Newport 
Gwent Dragons, Ospreys 
and Cardiff Blues teams, 
as well as supplying 
some of the country’s 
leading players. 

Colin Owens, 

managing director of Oil 
4 Wales, said: “We are a 
proud Welsh company 
and are delighted to be 
able to support Welsh 
rugby. Our slogan is 
‘working with the 
community, for the 
community’ and having 
brand ambassadors on 
board like Dan is a great 
way to thank our loyal 
customers. Dan’s 

commitment and passion 
for Welsh rugby is 
exactly the same ethos 
we have at Oil 4 Wales so 
we know he will be a 
great addition to the 
team.” 
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SPECIAL OFFER 


Grab Loads Away at 
only £135 + vat 

COVERING: BARRY, SULLY,WENVOE, 
DINAS POWYS & PENARTH. 

Suppliers of Quarry/ 
Re-cycled Aggragates and Soil 

Please call for prices covering The Vale of Glamorgan. 
No load too big or small, 
we can cover it all. 

Vale of Glamorgan approved contractors. 
We cover all aspects of Tarmac/Block Paving 
/Concrete Slabs & Concrete Drive/Pathways. 


Driver & 1.5 ton Digger Hire from 

ONLY £200 

Driver & 3 ton Digger Hire from 

ONLY £230 

Driver & I ton Dumper Hire from 

ONLY £200 


We cover all aspects of Design and Build. 




For more information please 
call Simon on: 

01446 700535 


Q 


You can follow 
The GEM on Twitter - 
find us @gem news 


INSIGHT INTO THE 
ARMY IN WALES 


PICTURES BY 
HEATHER 
MARCH 

THE Lord 
Lieutenant of South 
Glamorgan, Dr Peter 
Beck, hosted the 
annual Lieutenancy 
dinner last week 
when the guest 
speaker was 
Brigadier Martyn 
Gamble, Commander 
160 (Wales) Brigade, 
who gave an account 
of the current duties 
and responsibilities of 
the army in Wales 
and globally. 

Five new Deputy 
Lieutenants were 
commissioned, 
including three from 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan: Colonel 
Kevin Davies from 
Cowbridge, Mr 
David Jenkins from 
Barry (the present 
High Sheriff) and 
Commander Neil 
Pugh from Penarth. 


Are you going to 
Romilly fayre? 

ROMILLY Primary 
School Christmas 
fayre will be held on 
Saturday, November 
29 from lpm-4pm; 
Santa’s grotto, craft 
stalls, bouncy castle, 
face painting. 



Commander Neil Pugh (HMS Cambria) 
receives his commission. 




PROMEC 

LANDROVER 

iAi»cirav»r Sp»<l4ll«l 


Independent Land Rover and 4x4 Specialist 



Do you have a Land Rover Defender/Evoque 
Freeiander/Discovery/Range Rover/Sport 
and fed up with main deaier prices? 


Let our expert team look after your Land Rover 

at a fraction of main deaier costs! 


We have 30 years experience in the Land Rover range: 

• We can collect vehicle if required. • Courtesy car available 

• Fixed price service • Computer diagnostic 

• Repairs/Brakes/Suspension etc • Mofs • Power upgrades 

Call Ian on 02920 890567 

Llwynmilwas Workshop. Groes Faen, Llantrisant CF72 8NS. 

www.promeclandrover.co.uk 


Berry the puppy 
leads campaign! 


A PORTHCAWL 
woman is leading a 
festive recruitment 
drive for Guide 
Dogs Cymru - with 
the help of a puppy 
named Berry! 

Sandra Corben, of 
Newton, is a familiar 
sight in the town as she 
prepares the nine-month- 
old golden retriever 
puppy for advanced 
guide dog training. 

Mrs Corben, a first¬ 
time puppy walker, is 
urging more people to 
volunteer at a 
recruitment event in 
Trinity Church, 

Porthcawl, on Tuesday, 
November 25. 

“Puppy walking for 
Guide Dogs was 
something my late 
husband and I always 
planned to do,” said Mrs 
Corben. “We loved dogs, 
having owned golden 
retrievers for 30 years. 
“Sadly, I was widowed 
last year. I knew I would 
need a project to keep me 
focused and give me 
something to get up for 
each day. I decided to go 
ahead with our plans.” 

Berry arrived in 
March, aged eight weeks, 
and will stay until spring. 
“When the time comes, I 
know it won’t be easy 
handing her back to 
Guide Dogs,” said Mrs 
Corben. “But it will be a 
positive goodbye as she 
goes on to better things.” 

Becoming a puppy 



walker has helped her 
make a whole new group 
of friends. “We meet up 
with our pups and let 
them enjoy free running 
time together,” she said. 
“When I’m out, people 
are friendly and want to 
know more about Berry, 
and the work of Guide 
Dogs in general. 

“It’s my job to 
introduce Berry to as 
many new sights and 
sounds as possible. It’s 
good to include the 
puppy in your daily 
routine, visiting shops 
and garden centres, doing 
the school run, going on 
public transport and 
joining in family days. 

“There’s great support 
from Guide Dogs staff, 
plus puppy training 
classes for exchanging 
tips and ideas.” 

Guide Dogs supplies 
basic equipment and 


covers all veterinary and 
feeding expenses. 
Volunteers need access to 
a car, and their yard or 
garden must be securely 
fenced to keep 
the puppy safe. 

They need to be with 
the puppy for most of the 
day, and free to take it 
into many varied 
environments - 

sometimes busy and 
difficult. 

“Puppy walking is just 
the challenge I needed,” 
said Mrs Corben. “Will I 
do it again after Berry 
goes? You bet!” 

Find out more at 
Trinity Church, 

Porthcawl, between 
llam-3pm on November 
25. For more details, 
email 
Steve.Kersley@guidedog 
s.org.uk or ring him on 
07785 907728. 


Give your bedroom a 
magical transformation with 
replacement bedroom doors! 



We make doors to replace 
all leading brands, such as 
Sharps, Christies, Strachan, 
MFI and SigmaB. 

Laminate, Solid Wood 
or Fainted Doors available, 
all made to measure 

Most jobs completed in a day 
No need to empty wardrobes 
Fitted within 7 days of order 
Looks as good as new. 

No Mess • Less Cost • No Fuss 

All doors made to measure in 
any style, colour or finish. 

Free, no obligation 
quote-CALL NOW! 


BEDROOM GENIE 

Call: 01446 688021 or 01656 360030 

TRANSFORM YOUR BEDROOM AT A FRACTION OF THE COST 

www.thekitchengenie.co.uk 
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Prince Charles 
in plea to value 
the countryside 


P RINCE CHARLES 
has warned that unless 
we all learn to value 
what the countryside 
provides, the familiar 
British landscape will be lost 
forever. 

In Country Life he has written: 
“The rich, natural tapestry that is 
the countryside we value so highly 
does not just happen by itself. But 
that delicately woven tapestry is 
facing unprecedented challenges. 

“Start pulling out the threads and 
the rest unravels very rapidly 
indeed, and is very difficult to put 
back again - no farmers, no 
beautiful landscapes with 
hedgerows and stone walls; no 
thriving rural communities, no 
villages - or village pubs; no local 
markets, no distinctive local foods. 
Somehow, we need to find a way to 
put a value on our countryside, with 
all its facets.” 

The Prince’s Countryside Fund, 
founded by Prince Charles, who has 
a long-held commitment to 
^^upporting Britain’s hard-pressed 


rural areas, was set up by Business 
in the Community in July 2010. 
With support from businesses and 
donations from the public it has 
been able to invest £4.4 million by 
providing grants that have directly 
benefitted 80,000 people living and 
working in our rural communities 
in greatest need. 

Helen Aldis, manager of The 
Prince’s Countryside Fund, said: 
“Our work to support and sustain 
rural communities would not be 
possible without the generous 
contributions of our supporting 
companies and individuals alike. 

“In addition to contributing to 
the funding of 105 projects across 
the UK to date, the quick and 
generous reaction to the plight of 
the farmers and communities hit by 
the devastating floods in early 2014 
is a testament to how businesses 
and communities can work together 
in times of crisis. 

“However, we must continue to 
invest in supporting the people who 
care for the countryside, to ensure it 
flourishes and survives for future 
generations.” 


PHOTOGRAPHERS DISPLAY 
AT LOCAL RESTAURANT 


LOCAL Penarth restaurant The 
Bistro, has teamed up with local 
photographer Kevin Moore to 
launch a new photographic 
exhibition that will run from 6pm, 
Thursday, November 27. 

Cheryl Day, proprietor of The 


Bistro, says she is “delighted” to 
promote local art and literary events. 

The exhibition follows the success 
of The Bistro’s Dylan Thomas 
evening where well-known actors 
Lynn Hunter and Nathan Sussex 
gave readings from Dylan Thomas. 


GEM readers’ 
response to 
Africa appeal 
was simply 
‘overwhelming’ 

I N your January 30 edition of The 
GEM, you published my appeal for 
warm clothing and hand tools for a 
project/charity. 

The response was overwhelming; the goods 
were packed in 27 banana boxes on their journey to 
the village of Yomba and the surrounding isolated 
community. 

Eventually, all arrived by sea-container and 
road - a long journey. 

I encose photographic proof {top right) that the 
village children gratefully acknowledge the gifts in 
late October. 

Roy Gee, 

Dinas Powys. 



Porthkerry 
theft case is 
postponed 


A JURY at Cardiff 
Crown Court, trying 
two women who are 
alleged to have 
broken into a Vale of 
Glamorgan country 
house and stolen 
jewellery and watches 
worth £100,000 has 
been discharged, 
writes AJ SICLUNA. 

On the second day of 
the trial, following 
discussions between 
counsel and Judge 


Christopher Llewellyn- 
Jones, which cannot be 
reported for legal 
reasons, the case came to 
an end and will be 
relisted in the future. 

Paula Miles (34) and 
Claire Gimblett (39), 
both of Peacehaven, 
Tredegar, were granted 
bail. 

They had each 
pleaded not guilty to 
burgling Porthkerry 
House, Porthkerry, and 
stealing property. 


*15 


01656 648936 

HEODORE 


y- ONS ^ D ^ 


-M 


Bridgend 
Industrial Estate 
(Rear of Celtic Tyres) 
CF31 3AQ 


RbCLAMAT^ONT &'bufLDING SALVAGE 


Visit our fully stocked salvage yard 

Oak Fireplace 
Beams and 
Slate Hearths 
All sizes in stock 




www.theoclorereclamation.co.uk 

Sal & Sun 8.30am-12noon. We^days 8.30am-4.15pm 



BENTON 


Your Garden Machinery Specialists 

Ben'ON Agricultural Services Ltd 

K * :j»’. liANDcr.. • JWIN in ' u t; • iiir, ’’ 

TEL 01446 792 786 EMAIL saleiffbentonagri.com 




SuppucRS of: 


ALKO A7mMr Kawasaki 


Ai- KO LOO SrUTTeilS MITOX UAf Biowexs MITOX SmoiMtos 

rXOM £121.67 4 VAT f BOM £111.67 ♦VAT iXOM £307.60 f VAT 


Boor your Winter Service and Inspection Now From Just £30* 

AVAHABII on AMY MAKt Ot MOD€L RIDCON. fliVl MOVYtX Ofl HAND H€ID fOWf fl ftOOUCT 







veoireaF 


MMWtKiUMi 


1*^ Msm UbftaliTrsc»e«a44iBmr 

Collection Available* 




ALNO 




MITOX Chainsaws al-KO Eucniic 
From £132.$0 *■ vat HtDCtTRHMita 

INOM £74.17 4 VAT 

AlsMD 





Mmax 




Mmvc 


The Perfect Gift For Christmas 






Befitofi A^i slock lots of Toys from Scale Model Tractors to Ride-On Toys 
Ttic Perfect Christmas Gilt. Visit our shop or call us for a free caulofue 
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HALF 

PRICE 

AND IN YOUR 

HOME FOR 
CHRISTMAS 

(While stocks last) 


Designer furniture for every room 
at prices everyone can afford 
STILL IN YOUR HOME FOR CHRISTMAS! 


DISCOUNTS 


OFF EVERYTHING 


In Uie "Autumn" Collecilon | 

TYWvg offers end 






Miranda. 

Beautiful Designer Sofas, in stock 
and in your home for Christmas 
RRP£1999 SALE £999 

£799 THE PAIR 


Solid Oak bedroom I J^jSjjiDiQTMACI 
furniture. Pieces from 
only £99 

Maddison Dining Range. 

Stunning Oak, huge number of pieces in the 
range, in stock and in your home for 
Christmas 
RRP £999 SALE £499 

£399 THE TABLE 



Superb Range of 
Beds & Bedsteads. 
Double Divans 
from only £199 


iHMSTMASU: 




Amazing Selection 
of Dining Furniture 
from only £99 


'X as 

Amazing range of Oak BeautXl designer fabric sofas Amazing selection of wooden and Left or right facing corner units Great choice of Large choice ofdining sets or Reclining action and Leather Choice ofchairs to match your 

Furniture metal bedsteads Bedroom Furniture individual dining tables Sofas table choice 


Land 

Wickes 

, 

fW /# Bentley ^ 
homestcDr^es 


Amazing selection of wooden and 
metal bedsteads 


Unit 5, Freemans Park, 
Penarth Road, 

Cardiff, 

CF11 8TU. 

Tel: 02920 371970 


Large choice ofdining sets or 
individual dining tables 


Reclining action and Leather 
Sofas 


Choice ofchairs to match your Divans with storage in all sizes 
table choice and many colours. 


^A/ C2X. 


www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


homestores 

.co.uk ^ 

PENARTH ROAD 
k CARDIFF 


Over 21 years | | 
/ • of unbeatable take 
low low prices 


NEW 

LATE NIGHT 
MONDAYS 
Open till 8pm 


takeupto^^P 

:,JSU 

F months 


Like us on facebook 


Opening Times Mon: Q.SOam - S.OOpm Tue - Fri: 9.30ann - e.OOpm Saturday: Q.OOam - 6.00 pm Sunday: 10.30am - 4.30pm 


FREE credit 

no interest no charges 
0% typical APR 
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Moving occasion as the community 
pulls together for old soldier Harold 


A FUNERAL in St 
Athan last 

Thursday 
(November 13) 
proved to be a 
fitting end to a 
remarkable social 
media campaign to 
mark the life of an 
85-year-old local 
man. 

Following the death of 
former Welsh Guard 
Harold Morgan, who 
lived in a care home in 
Barry for 14 years, it had 
been feared that nobody 
would turn up after 
funeral directors and the 
church struggled to track 
down family and friends. 

However, thanks to an 
appeal launched on 
Facebook by the vicar 
who presided over his 
service, a contingent of 
Welsh Guards joined 
local veterans to give 
him a proper send-off. 

Local people and 
friends of Mr Morgan 
also came forward as a 
result of the appeal. 

The Revd Rachel 
Simpson said, “When we 
first had the details of the 
funeral come through we 
were given no next of kin 
details, which is very 
unusual, so I was worried 
at the service there would 
only be the solicitors and 
the nurses from the 
nursing home, and that’s 
not a very nice way to 


go.” 

But after the story was 
taken up across the 
country and Rachel was 
interviewed by television 
and radio, including 
Radio 4’s Today 
programme, more and 
more people came 
forward wanting to 
attend and in the end the 
church was packed. 

The Assistant Bishop 
of Llandaff, David 
Wilbourne said; “I am 
deeply grateful for the 
particular care that Revd 
Rachel Simpson took 
over the funeral of 
Harold Morgan. 

“It would have been 
tragic if this old soldier’s 
funeral had gone 
unnoticed, particularly in 
this week of poignant 
Remembrance. 

“A passage from 
Ecclesiasticus, often read 
at funerals, speaks of 
those who seem 
unremembered , 
disappearing as though 
they had not existed, as 
though they had never 
been. 

“The book was written 
22 centuries ago, so 
clearly no-shows at 
funerals were a feature 
then! I have taken 
funerals of very elderly 
people, attended by very 
few, simply because their 
relations and friends 
have died before them or 
moved far away.” 

A local man, William 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


Henderson, attended the 
funeral and said: “The 
Welsh Guards 

resplendent in their full 
dress uniforms and 
complete with their 
bandsmen, formed the 
guard of honour, with 
members of the RAF and 
students of a military 
college. 

“South Wales Police 
joined members of other 
civilian services to line 
the long approach from 
the road to the church 
and with The Royal 
British Legion standard 
bearers, the coffin was 
escorted into the church, 
with every seat and pew 
filled. 

“Little could Harold 
have imagined when he 
wrote his will out many 
years ago, stating he 
wanted his funeral to be 
in St Tathan Church, 
what a wonderful 
gathering would attend. 

“In the eulogy Rachel 
read a hand delivered 
letter that had come from 
Warwickshire, which 
read as follows: ‘NO 
Welsh Guardsman serves 
or dies alone. We are 
family’. 

“It was from Field 
Marshal Charles the Lord 
Guthrie; Major-General 


Christopher Brewery; Lt 
Col David Lewis; and all 
the family of the late 
Major William Mostyn 
Worrall MC. 

“It has to be said, 
however, that in this 
instance, as the members 
of the Welsh Guards 
readily admit, somehow 
Harold slipped through 
their net but we are fairly 
sure he would have felt 
his send off at St Tathan 
at least addressed that 
omission. 

“Did this funeral 
create much outside 
interest? The day after 
the funeral the Parish 
Office had an e-mail 
from CBS News in New 
York, asking how many 
people attended and how 
old was the Welsh 
Guardsman, so dear 
reader, your guess is as 
good as mine!” 

Present at the funeral 
was Vale MP Alun 
Cairns, who said: “The 
local community came 
out in what was a 
wonderful act of support 
for Mr Morgan at the 
funeral. The service was 
very well attended, and it 
was such a fitting event 
for the former Welsh 
Guardsman in a week 
where we remembered so 
many.” 

Through the Facebook 
appeal it emerged Mr 
Morgan, who had lived 
in Owain Court before 
moving to a care home in 


Barry, was a founding 
member of the Welsh 
Railways Research 
Circle. 

Rodney Hall, 

secretary of the Welsh 
Railways Research 
Circle, confirmed a 
number of the group’s 
members were at the 
funeral. 

He said: “A couple of 
our members continued 
to visit Mr Morgan when 
he went into the home. 
But it appears they did 
not get the message he 
had passed away”. 

Following Mr 

Morgan’s funeral in St 
Athan, he had a green 
interment at a burial field 
in Abermule, 

Montgomeryshire last 
Friday - at a site 
overlooking the 

Cambrian Railway. 

Mr Morgan, who had 
been a railway 
signalman, did his 
national service with the 
Welsh Guards and was 
posted to Egypt. 

Ken Ball, of Park 
Funeral Diectors, told 
The GEM that they had 
been delighted that, with 
the help of all the other 
parties, they had been 
able to fulfil Mr 
Morgan’s wishes. 

He said; “Harold had 
clearly planned his 
funeral in some detail, 
and we were glad to play 
a part in this fitting 
conclusion to his life.” 




A 


cinamas 

apapas* 


OUTLET EVENT 


UP TO 75% OFF* 


r 


'SELECTED LINES 


CLOTHING FROM £3 BEDDING & HOME DECOR FROM £6 AND FURNITURE FROM £80 


MONDAY NOVEMBER TO MONDAY DECEMBER 


ONLY AT MAMAS & PAPAS DESIGNER OUTLET 

McArthur glen, bridgend cf32 osu 
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Out and About with The Gl 




YOUR CHANCE 
TO WIN £25 

to spend with any GEM advertiser this week. 
Competition running every week during 2014. 


Simply answer the question posted 
on Facebook each week. 

You will find the answer in that week’s 
GEM which is available online and in print 
every Thursday. 

Inbox us your answer and contact details. 
Competition closes at 5pm every Monday. 

Every week a winner is chosen at 
random and will have £25 to spend with 
any advertiser in that week’s GEM! 

Like US on facebook: 
Jacebook.com/glamorgangem 
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Senior Citizens 

THE November meeting of Cowbridge Senior 
Citizens is today (Thursday, November 20) at 
2pm at the Lesser Hall, Town Hall, Cowbridge. 

The speaker is Stephen Jarvis, and the topic is 
‘Cooking up the past’ 

The Christmas lunch is at the Bear Hotel on 
Thursday, December 18. Names must be given at 
the meeting, or telephone Mavis Ashford on 01446 
775508. 

Jazz meeting 

THE Vale Jazz Eestival group is inviting the 
public to a meeting to discuss funding plans 
today (November 20) at 7pm in Barry Civic 
Offices. 

The group invited the VCVS along to discuss 
approving a constitution and applying for Arts 
Council funding. 

Newydd Housing has become the latest company 
to back the festival which is planned for Barry 
Island in June 2015. 

Anti-poverty centre opens 

A NEW ‘Christians Against Poverty Debt 
Centre’ is being launched on November 21 in the 
Wesley Methodist Church, Tondu at 7.30pm. 

Christians Against Poverty helps people to get 
free from debt and is a free service completely run 
by donations and supported by local churches. 

The head office is in Bradford and there are 
about 300 centres in the UK and also in Australia, 
Canada and New Zealand. 

“The churches in the Aberkenfig district are 
working together and last year opened ‘The 
Store House’ charity shop that is run by volunteers 
and is helping to fund the centre,” Marlene 
Ockwell, CAP centre manager explained. 

Dinas surgery 

A EREE coffee morning for residents will be 
held on Saturday, November 22 in the 
Murchfield Hall, Sunnycroft Lane, Dinas Powys 
at Ham, to meet local county and community 
councillors. 

Alternatively, Plaid councillors can be contacted 
directly: Chris Franks 07725 497423; Val Hartrey 
02920 513274, and Keith Hatton 07749 825751. 
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Plant trees for heroes 

VOLUNTEERS will be needed to plant another 
400 trees along Port Road East as a living 
memorial to the 700 Barrians who never 
returned from the Eirst World War. 

The event will take place on Saturday 
(November 22) meeting at the junction of Merthyr 
Dyfan Road and Port Road East at 12 midday. 

For further information, phone Rob Curtis on 
01446 736287. 

University drop-in 

THE Open University will be holding a drop-in 
information session at Cowbridge Library on 
Saturday, November 22 from 10am - 2pm. Eor 
more information, contact www.open.ac.uklwales 
or call 02920 471170. 

Church fayre 

ALL Saints Church, Park Road, Barry, is 
holding a craft fayre and coffee morning in the 
church on Saturday, November 22 from 10.30am 
to 1pm. 

Handmade gifts, cards, jams, pickles, Christmas 
decorations, bric-a-brac, tombola, cake stall, raffles. 
Entrance 50p, payable at the door. All proceeds go 
to church funds. 

Autumn fayre at Dinas Powys 

THE parish of St Andrew Major autumn fayre 
on Saturday, November 22, at the Parish and 
Lee Halls, Britway Road, Dinas Powys, will be 
opened by Eather Christmas at 2pm. 

Handmade gifts, cards, Christmas decorations. 
White Elephants, books and cakes. 

Charities receiving donations from this year’s 
fayre include the DEC Ebola Crisis Appeal, Help 
for Heroes and the Multiple Sclerosis Society. 

Ebola appeal 

NAZARETH Baptist Chapel, Wigan Terrace, 
Bryncethin holds a Christmas fair on Saturday, 
November 22 from 12pm - 2pm to raise funds 
for Ebola Appeal. 

Hospital staff pack down 
for colleague 

STAEE at the Welsh Ambulance Service and 
University of Wales Hospital accident and 
emergency department are organising a charity 
rugby match - to raise money for a sick 
colleague. 

Adrian Cook, a paramedic in the HART team in 
Bridgend was recently diagnosed with cancer and 
his friends and colleagues have rallied to support his 
fundraising efforts. All proceeds from the rugby 
match will be going to Adrian’s chosen charity, 
Marie Curie. 

Staff from the Welsh Ambulance Service will 
meet University of Wales Hospital emergency unit 
staff in a battle on the pitch at Cardiff Arms Park on 
November 23 at 2.30pm. Tickets cost £2.50 and are 
available on the day. 


To donate a raffle prize, book tickets or for more 
information call Fran Joyce on 07932 018406. 

Oldcastle PACT 

THE Oldcastle PACT meets on November 26 at 
6.30pm in Brynteg Lower School Library. 
Members of the neighbourhood policing team 
and local councillors will be in attendance to 
discuss any issues that residents may have. 

Age Connect host Christmas 
fayre 

Age Connect Cardiff and Vale is holding a 
Christmas fayre on Thursday, November 27 at 
the Civic Offices, Corporate Suite, Holton Road, 
Barry. The fayre will be opened at 10.30am by 
Conn Howard Hamilton, Mayor of the Vale . 

Admission to the fayre is free. Stalls to include 
cakes, crafts, home made preserves, bric-a-brac, 
‘prize every time’ and more, with bargains galore. 

Refreshments, tea/coffee available. There will 
also be a grand prize draw with many attractive 
prizes. Tickets 20p each. 

All proceeds of the fayre go to Age Connect 
Cardiff and Vale Ageing Well Project, Senior Health 
Shop, Barry. Contact 01446 732385 for further 
information. 

Ynysawdre hall choir date 

YNYSAWDRE Village Hall presents an evening 
with The Ogmore Valley Male Voice Choir on 
Eriday, November 28 at 7pm. 

Admission is £5 and includes a homemade cake 
and tea or coffee. For tickets, call Mair on 01656 
722115. 

DH 

School concert 

HOLTON Primary School’s junior choir will be 
performing a musical concert at Crossway 
Methodist Church in Barry, on Wednesday, 
November 26 at 2pm. 

Tickets £2 each (including refreshments 
afterwards), young children are admitted free with 
a paying adult. All proceeds will go towards the 
church interior Space project and the Vale 
Methodist area Zambia schools project. 

Tickets are available from the minister. Rev 
Peter Taylor, on 01446 406262 or 
revpete@live.co.uk, church members or from the 
school office. 

Luncheon club 

VALE Council-led Barry Communities Eirst run 
a luncheon club for those aged 55 and over on 
the first Wednesday of every month, 12pm - 
2pm at Parkside Christian Centre, St Brides 
Way, Barry. 

Contact 01446 709432 or visit 
www.BarryCommunitiesFirst.org. 


Singers’ duet a Facebook hit! 


WHEN singer 
Aubrey Parsons 
asked audience 
member Paul Dark 
to join him on stage 
for a song at the 
Celtic Manor 
recently, no one 
could have guessed 
what would happen 
next. 

“It was like something 
from a film. The entire 
room just fell silent, all 
the customers turned and 
watched with their 
mouths agape. Even all 
the staff stopped what 
they were doing and 
became engrossed in 
what was happening on 
the stage. It was 
beautiful,” said Carly 
Lewis, waitress at The 
Celtic Manor. 

Aubrey had performed 
at Paul’s pub. The 
Cornhill in Rhayader 
earlier in the summer as 
part of the town carnival: 
“I know Paul has a great 
voice, so I asked him up 
to sing. He was a little 
reluctant at first but the 
audience were quite 
insistent! I asked him if 
he knew ‘The Prayer’ 
and luckily enough he 


did,” said Aubrey. 

Another customer 
filmed the duet on his 
mobile phone and posted 
the footage to Eacebook. 
The clip started getting 
thousands of hits, and the 
next day both Wales 
Online and the Daily 
Mirror ran stories about 
the performance, which 
helped make the video go 
viral. 

Owing to the massive 
amount of interest in the 
video, Aubrey and Paul 
have since formed 
‘Parsons and Dark’ and 
recorded their first single 


‘The Prayer’, which they 
have self-financed. All 
proceeds will go to the 
Wales Kidney 

Eoundation. They are 
also currently working 
on their first album 
together. 

“This has all been like 
a dream come true. We 
have both been singing 
separately for years and 
we are both constantly 
being told we should try 
for X-Eactor or BGT, but 
neither of us has ever had 
any luck with those 
shows. 

“In fact, we are both 


completely fed up with 
the TV ‘talent show 
culture’. It seems that 
unless you have a heart 
breaking back-story, a 
truly awful voice, or you 
are prepared to be 
squeezed, twisted, 
shoehomed and moulded 
into a pop band, then you 
really don’t stand a 
chance on these shows.” 

Aubrey added: “So 
we’ve decided to join 
forces and give the world 
what we think they’ve 
been waiting for. Big 
songs, big voices and big 
shows!” 


WELSH HEARTS RUN 
IN MEMORY OF RON 


MATTHEW SMITH’S dad Ron 
died in August this year, aged 64, 
from a heart attack, and his son 
Jackson (7) and friends and family 
will be taking part in ‘The Great 
Cardiff Bay Santa and Elf Dash’ 
on Sunday, December 7 in his 
memory. 

It is organised by the Welsh Hearts 
charity. 

Matthew said: “Ron was the greatest 
and kindest man you could ever meet. 
He always put other people first and 
has left a massive gap in all of our 


lives! He will never be forgotten and 
he will be so proud that we will be 
doing this event in memory of him and 
helping to raise money to help Welsh 
Hearts buy defibrillators across 
Wales.” 

The Santa and Elf Dash is a festive 
event for all the family to take part in. 
Registration is £5 each and participants 
receive a T-shirt, certificate, medal, 
water and prizes for the best dressed 
Santa and Elf! 

To register, contact the fundraising 
office on 02920 786521, or register 
online http://welshhearts .org/santa./ 
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C2S WALES 

-Est. 2014- 

Reassuringly better than all other 
window and door companies 

f V 


Any 6 double glazed 
windows PLUS any 
UPVC front door 

fUUY RTTEO FOR ONLY 


AND A UPVC 
FRONT DOOR PER MONTH 




By fiWng out wj>k/ow^ you wiV/ save up to £754 per year on 
your heating Our affordabie and fiexibfe fmance often you 
one of the hwest rates /n the country on/y 9.9% APR. 



# We have the best chokes in design and styles 
We offer the largest variety of choice in wir>dow and 
doors« with many years of expertise in design, and we will 
help you choose styles and colours to suit your home. 

^ We are the best at installing windows and doors 
We guarantee that there will be no major disruption or 
damage during your Installatioa and you will not need 
to redecorate after we leave. Each window can be fitted 
within 2 hours« from start to hnbh. 


^ We have the best quotation process 

Our Sales Advisors will visit your home to help guide you 
through the choices and funding for your rsew windows 
and doors. They vdll leave you with a full quotation, arvd 
all the information you require^ from which you can make 
an informed decision. We promise that this process will 
take less than one hour of your time. 





9 OUT OF 10 CUSTOMERS have recommended G2S WALES to a friend or family member 

'■art Of THE GJS GROUP CAU US FREE: 

G2S WALES 0800 322 322 

wEARETMEBEST- - Est. 2014 - www.g2swales.co.uk 

Bndgend UrWt 1 Yort Park« Bridgend Industrial Estate. B«'idgend CF31 IT Showrooms also at Gloucester. Swindon. Soflisbury, MelksKam & Bristol 

fa UlCrm#aMM»M> Mteilpaa ■oBta MiJaafacaa* kr Raiy nN,Awi A— ^nai a»la Ata USCia^ I«mb» Mtii* Id aaLA 

%npRt ta B frA edoae UnfJWarmaa i tWC >EaiOooa • fwUr pay a CAIUSP 

p«v(&iOtr<vart«r\i U9w44ii^1f%UR0$ (wmt r«Qiar«)a«Ma4(i6Li60tl9<%E«^l»«onHf tofOfiB .il^oiaiooaa 
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Tretnwch Aelodaelh Ymrwymedig Gyfiawn neu Aetodaelh YstafeN Ftyrfhau yn ystod mis Rhagfyr 

Dim byd i'w dalu tan tis lonaw* 
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with 12 special offers* from halo Leisure 

■ Tues Wed yy 

: 2 DEC 3 DEC W 

m ^ 'SfVie. mm »•«««» Cr*ir\ i.C’aUk ^ 


■ Tues 

: 2 DEC 
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Wed 

3 DEC 
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4 DEC 


Book a beauty matmem at the saton at 
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Fri 

5 DEC 
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Why wait until the New Year • There's no time like the present to get fitter 

[ MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL OFFER 

I Take out a Complete CommiMed Membership or Toning Suite Membership during December 

Pay nothing unW January' 

Immediate use of all facilities and a FREE Halo water bottle and sweat towel 
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All images by 

Graham Davies Photography 


THE ACT Training hair and beauty class of 
2014 at Bridgend have literally rounded off 
the year in style by creating a range of 
fantastical looks to mark them gaining the 
final stage of their industry qualification. 

Learners from ACT’s Nolton Street centre in the 
town were given free rein to put styling skills accrued 
throughout the year to use in any way they wanted, and 
created a variety of stunning designs in the process. 

From a Shakespeare-inspired fairy tale princess, to 
a punk-rock neon look, four students studying towards 
their Level 3 Apprenticeship in Hairdressing came up 
with a knockout series of styles to the delight of their 
tutor Elaine McCabe and other staff based at the 
centre. 

The learners involved, who are otherwise employed 
at salons within the local area, have now progressed 
from their Level 1 and Level 2, to Level 3 
Apprenticeships as a result. Those taking part were 
also supported by beauty apprentices from ACT 
Bridgend, who helped them by creating some striking 
Prom and Avante-Garde themed make-up looks as part 
of their coursework too. 

Hairdressing tutor Elaine McCabe said: “We like to 
challenge our students to think outside the box and 
bring their creative side to the fore, and our annual 
catwalk task presents us with the perfect opportunity to 
do this. 

“This year, however, we set them a photo-shoot task 
working alongside professional photographer Graham 
Davies where the learners had a full schedule on the 
day, with experience of working to the demands of a 
real photo shoot, and I was very proud of how 
professionally the learners worked.” 

ACT Training is Wales’ largest training provider, 
providing more than 30 routes to a range of learning 
opportunities for young people across the country in 
the form of traineeships, apprenticeships and other 
vocational qualifications. 

FLAGSHIP SALONS 

For hair and beauty trainees, it operates flagship 
salons in Cardiff, Bridgend, Caerphilly and Wrexham, 
where training is delivered by tutors with big industry 
credentials and often a background working with some 
of the sector’s leading celebrity names. 

Staff behind the photo-shoot brief were thrilled 
when learners went on to create a range of mood 
boards, research a variety of costume looks, create and 
discuss budgets, and work to a time scale which lead 
to a variety of out of this world looks that were 
produced on the day. 

Student Katie IGng, who works at the Charizma 
salon in Pontyclun, said: “I enjoyed organising the 
event and being creative, and this was a great 
opportunity to show my skills, so I feel much more 
confident now in terms of taking part in events like this 
in the future.” 

Shivaun Dawe, from Innovation Hair Design in 
Bettws, Bridgend, said: “The day ran smoothly and 
this was due to the preparation before the event, and 
overall I’ve really enjoyed my training with ACT. 

“Elaine was always on hand to help with any 
problems and to boost our confidence, and I enjoyed 
working with the photographer too, who put us all at 
ease.” 

Alisha Corria, who is self-employed at Studio 15 in 
Talbot Green, and Lauren Griffiths, who is employed 
by the Coco salon in Cardiff, also took part in the 
exercise. 

Gayle Ford, Bridgend Centre Manager, said: “It was 
an exciting day and fantastic to see learners and staff 
working together and generally having a great time. A 
lot of hard work went into preparing for the day which 
paid off, as the end result clearly shows.” JC 


The students are pictured with their tutor. Left to right: Lauren Griffiths^ 
Katie King;, Elaine McCabe (tutor) Shivaunne Dawe and Alisha Corria. 


Reader asks: ‘WHERE ARE THEY NOW?’ 


GEM reader Leigh Smith writes, “1 came across 
this picture (left) in a dusty drawer!” 

“It shows Seabank Hotel waiting staff during 
summer 1961, the year that the UK Open Golf was 
held at the Porthcawl Golf Club near Rest Bay. 

“It was a very well respected four-star hotel, 
which was always very busy. Gordon was the Head 
Waiter (out of uniform) and the sender of this image 
is wearing a bow tie and white jacket!” 


Pupils raise cash for charity 


STUDENTS at Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School 
have been praised by their 
headteacher after an 
intensive week of 
fundraising. 

Headteacher Andrew Slade 
said: “I am delighted to report that 
following an exhaustive five days 
of commitment, enthusiasm and 
energy on the part of our students, 
the ‘Head Team’ raised almost 
£5,000 during Charities’ Week. 

“As each day went by, the 
fundraising gathered momentum 
with events such as Strictly Come 
Dancing, Stars in Their Eyes, 
Womanless Miss World, I’m a 


Teacher Get Me Out Of Here and 
Mastermind. 

“A first this year was the Ice 
Bucket Challenge which was 
undertaken by senior staff on an 
exceptionally cold day, much to 
the amusement of the pupils. The 
keenly-anticipated fancy dress day 
for Children in Need on Friday, 
November 14 was the pinnacle of 
the week, with the Head Team 
dressing up as Jelly Beans and 
fundraising hard all day.” 

He continued: “The youth of 
today are often much maligned 
and criticised and seldom given 
the praise that they deserve. I 
would like to take this opportunity 
to thank our pupils and staff for 


contributing so wholeheartedly to 
this campaign and congratulate 
our extraordinary young people on 
raising this impressive amount of 
money for charity. 

“Links with the local 
community are further enhanced 
with contributions to Ty Hafan, 
Latch, the RNLI and the 
Sandville. Donations will also be 
made to MNDA, Mind, LLM 
Fund, Touched by Cancer and the 
GULU Mission Initiative in 
Uganda. 

“Very well done to you all!” 

• See page 37 for pictures of 
the students on their fundraising 
mission. 


Pumpkins not just 
for Hallowe’en.. 

THE next meeting of years, will also explain 
the Llantwit Major how the modern USA 
Horticultural Society Thanksgiving Day on 
on Wednesday, November 27 has 

November 26 at evolved, and the 
connection to pumpkin 
pie. 


7.30pm in 


the 


She will bring some 


Llantonian Hall, will 
be a talk by Polly 

, pie for us to try, along 
She will give cultural ^ 

tips on growing great v v 
pumpkins, and what to 8'''=®" ‘“““to ®^ke, 

do with them besides complete with hand-out 
carving Halloween recipes, 
lanterns. All are welcome at the 

The tips would also Llantonian Hall, 

apply to other Cucurbit Llantwit Major, which is 
crops that are similar in 

their appearance and ^ , , r.i 

requirements for growth l>brap, at he back of the 
including the gourds, ‘^’‘Sby club car park. 
melons and cucumbers. Admission is free, and we 
Polly, an American look forward to seeing 
living in Wales for many you. EB 


BRIDGEND STUDENT STYLISTS ROUND 
OFF THEIR 2014 CHALLENGE IN STYLE! 










































Thursday November 2Qth, 2014 


WWW,facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 21 



Local shopping 
makes sense 


in so many ways 


RIGHT: 
N&M 
FrangouUs is a 
great family 
business that has 
served the Barry 

public since 1950. 

THERE’S a strong 
emphasis on local 
shopping now for 
very practical 
reasons...travelling 
a long way to big 
city centres means 
more time and extra 
costs. 

Even retail parks have 
major frustrations, with 
choked car parks and 
long queues at the check 
-outs. 

Barry is now better 
served for parking with a 
multi-storey car park, a 
carpark behind the libary 
and one in Thompson 
Street. 

There are also parking 
bays dotted around local 
streets. It means people 
can park near the 
business they want - and 
then browse other local 



shops. 

Many of them are 
family concerns like N & 
M Frangoulis on 
Thompson Street. 

Being the oldest 
established family- 
owned shoe repair 
business in Barry it has 
seen a lot of changes. 

When it opened in 
1950 the original owner 
George Frangoulis soon 
had a reputation of taking 
on the most challenging 


FONE- 
BIL 


s 



Mobile 
phone 
unlocking 

Cash Paid for Mobile 
Phones - working or not 

iPhones 

Wanted 

Bought for Cash 

REPAIRS ON ALL 
MOBILE PHONES 
iPhone 4 & 4s 
LCD Supply & Fit £40 

iPhone 5, 5c & 5s 
LCD Supply & Fit £60 

TKlOGfflPSOK] ©ITSSS'irp 

Tel: 01446 421666 


shoe repairs, and making 
the very best ‘made to 
measure’ hand-made 
shoes. 

The legacy continued 
when Nick Frangoulis 
took over, maintaining 
the high standards and 
expanding his services. 

Nick told The GEM: 
“Key cutting was 
introduced in the early 
70s which has developed 
and grown over the years 
and we are now of one of 
the largest key stockists, 
including the cutting and 
programming of chipped 
car keys. 

“As well as making 
shoes, Frangoulis stocks 
the very best in British 
made quality shoes with 
brands such as Barkers, 
Cheaney, Padders, 
Trickers, to name but a 
few. 

“We also stock a 
variety of high quality 
leather goods - including 


wallets, purses, passport 
and travel card holders. 

“In recent times 
computerised engraving 
has been introduced to 
personalise gifts as well 
as stocking a range of 
awards trophies and 
Cups - together with a 
large range of genuine 
Zippo lighters which can 
be engraved. Other 
products include watch 
batteries, watch straps 
and dancewear.” 

One of the town’s most 
popular shops is Pets R 
Us on Regent Street. It’s 
the go-to place for all 
your animal ‘needs and 
feeds ’ whether dogs, cats 
or smaller animals. 

It’s run by Steve Lane. 
He and the staff are 
trusted because they all 
have specialist 

knowledge in the 

products they sell. 
(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 22) 




Frangoulis Shoe Repairs 

Key & Engraving 

No 4 Thompson Street 

(next to the new car park) 

Shoe Repairs while u wait 

• Key Cutting 

• Watch Batteries 

• Engraving 

• A large range of Trophies, 

Tankards, Zippo lighters 

• High quality leather wallets & purses 

• Polishes, Waxes, Laces 
SERVICING THE SHOES OF THE BARRY 

COMMUNITY FOR OVER 50 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 739823 
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HAVE A VERY 



rJOY FEEE^VENTS 
AL1» THE FAMILY! 



LIGHT UP THE SQUARE LET IT SNOW 

I KING SQUARE, BARRYi 


■ CENTRAL PARK,-BARRY 


Saturday 29^ovember 

12 noon to 5pm 

Enjoy live music from All 
That Jazz, The Bucket Band 
and Wonderbrass along with 
the festive street entertainers. 
Join street artists Urban 
Canvas as they draw a 
beautiful Christmas Garland 
on the Square in pavement 
chalks and pastels. 

Also... new for 2014, see the 
Town Hall come to life with 
a spectacular 3D Christmas 
projection display, which will 
take place just before the 
Christmas Light countdown 

The Christmas lights on the 
Square and on the Christmas 
tree will be switched on ^ 
at 5pm. 



Saturday 13thTS%cem 

10am to 4pm 

For one day only Santa and 
his reindeer will be coming 
to town! 

The park will become a festive 
arena complete with snow, 
festive live music, street 
entertainers and Christmas 
play workshops and watch 
as artist Jon Hicks creates 
original and seasonal 6ft tall 
paintings of Santa and snowy 
landscapes. 


CHRISTMAS MARKET 

, KING SQUARE. BARRY, 


Saturday 13th December 

10am to 4pm 

Barry is hosting its first 
Christmas Market on King 
Square. 

Get yourself in the festive 
spirit and purchase some 
unique arts and crafts 
from local producers. 



U8k 


260 Holton Road, 
Barry 

Tel: 01446 721242 






For further details on all events 
please call 01446 7047Z7 or go to 
www.visitthevale.com or follow @visitthevale 
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GIFTS GALORE 
AT CHRISTMAS 


Kath and Sue of Fountains Tea Room, 
provide a warm welcome for customers. 



Est. 1996 


COMPUTER & LAPTOP: 
Sales, Repair & Upgrade 
Internet Cafe • 

Home & Business call outs 
Broadband Set-ups 
Cloud Services 


CHRISTMAS OFFER 

PC’s from £320.00 
Laptops from £260.00 
Computers, Laptops, Tablets 

Huge range of stocking fillers and 
computer accessories in store 



40 Holton Road, Barry 
Tel: (01446) 747702 Fax: (01446) 7446; 
www.tlsystems.co.uk - shop online 
email: mail@tlsystems.co.uk 


A Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year 
to all our customers 



(CONTINUED FROM 
PAGE 21) 

The business runs a 
dog-grooming service, 
sells all the top specialist 
dog foods, and has a 
range of Christmas toys, 
treats and coats. 

On the corner of 
Regent Street and Holton 
Road, is La Cucina - a 
favourite place for 
people meeting up with 
friends. 

For shoppers wanting 
a moment to rest weary 
feet, local office workers 
out for a lunch break or 
friends just meeting 
friends, it is the ideal 
place to have a meal, 
snack or coffee. 

Ferda, the owner, 
explained: “We provide a 
relaxed, friendly, 

welcoming atmosphere 
for people. 

“They appreciate the 
fact that we are a 
business here for the 
long term, with roots in 
the town.” 

Ferda has always 
provided quality food at 
affordable prices. 



Children’s meals start 
at £2.50; there’s a 
‘specials board’ with the 
likes of sweet chili 
chicken stir fry at £6.25, 
corn beef pie at £5.95 
and home-made sweet 
and sour chicken at 
£6.25. 

La Cucina offers a 
huge range of ‘hot 


Iftuckleys^i^ 


Ruckleys is your one stop children's destination store. 
Stocking everything from early days to school days. 

, mu 





Luxury Dolls House 

Limited stock • Was £100 

Now only £79.99 


Rocking Horse 
Only £79.99 


J 

Silver Cross Dolls Pram 
From £300 




Luxury Dolls Crib 
Only £59.99 


Dolls Moses Basket 

Various Designs £29.99 


Happy Hopperz Childrens Character 

Any animal-any size Armchairs 

Special Offer £20 various designs available £34.99 

I 





Cyril Dog Rocker 
Special Offer £87.99 

Available in other colours 


Frozen Pyjamas & Tops 
From £7.99 


By opening a savings plan you can shop now for all your 
Christmas toys without having to pay straight away. 

Visit us at 

45 Holton Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 4HB. 
Tel 01446 700006 • www.ruckleys.co.uk 

Join us on Face book at Ruckleys Barry 


refreshments’ - a 
bewildering range of 
coffees and lattes 
(including ginger bread 
and chai lattes!) - and 
‘cold refreshments’, 
milkshakes, organic 
juices, cokes, and 
sparkling water. 

It also has a huge 
choice of toasted paninis, 
and ‘special’ paninis, 
sandwiches, breakfasts, 
bagels, jacket potatoes, 
salads and hot dishes. 

Festive offerings will 
include paninis with 


chicken and stuffing, 
cranberry and grape; 
also, mince pies and 
Christmas cake. 

There are tables 
outside if people want a 
puff! 

La Cucina takes pride 
in providing quality 
food, served in a spotless 
environment. 

Ferda added: “I 
would like to thank all 
my customers and wish 
them a very happy 
Christmas and festive 
season.” 


La Cucina 
S^Caie^ 

51 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 

Ferda and his team would like to wish 
all his customers a Merry Christmas 

Open for Breakfasts from 8.30am 

Hot and Cold Dishes, 
Paninis, Freshly Baked Baguettes. 

Healthy Options and a 
range of Delicious Cakes. 

Our very popular hand made 
Coffees and Hot Chocolates. 

Ideal for ladies who lunch, 
busy shoppers, business meetings 
or just a chat with friends. 

Open: 9am - 5pm Monday - Saturday 

01446 722024 





CASIO 



TEA ROOMS 



CELEBRATIN 
IlQiYEAiRS 


Saturday 29th November 

10% OFF 

ALL MEALS & DRINKS 

for one day only* Free Mince Pies & 
Welsh Cakes • Free Raffle 1 
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REPAIR 




Speciality Teas & Coffees 
Homemade Cakes & Meals 
Kids' Meals only £2.95 
with Free Ice Cream & Drink 


Try one of our fannous breakfasts: 

Danny DeVito (Small) £3.50 
Mel Gibson (Medium) £4.50 
Rambo (Large) £5.50 

Served all day 

FREE Tea & Coffee before 11 am 


OAP Menu available 
Wed & Thurs £3.95 Set Menu 

Open 8.30am-4.30pm Mon-Sat 


132 Holton Road, 
Barry CF63 4HH 

(ABOVE HOLLAND & BARRETT) 

01446 739230 
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IBHtItMRi l«ry (K3 4H0 

fje S.» fJt 1J» 


CALL 01446 728 225 
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* ;V* A FESTIVE LOOK AT 

HOLTON ROAD 


DID YOU KNOW THAT ‘TECH 
CITY’ IS ON YOUR DOORSTEP? 




4 


Gadget repaii 
specialists 
Greenpoint IT. 



D id you know that Barry has its very own tech city? TL 
Computer Systems (Wales) Ltd and Greenpoint IT are 
based at 40 Holton Road and 18 Holton Road 
respectively. 

At this time of year lots of people are thinking of buying games consoles, 
laptops, mobile phones and the like as Christmas presents - these guys have all 
the help, advice and backup you could need. 

Dave Elliott of TL Computer Systems set up the company in his home in 
1996 and they moved to Holton Road in 2000. The company is undergoing a 
complete refit which should be complete in the next few days. 

Dave explained: “We deal with every computer need - both domestic and 
commercial. We do sales, service and support.” 

Do you want a computer for your home or business? Are you into gaming, art 
or music? Dave and the team will tailor hardware to your specific needs and will 
provide backup too. “Most people have an idea of the budget they want to work 
to and we can source the kit on that figure.” 

The team can supply the parts for people to build their own computers, or 
decide on the specification with customers and construct it for the customer to 
take home and plug in. 




ABOVE: Wendyf Danielle and the staff 
at Pets R Us have great advice for all 
local animal lovers. 


Once your computer is installed, you can even get technical support remotely. 

TL Computer Systems also deals in top name brands. 

A few doors away, at 18 Holton Road, is Greenpoint IT - the gadget repair 
specialists. The company is run by Kris Price. “We’ve been here for just over a 
month, having moved from Cardiff Road where we were from 2007. 

“We repair laptops, PCs, iPads, iPods, mobile phones and games consoles. 
All people have to do is give us a ring and we can give them a quote for the 
work. People can either drop the gadget in or request a collection. 

“Once we’ve had time to look at the item we’ll call the customer to confirm 
the cost and timescale of the repair. As soon as it’s ready we’ll call to let the 
customer know they can collect it or arrange a delivery. We also have a selection 
of refurbished lapstops and tablets that people can choose from. 

“We’ve got phone and tablet cases that make ideal Christmas presents too,” 
Kris added. 

He and the team also offer IT training and business support. Pick ups and 
dropping off are possible throughout the Vale area 


K 


GROOMERS 






THE ONE STOP SHOP 
FOR ALL YOUR PETS 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS & IDEAS 

Dog Grooming 
Available 

Dogs Leather Leads, Collars & Harnesses 
- all colours and sizes. 

Winter and Fashion Dog Coats. 
Selection of Pet Christmas Toys 
and Stockings. 

New display of Coldwater 
and Tropical Fish. 

1000 s of Fish in Stock. 

New Aquarium Selection. 

Find us on Facebook 

petsrus.barry@hotmail.co.uk 


» 




BARRY TYRE CENTRE Ltd 


f'lr. 


A family owned business serving Barry for nearly 40 years 




FREE WINTER CHECK & TOP UP 


• FREE Battery Check 

• FREE AntMreeze check & top up 

• FREE Windscreen Wash check 
& top up 

• FREE Oil check . 

Tyre check 


> Wheel Alignment 

> Tyres, Exhausts 
& Batteries 

> Motorcycle tyres 



* Car servicing 


g-m 

* 4x4 tyres & Alignment 



MICHELIN, HELPING YOU 
^ STAY SAFE ON THE ROAD 

BUY MICHELIN TYRES AND CUUM A 
FUEL GIF CARD WORTH UP TO £100* 


TYRE SIZE 
NUMBER OF TYRES PURCHASED 

FUEL GIFT CARD CLAIM VALUE 


*Terms and conditions apply. Participating dealers only. Offer applies to car, van and 4x4 
tyres only. Valid from 1 October until 30 November 2014. Maximum one claim per vehicle. 


MoT's 


iPad Mini Voucher Entry 

This Voucher together with proof of purchase at Barry Tyre 
Centre entitles the holder to a single entry into the prize draw 


fl Name: Tel No: 


Cut out voucher and fill in your name and telephone number above ' 
and together with your proof of purchase from Barry Tyre Centre hand 
in your voucher to Owners Stuart Kirke or Paul Goodwin. Only entries 
handed in person to Stuart or Paul will be entered into the prize draw. 

ENTRY ONLY BY PROOF OF PURCHASE AND THIS VOUCHEF 
PRINTED, COPIES NOT ACCEPTED 

Closing Date December 29th 2014 See website for competition terms and conditions 



WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE 


Please phone for a quote for your vehicle! 


LOWER GUTHRIE 
STREET, BARRY CF634PS 

01446 737447 

Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am -1 pm 





HOLTON ROAD, 

BARRY CF634HU 

01446745888 

Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 3pm 


Go online to check out our special deals! 


www.barrytyreautocentre.co.uk 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

























































24 - THE GEM 



WWW,facebook.com/slcintorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


For top advice on music 
and musical instruments 
make a trip to JPL Sound 
- the Barry Music Shop 

J PL Sound - 
The Barry 
Music Shop 
has developed a 
reputation for 
honest, 

straightforward 
advice on musical 
instruments and 
equipment. 

Many people want to 
buy a young family 
member a musical 
instrument as a 
Christmas gift and are 
tempted to purchase over 
the internet. 

But that can cause 
complications when the 
instrument arrives and is 
not set up correctly. 

What then? Internet 
companies by their very 
nature are more distant, 
and the chances of 
speaking directly to 
someone to sort out a 
problem are remote. 

Why go through all 
that when John and his 
staff can give all the 


•Brabantia^Stellar^Candy^NewWoild^Brabantia^Stellar^^ ^ 



John and Sam of JPL Sound The Barry Music Shop 
offer the best advice on all things musical. 


expert advice needed 
face to face, order the 
item, and check 
everything is in good 
working order when it 
arrives. 

It means there are no 
big Christmas Day 


dramas and 
disappointments. 

The shop always has 
festive offers and 
provides excellent 
service because it thrives 
on repeat business. 

JPL Sound - The 


Barry Music Shop is 
famed not just in Barry 
but throughout south 
Wales for the numerous 
events it supports with 
its sound systems, 
including the annual 
Rotary Fireworks Fiesta. 


«(3-*j|ppyj|||(|j| 
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PREMIUM QUALITY BRANDS 
AT THE LOWEST POSSIBLE 
PRICES. INTERNET PRICING 
ON MANY PRODUCTS. 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and 
accessories. Factory refurbished 
and brand new appliances in 
stock. Freestanding & built-in ovens, 
hobs, dishwashers, washing machines, 
fridge freezers. Range cookers. 


NEW 

WASHING 

MACHINES 

From 

£179.99 

ONLY WITH 
THIS ADVERT 


Refurbished 
from £99.99 


XMAS SPECIAL 

] BOSCH Washing Machine 

] WAE24063GB . 

» £228 

1 THIS VOUCHER ^ 

I LOWEST UK PRICE! 

! Whilst Stocks Last 


DISCOUNTS FOR 
THE OVER 60s 

on Tuesdays & Thursdays 

(Please ask in-store for details) 

ONLY WITH THIS VOUCHER 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 

KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & showroom 

at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Experienced sales staff on hand to advise you with your purchases. 

All In Stock! - Ready to Go! Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


> Candy • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG • LEG < 


Franke 
Sinks 
& Taps 

all at 

bottom 

internet 

prices 

all year 
round. 
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Sudden death prompts probe 

POLICE have confirmed that they are investigating the sudden death of a man at 
Southerndown on Monday. 

Mr Peter Coles, aged 76, from the Litchard area of Bridgend, died around 4pm on that day and an 
investigation has been launched on behalf of the coroner. However, the incident is not being treated as 
^spicious and next of kin have been informed. a 


Local choir draws 
in 18 new voices! 



THE waves made by Barry 
Male Voice Choir’s recent 
recruitment campaign have 
created a swell of interest in 
the area and the taster 
evening held at the West End 
Social Club attracted 20 
potential new members. 

Men from Barry, Rhoose, 
Dinas Powys, Wenvoe, Penarth 
and Llantwit Major attended. 

Musical director Dorothy 
Connell, accompanied by Emma 
Arscott, led the guests through a 
varied programme of songs, as an 
introduction to male voice 
singing. 

The stirring sounds of the 


combined voices of choristers and 
guests singing in near harmony 
was enjoyed by all and hopefully 
suggests that the choir can soon 
expect a number of new members. 
At a follow-up session, 18 
potential choristers took part. 

Choir president Gordon 
Mudford said: “Barry Male Voice 
Choir enriches the lives of many. I 
hope that the choir recruitment 
campaign has safeguarded the 
future of the choir and will allow 
the 112-year legacy of our 
predecessors to continue. 

“The choir is committed to 
entertaining and supporting the 
organisations and charities of 
Barry and rest of the Vale. Over 


the years, we have raised 
thousands of pounds for good 
causes. 

“We shall continue to do this. 
Our engaging and colourful 
recruiting campaign was made 
possible by the generous support 
of the Barry Town Council.” 

It’s not too late for any men 
interested in joining. Just turn up 
at our taster sessions on Mondays 
at 6.30 til 7.15pm in Trinity Hall, 
Barry (lower floor side entrance) 
or at the choir rehearsals at the 
same venue on Mondays or 
Thursdays, 7.30pm - 9.30pm. 
Email: 
www.barrymalevoicechoir.co.uk. 

Gareth Jones 


Villagers claim abolition 
of settlement boundaries 
is ‘contradictory’ measure 


A GROUP of villagers 
has written an open 
letter to the leader of 
the Vale council, 
claiming it is 
‘contradictory’ that 
settlement boundaries 
are being abolished 
locally. 

The correspondents 
live in St Nicholas, 
Ystradowen, 
Bonvilston, East 
Aberthaw, St Athan, 
Llanblethian and Wick. 


In the letter they 
say: understand 

that The Vale Council 
has grave reservations 
about the prospect of a 
merger with Cardiff 
Council in the 
forthcoming 
reorganisation of local 
government in Wales. 

^^In the press last 
month it was reported 
that a key reason why 
the Vale Council would 
prefer an amalgamation 


with Bridgend Council 
is that it would ensure 
that the rural 
characteristics of both 
the Vale and Bridgend 
are 'protected and 
enhanced for the benefit 
of the wider region'. 

"Clearly many will 
welcome this emphasis 
given the widespread 
apprehension that if the 
Vale is absorbed into a 
greater Cardiff local 
authority, then over the 


Tourism ambassadors go 
on a tour of the Vale 



N November 14 a 
group of participants 
from the Vale of 
Glamorgan tourism 
ambassador training 
programme departed 
Cowbridge on a 
familiarisation tour of the 
Vale. 

As we travelled to our first 
destination we were delighted that the 
stormy weather of the past few days 
had given way to a day of warm 
autumnal sunshine. 

Having enjoyed an interesting 
guided tour of the National Trust-run 
Dyffryn House and garden, our next 
visit was to Dr Salmon’s Wells at 
Penllyn: here we were introduced to 
the history of the well, in days before 
piped water was introduced to the 
community. 

Highlight of our afternoon was a 
visit to the Glamorgan Heritage Coast, 


where, in the company of a Heritage 
Coast ranger, we explored the 
attractions of Dunraven Estate, and 
enjoying scenic views of the 
spectacular cliffs and beach as we 
looked eastwards towards Nash Point. 

With the tide departing, there was 
time for some beachcombing as the 
sun started to set. Ewenny Priory was 
our final destination of the day for a 
few moments of quiet reflection 
before setting off on our homeward 
journey. 

Those who took part would like to 
thank Angharad Wynne and Branwen 
Dickson from Creative Rural 
Communities (Cowbridge) for 
organising the event. The National 
Trust, Glamorgan Heritage Coast 
Rangers, and Ewenny Priory for the 
welcome we received. Cresta 
Coaches and ‘Cowbridge and 
Beyond’ coach Tourism Project for 
arranging transportation. 

Ian Thomas, Cardiff 
(Vale Tourism Ambassador). 


next few decades the 
rural Vale could be 
subjected to excessive 
development in order to 
ease the acute shortage 
of building land within 
Cardiff. 

"Given the Vale 
Council’s position on 
the importance of 
preserving the 
outstanding scenic 
quality of our Vale rural 
areas, we find it 
anomalous that the Vale 
Council has proposed in 
its Deposit LDP to 
abolish the settlement 
boundaries around 24 
villages in the Vale, 
particularly since 
Bridgend Council has 
kept settlement 
boundaries around its 
villages in its adopted 
LDP.” 

It has recently been 
announced that the 
Vale and Bridgend 
borough councils are 
currently considering a 
merger. 


Lunch recital 

THE autumn season of 
lunchtime recitals at 
All Saints Church 
comes to a close next 
Monday, November 24 
when the final concert 
features conductor, 
opera coach and pianist 
Anthony Negus. 

Anthony will be 
presenting a programme 
of music including 
pieces by Bach, 
Schubert, Mozart and 
Brahms at 1pm. 
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ROTARY DISTRICT U50 GOVERNOR 
IS SPECIAL GUEST AT BARRY CLUB 


ROTARY’S district 
1150 governor, Mrs 
Sandra Townsend 
from Porthcawl, 
was the special 
guest at the Rotary 
Club of Barry’s 
dinner meeting on 
November 13 at the 
Glenbrook Inn. 

She spoke on the 
many projects Rotary are 
engaged in locally, 
nationally and 

internationally. 

Paul Harris in 1905 
had founded the Rotary 
movement, whose motto 
is ‘Service above Self’, 
encouraging all 

Rotarians to encourage 
people - men and 
women - to join Rotary 
to continue the good 
work and enjoy the 
fellowship that is such an 
important part of 
membership. 

Barry Rotary Club’s 
president Robin Pitcher 
thanked district governor 
Sandra for an interesting 
talk; part of a very busy 
autumn for the Barry 
club which earlier in the 
month organised the 41st 
annual fireworks fiesta 
on Barry Island soon 
after a successful 
international lunch in 
October, organised with 
the Inner Wheel Club of 
Barry. 

Plans are now well in 
hand to have stalls in 
High Street, Barry when 
the Christmas lights are 



t ■; 


Rotarian Ann Harrhy, president 
obin Pitcher, district governor SandraM 
Townsend and Rotarian Jill Osborne. \ 


switched on at the end of 
November and to have 
another stall at the 
Dickensian evening in 
Dinas Powys in 

December. 

Members will also be 
visiting Orchard House 
with Inner Wheel to hold 
a Christmas evening for 
the residents. 

The Rotary Club of 
Barry also continues to 
support the Vale 

Foodbank with monthly 
donations of food and 
with the collecting of 
food at Tesco, Barry. 

The club meets in the 
Glenbrook Inn on 
Thursdays (6pm for 
6.30pm). 

Contact Peter Battle 
on 01446 710204 or look 
online at www.ribi.org 
for further details. 



Galaxy of stars in panto! 


SPARKLING glass slippers, a 
pair of Ugly Sisters, a 
handsome Prince and the most 
popular rags-to-riches story of 
all time can mean only one 
thing - the magical pantomime 
Cinderella. 

A galaxy of stars are bringing panto 
magic to Cardiff’s New Theatre. 

Any Dream Will Do winner and 
Casualty star Lee Mead will lead the 
cast in the role of Prince Charming. 

Joining Lee is Linda Lusardi as The 
Fairy Godmother, Sam Kane and Mike 
Doyle as The Ugly Sisters, comedian 
Andy Jones plays Buttons and Wales’ 
own sporting hero, Gareth Thomas 
takes on the role of Dandini. 

Linda’s many stage roles include 
Funny Peculiar, Bedside Manner, Not 
Now Darling, Pygmalion and Rock 
with Laughter, as well as countless 
television programmes. 


Comedian and funny man Andy 
Jones will play the pantomime’s 
unsung hero Buttons and Cinderella 
marks his seventh New Theatre panto 
appearance. 

Gareth Thomas, known as ‘Alfie’ 
owing to his resemblance to a cartoon 
character called Alf, was the first 
Welsh player to reach 100 caps and is 
one of the most iconic and respected 
figures in world sport, being voted 
BBC Wales Sports Personality of the 
Year in 2005. 

Jonathan Kiley, executive producer 
of Cinderella said: “This brand-new 
production is set to be the most 
spectacular Cardiff has ever seen.” 

Cinderella runs at the New Theatre 
from Saturday December 13 to Sunday, 
January 18. Tickets start from £10.50 
with offers available for families and 
others. They can be booked on 029 
2087 8889 or online at 

www.newtheatrecardiff.co .uk 


No excuse for Welsh NHS 
to ignore cancer drugs 
fund requests SAYS AM 


W HEN Welsh Health 
Minister Mark 
Drakeford rejected 
the 100,000 strong petition 
calling for a cancer drugs fund 
in a debate at the Senedd 
recently, he claimed that such 
a policy was not “popular with 
patients”. 

I challenge him to provide the 
evidence on which this extraordinary 
statement was based. 

Have we had petitions coming to 
the Assembly demanding that the 
Welsh Government does not set up a 
fund? Do you hear people at bus 
stops arguing that cancer victims 
should not have access to the same 
drugs that people in England get for 
free? 

Do people really think it’s right for 
cancer victims to spend their life 
savings just to stay alive? 

The answer to all these questions is 
a resounding ‘No’. And that’s not my 
view - it’s backed up not only by 
those people from across Wales who 
signed the petition, but also the many 
others who have supported the 
fundraising efforts of cancer sufferers 
like Beth Margetson of Porthcawl, 
who have had to pay for their own 
treatment. 

The truth is that Labour Ministers 
are totally out of touch with what 
people in Wales want. Their earlier 
funding cuts of £800m to the Welsh 
NHS are responsible for the chaos and 
havoc into which parts of the service 
are descending despite the hard work 
of doctors and nurses. 

And let’s be clear. It’s not that the 
government cannot afford a cancer 
drugs fund. They spent £8m last year 
refurbishing the offices of ministers - 
enough to finance such a fund for two 
.years. No» it’s being refused on - 


ideological grounds - because the 
fund in England was actually the idea 
of Prime Minister David Cameron. 

Is Labour in Wales so bigoted that 
they would condemn cancer sufferers 
to an early death just because they 
will not adopt what appears to be a 
good idea from a party they dislike? 
The answer would appear to be yes. 

I am sure cancer sufferers and their 
families do not give a stuff who first 
came up with this idea. The SNP-run 
government in Scotland has set up 
their own fund to pay for new 
medicines and in Northern Ireland, the 
government has decided in principle 
that such a fund would be a good idea 
and is now looking for ways to pay 
for it. 

It is only in Wales, run by an 
ideology-driven, old Labour 
government, that this fund has been 
rejected out of hand. 

I say to Labour - ditch the dogma 
because it is costing lives and start 
tackling the real concerns of people in 
Wales about the way their health 
services are being run. 

Byron Davies, 

Welsh Conservative Regional AM. 


CATCH UP CLUB 

VALE Council-led Barry 
Communities First is running a 
Catch Up Club for children aged 
10 - 13 years old in the town. 

It will be a place to meet friends, 
catch up on homework, use 
computers or to take part in fun 
activities such as games, arts and 
crafts during term time every 
Tuesday at The People Centre, Dunlin 
Court at 3.30pm - 5.30pm; and every 
Thursday at Parkside Christian 
Centre, St Brides Way, 3.30pm - 
5.30pm. 

Contact 01446 709432 or visit 
www.BarryCommunitiesFirst.org. 


Future Ideal 
Homes Ltd 



PVC-U Windows ^ Doors 
^ Conservatories 

We are a company you can rely on, with our first class 
customer service and quality products being a priority. 

Transforming homes for over 20 years! 


Future Ideal Homes Ltd 
is a trusted supplier and installer of: 


r PVC-U Windows 

^ PVC-U Doors, Bi-folding, 0 " 

0 Patio Doors 0 

0 Conservatories 0 

0 Orangeries 0 


Vertex Tile Effect Roof 
Build and Conversions 
Composite doors 
Fascia and guttering 
Triple glazed products 


PLUS MUCH MORE! ALL THROUGH ONE COMPANY! 

Visit our Website 

www.futureidealhomesltd.com 

or contact one of our friendly team for a FREE information pack 
or to book an appointment (NO HARD SELL!!) 

Tel: 0800 032 0921 - 01446 733455 

Showroom available by appointment only. 



We will beat any 
like-for-like quote! 

BUYNOW- 

PAYNOVAT! 

Offer only valid until 
31st December 2014 

Finance options available to suit specific needs. 
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Cumberbatch cracks code and 
Turing in ‘The Imitation Game’ 


H aving 

established 
himself with 
well-received roles in 
the likes of Atonement 
and portraying 
Stephen Hawking in 
2004’s Hawking, 
Benedict 

Cumberbatch’s star 
has firmly moved into 
the ascendance, giving 
the second best 21st 
century iteration of 
Sherlock Holmes, and 
taking the step up 
into the big leagues in 
the likes of the The 
Hobbit trilogy and 
playing (spoiler alert) 
Khan in last year’s 
Star Trek: Into 
Darkness. 

Cumberbatch’s latest 
role sees him portray 
Alan Turing in The 
Imitation Game, the man 
who, along with a group 
of fellow intellectuals, 
was involved in cracking 
the Enigma code at 
Bletchley Park during 
World War Two. 

The film covers three 
periods of his life - his 
teenage years at 
boarding school, his 
work on the code- 
breaking machine and 
the aftermath of the war 
that saw him convicted 
for being a 
homosexual... 

About 10 minutes into 
The Imitation Game, you 
get a slight sense of deja 
vu; Benedict 
Cumberbatch is playing 


the smartest man in the 
room, a man whose 
social skills leave plenty 
to be desired and isn’t 
afraid of offending in 
order to get what he 
wants - so far, so 
Sherlock. However, 
come the closing credits, 
you find yourself as far 
removed from the great 
detective as you could 
be, the central 
performance by 
Cumberbatch layered 
and intriguing, cold yet 
human; it may very well 
be his best performance 
yet. 

The story of the 
Enigma code-breakers 
was last told on screen 
in 2001’s rather 
lamentable Enigma, a 
film that tried to make 
an action blockbuster out 
of the rural surroundings 
of Milton Keynes; The 
Imitation Game is a far 
different beast 
altogether, focused more 
on the character of Alan 
Turing than the code 
breaking that affirmed 
his genius. 

Directed by 
Headhunters' Morten 
Tyldum, and based on 
Andrew Hodges’ book 
(the script coming from 
Graham Moore), we 
meet Turing during the 
years that saw the ‘odd 
duck’, as he refers to 
himself, grow up under 
oppression from school 
bullies, to the zenith of 
breaking the Enigma 
code, and the decline of 
a man suffering from 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


oppression of a different, 
yet oddly similar, sort. 

With the plot 
zigzagging between the 
three sections of his life, 
Tyldum manages to 
maintain momentum 
through the story. If he 
is a little let down by 
some CGI warfare, what 
he does do well is bring 
the same cool, efficient 
approach that served him 
so well with 
Headhunters. 

The film may have a 
something of a Sunday 
night TV movie about it, 
but Tyldum’s direction 
means it fits the big 
screen wonderfully well. 

Moore’s script is 
zippy, the race-against- 
time of cracking the 
code central to the plot, 
with sharp and witty 
dialogue that gives the 
film a wit to go with its 
dramatic foundations. 

It grips from the off. 


particularly for those not 
so versed in either the 
life of Turing or the 
events at Bletchley Park, 
and Moore manages to 
strip back the story to its 
vital components, yet fill 
it with richly drawn 
characters and superb 
dialogue. His balancing 
act between the three 
story strands is 
impressive, as is his 
ability to allow the film 
to serve as both thriller 
and character study. 

It’s Cumberbatch’s 
performance that will 
draw the most plaudits, 
and while this isn’t a 
case of performance 
overshadowing the film, 
it says much that without 
his central turn you 
wouldn’t be quite so 
enveloped. 

Turing’s intelligence 
left him feeling distant 
from those around him 
and Cumberbatch 
manages not only to 
portray his great 
intelligence, but also 
hint at the hurt that is 
masked by his genius. 

Eor a man so 
enthralled by the concept 
of computers there is 
something of the 
automaton about 
Cumberbatch’s Turing, 
feeling and emotion 
masked by logic. 

As an actor who has 
nary put a foot wrong 
thus far in his high- 
profile outings, this 
easily marks 
Cumberbatch’s most 
impressive turn yet. 


Around him, Keira 
Knightley offers a 
pleasing support, and if 
her character doesn’t 
wholly convince, the 
performance makes up 
for it; while the likes of 
the underrated Matthew 
Goode, Charles Dance, 
Rory Kinnear and Mark 
Strong all bring a stiff 
upper lip. 

Come the saddening 
denouement, you’re left 
with a selective 
overview of a man’s life 
that some may feel 
doesn’t paint the 
complete picture; 
however, the narrative 
choices made by Moore 
and Tyldum pay 
dividends as The 
Imitation Game packs 
quite the punch. 

VERDICT: A superb 
look at a complicated, 
repressed genius. The 
Imitation Game is an 
engrossing film that 
soars, thanks to Benedict 
Cumberbatch’s 
outstanding lead 
performance. Graham 
Moore’s script is 
stripped back but rich 
with detail and Morten 
Tyldum’s direction 
impressive, but it’s 
Cumberbatch’s 
performance that rightly 
steals the show here. 
Highly recommended. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: Tinker, Tailor, 
Soldier, Spy ilQll), A 
Beautiful Mind (2001). 


ADVERTISING FEATURE 


Weight loss regime 
has changed one 
local woman’s life 



ABOVE: Jacklyn before (on left) and after! 


A LOCAL woman has 
praised the weight loss 
course regime that she 
says has made her “healthier 
than she’s been for 12 years”. 

Jacklyn Hartnett signed up for a 
course with Sculpts Supplements in 
Barry after years of putting on 
weight - mainly due to health 
problems that stoped her exercising. 

She said: “I have been physically 
disabled with spinal damage since 
2002, and have had a lung disease 
since 2012. 

“I need to take 48 tablets (including 
morphine and steroids) but more 
importantly, I am unable to walk more 
than 10 metres. 

“Exercise and going to the gym is 
impossible for me. Over the last 12 
years, the weight piled on, while I tried 
every diet going, with zero results. 

“In June this year, I weighed a 


massive 18 stone, 8 lbs, and it was then 
that I was introduced to Sculpt 
Supplements. 

“I thought it would be another waste 
of money but, with constant support 
from the team, I lost weight in that first 
month. 

“With no calorie counting, just 
sensible healthy eating tips from the 
team, every time I went on the scales 
my weight went down. My clothes 
were starting to hang off me. 

“I had never had results like this - 
and you even get a ‘cheat day’. 

“Today, I’m healthier than I’ve been 
in 12 years, and have gone from a size 
24 to a size 16.1 now weigh 15 stone 6 
lbs. 

“If it works for me it could work for 
you. Thanks to Sculpt Supplements 
team. I’m getting my life - but more 
importantly my confidence - back!” 

* Seek medical advice before 
starting a diet/exercise programme. 


Throughout 

Scott Wroe Laura Wroe Tonya Sutton 


FREE Hearing Tests 

November at Scott Wroe Hearing Penarth 



Sue Sharp Susan Wroe Alison Roberts 



Scott Wroe Hearing is a ieading, independent hearing practice, that has grown 
from recommendations and referrais. We spend time with our customers to 
ensure that they are fitted with the right hearing aid for their personai needs and 
aii of our devices come with a comprehensive aftercare service. 

We are a Five Star Hearing Centre for Phonak, a Widex Centre of Exceiience 
and the oniy approved suppiier of Beitone hearing aids in South Waies. 

At our centre we have the abiiity to demonstrate the benefits of using induction 
ioops, TV devices, and the new range of teiephones that enabie ciients to hear 
again easiiy whiist chatting to famiiy and friends. 

Throughout November, we are providing free hearing tests. 

This is a great way to find out if you have a hearing ioss. if you aiready have a 
hearing aid you are aiso quite weicome to come aiong and have it checked at 
the centre and to see what we have to offer. You may be quite surprised! 

if you wouid iike to find out more information or wouid iike an informai chat 
piease do contact us on 02920 707760. 


• The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• 30 day trial on all hearing aids 

• 5 year warranty on all Phonak hearing aids 

• 5 year aftercare service plan with all hearing aids 

• Independent advice on all leading makes and models 

• Home visit service available 


For more information 
or to arrange your 
appointment 
Please call 

02920 707760 

Station Approach, 
Penarth CF64 SEE 

(FREE PARKING 
OPPOSITE THE 
CENTRE) 


“1 would thoroughly recommend 
Scott to anyone thinking of buying 
a hearing aid. He is extremely kind, 
patient and efficient. Thank you 
Scott and Laura for your incredible 
service.” 

“1 can't thank Scott enough 
for his excellent, kind and 
caring service. Without his 
professional help and 
advice my world would be 
a silent one “ 

“Many thanks for 
your wonderful 
after sales service 
over and above the 
call of duty!” 

“1 cannot speak highly 
enough of the help, attention 
and personal care Scott has 
given me and 1 would highly 
recommend him to all who 
have a hearing loss.” 

“1 would recommend 
Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre to anyone who 
is missing quality of 
life as a result of 
hearing loss” 

“1 am extremely 
grateful for all the 
help and up to date 
information 1 have 
received from this 
excellent firm.” 

Mrs G . Mayo-Evans 

Mrs S Smith 

Chris & Doug Hall 

Mr J Hall 

David Burr 

Mrs J Thorpe 
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Residents scoop eco awards 


NEWS FROM FONMON APIARY 

Beware of the 
Drone-laying Queen! 



VALE residents have been recognised for the positive 
impact they have made on their communities by 
landlord, Wales & West Housing, at its annual 
Making a Difference Awards. 

Oak Court residents scooped the Eco Champion category and 
The Buzzy, Buzzy Bees Gardening Club in Hanover Court, Barry 
were finalists in the same category which was sponsored by 
Contour Showers. 


Oak Court gardening group consists of a few keen gardeners 
who have only been working together for a short time but 
already their efforts have made a huge difference to the grounds 
around their home. 

Also nominated for the Eco Champion Award by Sarah 
Willcox, the Buzzy, Buzzy Bees are a group of residents from 
Hanover Court retirement scheme in Barry, who have formed a 
group to grow fruit and vegetables at the scheme to improve 
their lifestyle through healthy eating. 



AUTUMN is here 
for sure, the varied 
conditions are 
bringing about a 
slow-down within 
the colonies, but 
the bees are still 
getting out and 
about foraging. 

The Queens are still 
laying, which means 
new bees hatching out 
and the dynamics of the 
hives are still changing. 
Although I have carried 
out Varroa mite control, 
this continued Queen 
laying can only lead to 
more mites developing 
and I will have to look 
to revising my 
treatment schedule. 

Honey supers 
(boxes) that were taken 
off and their contents, 
spun out, were put back 
onto the hives so that 
the bees could clean 
them up. I would then 
remove them and put 
them into storage ready 
for use next year. The 
bees obligingly cleaned 
them but have 
proceeded to fill them 
with nectar and pollen 
due to this somewhat 
unseasonable weather 
pattern that we are in 
the grip of. 

What shall I do? 
Well, normal procedure 
is to remove the Queen 
excluders, this has been 


done; each colony 
would be left with one 
deep box (brood box) 
and one shallow box 
(honey super) 
containing stores 
(sealed over honey and 
pollen). This set-up 
would be sufficient to 
carry them through the 
winter months. 

However, I now have 
several colonies that 
have two supers and 
some with tlnee supers 
on them. Not all of the 
frames within these 
supers are quite full 
yet, but if the mild 
conditions continue and 
the bees remain active 
who know. 

I could well be 
taking honey off come 
Christmas. An unlikely 
scenario, I admit, but 
certainly not 
impossible. 

The activity of the 
bees and the weather 
conditions will, of 
course, be the deciding 
factors. It has to be 
recognised that this 
year for the beekeeper 
has certainly been 
different. 

Swarms have 
certainly been a feature 
this year. This has seen 
the production of new 
Queens. These Queens 
must be mated if they 
are to fulfil their role as 
providers of the next 
generation of bees - 


many reports are 
suggesting otherwise. 

For whatever reason, 
many Queens have 
failed to be mated and 
this then leaves a 
colony with a Drone¬ 
laying Queen and this 
spells doom for such a 
colony. 

Workers (females) 
are a must if a colony is 
to survive. It is the 
ladies who do all of the 
work in a hive. Drones 
are there to mate with 
Queens and that is their 
only function. 

At this time of the 
year, the only thing 
going to plan is the 
removal of all Drones; 
the ladies are removing 
them from the hive, 
they are dragged out 
and not allowed to 
return inside and, as a 
consequence, they die 
of starvation or 
eventually the cold. 

There should be no 
swarms in the winter, 
but will we get a 
winter? Will the ladies 
let a few Drones 
survive? 

I am listening to the 
weather reports 
diligently. The bees, of 
course, will be the 
better indicators and 
they (as always) will 
know just how to go 
about things. 

HAROLD 

WILLIAMS. 




„ give your kitchen a « 
magical transformation 
* „ ...wiih repiacement * ^ 

„ kitchen doors & worktops... ^ 

Laminate, Solid Wood or Painted Doors available, all made to measure 

Most jobs compieted in a d^ • No need to empty cupboards 
Fitted within 7 days of order • Looks as good as new ^ 

OyR MAGICAL FITTING SERVICE IS NOW FREE 

WO MESS • LESS GOST • WO FUSS 


The quartz overlay which goes over your existing 
worktops. More durable & less porous than granite 
i, and up to 40% cheapen . 


quartzize 


KITCHEN 6ENIE S?!|;gjr360030^’ 

TRANSFORM YOUR KITCHEN A FRACTION OF THE COST www.thekitchengenie.co.uk 


in 7 hours! 
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Understanding Disability awards presented 



Leo Taylor.Photographs by 
Tim Dickeson 


THE Understanding Disability Group 
was celebrating 21 years at an awards 
ceremony on Tuesday (November 18) at 
the Future Inn Hotel in Cardiff Bay. 

There were seven main award recipients, 
including Joe Brady from Barry, who received an 
award in the children’s category for supporting and 
welcoming an autistic young boy into their home for 
two nights a month. 

The Lord Mayor of Cardiff, Coun Margaret Jones 
and Deputy Lord Mayor of the Vale of Glamorgan, 
Coun Fred Johnson, presented awards and Maria 
Battle, Chair of the Cardiff and Vale University 
Health Board spoke on the Learning Disability 
services with the health board. 



Joe Brady 


Volunteers sought 
for Operation 
Christmas Child 


A REQUEST has 
been made to The 
GEM for volunteers 
to assist with the 
checking of 
shoeboxes in 
connection with this 
year’s Operation 
Christmas Child 
shoebox campaign. 

The warehouse being 
used this year is Unit 
39C on the Vale 
Business Park at 
Llandow, Cowbridge 
CF71 7PF. Those 
interested in helping are 
asked to turn up at the 
warehouse where Mr 
and Mrs Ted Bird, Mr 
and Mrs Roy Hibbert 


and Mrs Leanne Popham 
are heading up the 
operation. 

Last year, over 25,000 
boxes were collected in 
south Wales and sent off 
to children in a number 
of east European 
countries. This year, the 
shoeboxes collected in 
the south Wales region 
will be sent to children 
in Zambia and, 
hopefully, last year’s 
figure will be exceeded. 

For a small donation 
supplies of ready 
wrapped empty boxes 
are available at the 
warehouse open from 
10am until 9pm each 
day. 



OPEN SCHOOL IN PENARTH 

WESTBOURNE School, Penarth is opening its 
doors to the public today (Thursday, November 
20) between 4pm and 6pm. 


Cardiff flights 
boost to Norway 

UK AIRLINE, Eastern Airways has signed a 
new codeshare agreement with Wideroe, which 
will also provide Cardiff Airport travellers with 
greater Norwegian connections via Aberdeen, 
along with improved access to the Norwegian 
carrier's comprehensive network of 
Scandinavian destinations. 

The code share partnership and ticketing 
agreement will enable Eastern Airways to offer 
connections from Cardiff to Stavanger and Bergen 
via Aberdeen. Passengers' hold baggage will be 
checked in at Cardiff and collected at their end 
destination, a spokesperson said. 


The ‘Big Wrap’ 
holds quiz for a 
big Christmas 


CHARITY 
organisation The 
Big Wrap will be 
hosting a Big Quiz 
to help support 
disadvantaged 
children and young 
people across south 
Wales this 
Christmas. 

The quiz will be held 
at the Ship Hotel on 
Harbour Road, Barry, on 
Tuesday, November 25 
at 7.30pm. Teams of 
four to six people are 
welcome to compete, 
and all proceeds will go 
towards helping give 
deprived people a 
helping hand this 
Christmas. 

Last year, thanks to 
the support of the Vale 
Council and Cardiff City 
Football Club and its 
fans, over 500 children 
were supported by the 
Big Wrap scheme. 

And this year the 
charity is looking to help 
even more people enjoy 
a generous Christmas. 

The Big Wrap is 
happy to receive toys, 
which should be new 
and unwrapped, as well 
as gift tokens or 
financial donations. 

Donations can be 
taken to the Vale Civic 
Offices on Holton Road, 
Barry up until December 
12. They can also be 
made at the Cardiff City 


club shop any time until 
December 12. 

Susan Lloyd-Selby, 
the Big Wrap 
coordinator, said; “We 
are delighted to be 
running the Big Wrap in 
partnership with the Vale 
Council and Cardiff City 
Football Club again this 
year. 

Every present we 
receive will be given to 
a child or young person 
who might otherwise 
receive nothing or very 
little for Christmas. 

We would like to 
thank the Council, the 
team and its supporters 
in advance. With your 
help, we can make sure 
Christmas reaches even 
more children this year.” 

Working in 

partnership with local 
agencies, the Big Wrap 
is run by volunteers and 
relies entirely on 
donations from local 
organisations and 
members of the public. 

Presents will be 
given to children and 
young people identified 
by front line care 
professionals, including 
social workers, local 
charities and churches. 

For more information 
on the scheme, or how to 
get involved, visit 
www.bigwrap .co .uk. 
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'^ .Lladtwit l^ajor at Christmas 4*^ 


Impressive coastal town has the 
Christmas spirit all year round! 

LLANTWIT IS NOT JUST A PRETTY FACE... 


A LOOK INSIDE 
LLANTWIT MAJOR 
BY CAROLINE SARLL 


NICKLEBY’S Bookstore 



Books make ideal Christmas presents for both family 
and friends. We have a wide range in stock - including 
children’s books, novels, local history, hobbies, cookery, 
biography, sport - many at bargain prices, and offer a 
next-day book-ordering service for items not in stock. 
Special promotion of new and best-selling 
titles at 20% off, including most hardback 
books in our Christmas catalogue 
www.nicklebysbookstore.co.uk 
01446 795166 

6 Poundfield Precinct, LLANTWIT MAJOR 


A^YCARS 

of Llantwit Major 
Private Hire Taxis 



Any Distance • Airports 
Contracts *4-8 Seats 

01446 796777 

Email: 

andre w.bro wnO 1 @ 
btconnect.com , 


Ensure you 
enjoy the 
festive 
celebrations 
to the limit 
and not over 
the limit! 


1^ 

• THE FLORIST FOR ALL OCCASIONS! 

BUY A RAFFLE TICKET NOW TO 
WIN A LUXURY TEDDY BEAR! 

RAISING MONEY FOR CROHN’S DISEASE 


Bouquets, Arrangements, Hand-Tied, Holly Wreaths and 
Christmas Decorations - Check out our gift range too... 
ORDERS NOW BEING TAKEN FOR CHRISTMAS 
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS! 


01446 792264 • www.llantwitmajorflowershop.co.uk 
2 Barons Close House, East Street, LLANTWIT MAJOR 


P ostcard- 
pretty and 

postcode- 
proud (recently 
dubbed the second 
best place to live in 
Wales), Llantwit 
Major provides the 
perfect blend of 
residential, retail 
and rustic charm. 

If you can’t face the 
pre-Christmas clamour 
and blatant big-city 
consumerism, fancying 
something other than 
chainstore fodder, the 
plethora of quirky and 
quaint shops offer 
unusual gifts galore. 

And more. The third 
largest town in the Vale, 
after Barry and Penarth, 
Llanilltud Fawr (its 
Welsh name) is host to a 
bundle of boasts. Once 
described as the 
‘Oxbridge of post- 
Roman Britain’, it is 
believed, for one, to be 
Britain’s earliest centre 
of learning. 

The Celtic monastery 
and college of Cor 
Tewdws, established 
c395, on the site of St 
Illtud’s Church (“the 
most beautiful church in 
Wales” according to 
John Wesley), was 
reopened in the 6th 
century by the Welsh 
monk Illtud (after whom 
the town is named), 
eventually attracting 
almost 2,000 pupils, 
including such 
luminaries as St David 
and St Patrick. Bet you 
didn’t know that. 

Vying with 
Cowbridge in the 
noteworthy names tally, 
neighbouring St Donat’s 
Castle, under the 
ownership of William 
Randolph Hears!, also 
attracted many 
celebrities to the media 
mogul’s lavish society 
parties: Charlie Chaplin, 
Clark Gable, Bob Hope 
and John F Kennedy 
amongst them. 

Describing the castle. 




New Hope 


An extensive library of books, DVDs, CDs - plus a 
wide range of ladiesVmen’s fashions and shoe display. 

New Hope would like to wish our customers a blessed 
Christmas and a Happy New Year, and to Thank 
them for all their support throughout the year. 



From Gordony Heather, Hollk 
and all at New Hope! 

New and As New Stock - Quality Assured! 
Plenty to see, plenty to buy all at bargain prices 
East Street (Main Street) LLANTWIT MAJOR 

For collections, please telephone: 01446 796633 (Day) 


George Bernard Shaw 
observed: “This is what 
God would have built, if 
he had had the money”. 

Around Llantwit there 
is also the rugged, cliff- 
edged beach, blue 
plaques aplenty, a 
revamped Co-op (Truly 
Irresistible) and, last but 
not least, for a good old 
personal endorsement - 
my sister chose to live 
there. 

An arbiter of good 
taste (her house once 
featured in Traditional 
Homes magazine!) and a 
real Llantwit lover - you 
can’t get a better thumbs 
up than that. 

So for me, a 
Christmas trip to 


Llantwit Major is a 
must: a See-Sis-Retail- 
Bliss combo. 

Perfect! 

I started this year’s 
festive browse in the 
recently relaunched Co¬ 
op, drawn to it by the 
waft of bagels and buns 
from the newly 
enhanced bakery section 
(and the promise of a 
truly irresistible 
complimentary carrot 
cake). 

Guided round the 
bright, balloon-festooned 
store, with its neatly- 
stacked, brightly-lit, 
energy-saving cabinets 
(extending their chilled 
produce), by managers 
Robert Sperduty and 


Andrew Jenkins, the 
£400,000 refit, with its 
‘cosier’ lower ceiling 
and ‘fair and square’ 
marketing, was clearly a 
crowd magnet, fully 
embracing the area’s 
strong community 
spirit - in evidence in all 
the businesses I visited. 

The Co-op’s Sharon 
Boult, a Community 
Pioneer at the store, will 
be working even more 
closely with local 
charities and other 
organisations, offering 
both financial and 
pastoral support. 

CONTINUED ON 
PAGE 30 




■S* NHSIawyer 

YOUR LOCAL MEDICAL 
NEGLIGENCE EXPERTS 

Call Now 01446 791811 

Misdiagnosis, birth injuries, cerebral palsy, 
missed fractures, wrong treatment. 

No win - no fee, fully qualified solicitors. 
Free Claim Evaluation. 

Tel: 01446 791811 

E-Mail: info@NHSIawyer.co.uk 
www.NHSIawyer.co.uk 

NHSIawyer is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 
(SRA number 569027) 


Semlli] 

Llantwit Major 

colour^ Xc teocture^f 



Free measuring service 

‘Beautiful curtains, always great prices’ 

No price increases since 2010 
on all Belfield curtains and blinds 


23 Poundfield, Llantwit Major, CF61IXA. 
Tel 01446 794966 
Opening hours: Monday 1 lam ■ 5pm 
Tuesday-Saturday 10am ■ 5pm 



SLOANgCe 

Hundreds of 
Unique 
Affordable 
Gifts wrapped 
for free! 


Prices 

from 

£2.99 


Don’t 
forget 
your 
discount 
card! 


Open Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm 

8 Pound Field, Llantwit Major 
Vale of Glamorgan, Wales CF61 1DL 

Tel: 01446 794642 

Open 24 Hours A Day at: 
www.sloanconnpany.co.uk 

Follow us on Facebook/ 
SloanandCompany 
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'^ .Lladtwit l^ajor at Christmas 



Free Pukka Tea Lantern 
Parade Day 





^ca/t^ 
Conscfeus 

Providing advice & quality products 
for your health 

• Organic Foods 

• Natural Baby Care 

• Natural Skincare 

• Organic Home Care 

• Vitamins & Supplements 

• Sports Supplements 

• Natural Products 

• Healthy Snacks 

01446 795121 

4, The Precinct, Llantwit Major 

www.healthconscious.org 
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llANTWIT 

MAJOR 


Open Friday & Saturday 
?.30pm till late 
Sundays 12pni till 4pni 


29th November 8pm 


20th December 8pm 


Follow us on iWitter 
Find Us On Facebook 


Tel for Bookings/ Enquiries 


On the doorstep, yet so much to offer... 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29) 

Sharon says: “The Co-op is membership-owned 
and we remain focused on giving as much back to 
the community as possible.” 

Robert said: “We are delighted with this 
significant investment in Llantwit Major”. 

As well as encouraging charity bag-packing and 
other in-store fundraising ventures for local 
groups, Sharon will also go out to help, visiting 
local schools and other organisations. 

The reorganised store got the thumbs-up from 
shoppers: “I’m in here almost daily,” said Helen 
Brown, who works in Eryl surgery. 

“I prefer to shop locally. It’s handy and 
convenient and this refit seems to include a wider 
selection. It’s very inviting.” 

Annie Durrant agreed: “I live in Boverton, so 
always come here. Everyone is very friendly and 
it stocks most of the things I need.” 

Almost licking the cake-festooned cover of the 
instore mag on the way out, I intend making its 
Veggie blue cheese, chestnut and pear tarts and 
Christmas pud ice-cream for our festive feast. 
Mmmmm. So “good with fud” (Scottish accent, 
please). Loved By Us, indeed. 

Anticipating the need for a crocheted Christmas 
kaftan to cover such calorific, scrumptious 
indulgence, I then waddled to the warm and 
welcoming Sewing Box, which was hosting its 
cosy Thursday Knit and Natter group. 

Eree tea, a good old gossip and gorgeous woolly 
garments galore. What more could you want? 

Owner Stephen Segal and his wife Lynette 
Warren are celebrating their second year of being 
in this prime location and are unequivocal about 
their tailor-made (ouch) recipe for success: “We 
are competitively priced and have a wide range of 
wools and curtains to suit all tastes and budgets,” 
says Stephen. 

“Lynette and I have a passion for colour and 
texture and stock prestigious names such as 
Sanderson, William Morris and Bellfield. 

“We also offer a free measuring and curtain¬ 
hanging service, seeing all sales through from start 
to finish. I hate to sound X-factor-ish, but it’s nice 
to be on the customers’ ‘journey’ with them! It’s 
that personal touch which makes customers keep 
coming back, rather than travelling into Cardiff.” 

That and a thriving alterations service, vital in 
our current economic climate, which is seeing 
more and more people return to the make-do-and- 
mend mentality. The shop also supports local 
charity Atal Y Ero (which aims to combat domestic 
abuse) and regular knit and natterers Trisha, 
Denise, Dee and Cathy have made umpteen baby 
hats and jackets to raise funds and awareness. 

“We’ll be having a special mulled wine 
gathering in the run-up to Christmas and making 
even more baby items,” says Lynette. The new 
Pitter-Patter club, you could say. Sew appealing... 

Creativity is in abundance in the town. 

Mariette’s, owned by artist Sara Llewellyn, 
specialises in hand-painted antique furniture, much 
of which is imported directly from Prance. 


Coast Cafe 




BREAKFASTS 

from £3.95. 

Delicous home 

cooked 

LUNCHES 

DAILY 

SPECIALS 


Turkey 

BAGUETTES 
our seasonal 
favourite! 

Opening Hours: Mon - Sat 830am - 430pm 
Sundays I0-2pm - Breakfast/Brunches 
Evening Buffets - 

Ideal for family celebrations & Christmas parties! 
OAP Meals, Licensed Bar, FREE WiFi 
Please call to book 
s. Follow us on W 



ViFi ^ 


01446 793636 

Unit 10, Poundfields, LLANTWIT MAJOR 

Merry Christmas & a happy new year 
to all our valued customers! 



Sara painstakingly and expertly upcycles the 
beautiful vintage pieces in her upstairs studio, 
skilfully transforming a wide range of items from 
exquisite dining tables and 19th century walnut 
chairs to armoires and chests of drawers. 

Sara is happy for customers to bring in their 
own furniture to be custom-painted by her and she 
also sells a wide range of unpainted pieces. Her 
rustic benches and tables are stunning, as are the 
artisan wooden bowls by a local Merthyr Mawr 
artist, reasonably priced and ideal as Christmas 
gifts. 

“I am more than happy for clients to come and 
watch me work,” says Sara. “This is, after all, a 
working studio, more than a traditional shop, so 
customers will generally find me in my painting 
clothes. I think it’s interesting for them to see how 
the artwork develops. 


welcome all customers and am also happy to 
see people by appointment, as this gives customers 
more time to discuss their requirements in detail. 

It is enormously gratifying at the end of the 
process to see them leave with a totally unique 
piece of furniture.” 

Sara, who describes her business as “Vintage 
home and Welsh artisan,” also sells exclusive 
Welsh art and prints, including original paintings 
by her late mother. The Childhood In Wales 
series, inspired by her mother’s rural upbringing, is 
really beautiful. 

Mariette’s is open from 10am to 4pm, or by 
appointment. Some have described Mariette’s as 
Llantwit’s “best kept secret”. I thi nk they may be 
right. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31 
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Llantwit Major 

VISIT SANTA ANV 
HIS REINVEER 
FREE OF CHARGE 

PLAZA TOYMASTER 
LLANTWIT MAJOR 

SAT Z9rH N0VEM9EK Z0I4 
HAM ZPM 


FROZEN 

cumB 

OM/MM 

eusse 


VTEGH 

TOOTrail 


nanus 


PLAZA TOYMASTER. vJNIT 12. POjNOFIELO. LLAMT/IIT MAJOR 
CF61 1DL IMIAAA 7«4iia) FOVlUASTERfl CO UK 


C 


Facebook 


































Thursday November 2Qth, 2014 


WWW,facebook.com/slainorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 31 




Variety is the key 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 30) 

Brick and click 
retailing, where 
businesses combine 
face-to-face and online 
sales, is not routine in 
small towns like 
Llantwit. But Stuart 
Sloan, the cheery and 
utterly charming owner 
of the fashion Sloan & 
Co, thrives on this 
strategy. 

Bang in the town 
centre, his inviting and 
colour-blocked 
shopfloor offers a 
delightful array of 
sensibly priced, super- 
stylish separates, 
including the sassy and 
figure-flattering Saloos 

laW. 

Stuart’s expertise 
(“I’ve worked in retail 
all my life”) and his 
sales-savvy approach 
(“I’m not afraid to say 
we’re like the Aldi of 
the clothes world - a 
classy budget 
boutique!”) has ensured 
him a constant customer 
base from all over the 
world (Scandinavia, the 
States and Dubai) and 
he repays their loyalty 
with a discount 
‘Friends’ card - black 
(clever), to echo the 
more well-known status 



A warm welcome awaits at Health Conscious. 


credit cards. 

This man knows 
about marketing and can 
reel off succulent 
soundbites in 
consummate - and 
highly convincing - 
adman style: “We multi¬ 
season (love it) and see 
ourselves as everyone’s 
Guilty Little Pleasure. 
Our range is high-end, 
but affordable, but not 
so ubiquitous that you’d 
see someone else 
wearing your outfit.” 

Crucial, ladies. 
Nothing worse than 
fashion snap at this 
year’s office bash: “We 
also favour assisted self- 
service (do NOT make 


that an acronym), 
allowing the customers 
the freedom to choose, 
but stepping in if they 
need help. Good 
customer service is 
always King”. 

Spot on, Stuart. We 
girls can’t abide a hard¬ 
sell salesperson, but 
often need a guiding 
hand (or help getting out 
of a yes-it-will-fit-me 
size 8 dress). Trends for 
this Christmas, then? 

“Our fab range of 
Italian multi-coloured 
coats - a snip at £59.99. 
And our Christmas 
jumpers, at £14.99”. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 32) 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE ORDER, SECTION 16A 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CHRISTMAS EVENT 

SATURDAY 6th DECEMBER 2014 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Vale of Glamorgan Council have 
made an order under Section 16A Road Traffic Reguiation Act 1984 
as foiiows:- 

WHEREAS during certain hours of the day and date specified in columns 
1 of the Schedule hereto the streets or part thereof listed in column 2 of 
the said schedule will be used for the holding of a relevant event as 
described in Section 16(A)(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the 
Council, pursuant to the powers conferred by Section 16A of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984 do HEREBY ORDER AND DIRECT in order to 
facilitate the holding of the event, enable members of the public to watch 
the said event and to reduce the disruption to traffic likely to be caused by 
the event the following regulation shall be observed:- 
THAT, except as provided by the order, the said streets or parts thereof 
shall be closed to all vehicular traffic including pedal cycles with the excep¬ 
tion of Emergency Services and Coastguard vehicles between the hours 
specified in column 3 of the said schedule. The penalty for infringement of 
the said regulation is a fine not exceeding £1000.00 

Schedule 


Column 1 


Saturday 
6th December 
2014 


Column 2 


Wine Street, south of Wesley Street 
Church Street, throughout its length 
Church Lane, throughout its length 
College Gardens, throughout its 
length 

College Street, throughout its length 
The un-named lane that runs through 
the Town Hall car park from its 
junction with Church Street (next to 
the Town Hall) in a south westerly 
direction through the car park to the 
south eastern boundary of a property 
known as the Old Bakehouse. 
Coihugh Street from its junctions 
with Church Street for a distance of 
40m. in a southerly direction. 

Burial Lane, throughout its length 
The Strand, to the west of 
Commercial Street 


Column 3 


From 2.00pm 
To 9.00pm 


Local signed diversions shall be in place. 

Dated this 20th day of November 2014 

M. E. Punter, Director of Visible Services & Housing 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps, Wenvoe. CF5 BAA 







FiLCO 

Supermarkets 
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'^.Llaritwit Major at Christmas 4*^ 


Llantwit Major 
offers a cure for 
choice fatigue! 



The Plaza Toymaster store is 
hosting the Scout post service. 


Local shopping takes the 
strain out of Christmas! 



CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 31 

Regular Sandy 
Browne, a volunteer at 
St Illtyd’s Primary, 
snaps one up in her 
lunchbreak: “It’ll be 
great for assemblies. 

The pupils will love it - 
and I love this shop!” 

Back home, Stuart 
mails me with more 
helpful info, including 
their free wrap service. 
Tons of silky tissue 
paper and shiny red 
bags, finished, no doubt, 
with those curly-twirly 
ribbons, like Bonnie 
Langford’s hair. The 
eponymous Mr Sloan 
(fortunate to be minus 
the “e” of his hapless 
TV counterpart and 
London’s Eighties’ rich- 
kids) is right on the 
money in his approach. 
And then there’s 
maroon. 

“Don’t forget 
maroon,” he enthuses, as 
I leave the shop. “It’s so 
stylish”. Aah. The 
magic of maroon. The 
mellifluous magic of 
Sloan & Co. Well worth 
a visit. 

A few doors down is 


another famous-name 
shop, Nickleby’s 
bookshop. Yet there is 
nothing Dickensian 
about this well-stocked 
store, which carries all 
the latest titles - David 
Walliams {Awful Auntie), 
Jeff Kinney {Diary of A 
Wimpy Ki^, Gareth 
Thomas (the 
autobiographical 
Proud) - and is 
managing to survive 
amidst the fierce cut- 
price superstore 
competition, due to 
several factors. 

“We’ve tried to 
remain just a bookstore. 
Diversifying is fine and 
we have diaries and 
cards, but the books are 
paramount. And we will 
go to any lengths - 
within reason! - to get a 
book for a customer,” 
says the avuncular, 
highly knowledgeable 
John Woods, father of 
owner Rebecca Lloyd 
James. 

John was once in 
charge of the libraries 
for BCBC and feeds this 
expertise and his natural 
love of books into his 
new job. 

“One member of staff. 


Cath, is also an ex- 
librarian, so we pride 
ourselves in having the 
right backgrounds, as 
well as a heartfelt 
passion for books and 
reading. Kindles are 
great, but you can’t beat 
the smell and texture of 
a book. 

“Our Christmas 
bestseller is the Llantwit 
Major series from the 
local History Society. 

We have built up a very 
loyal customer base over 
the 20-plus years we’ve 
been in business and 
people know that we 
will always go that extra 
mile for them.” 

Astoundingly, that 
includes offering a 
customer service which 
goes way beyond the 
course of duty and 
which sets Nickleby’s 
apart: pastoral care. 

“We have lots of 
elderly customers who 
have been coming here 
for years. Many of them 
have mobility issues, so 
if they can’t get out to 
buy something - any 
item, not just books - 
we will offer to go and 
get it for them. A few 


years ago, I bought a 
chicken brick for a 94- 
year-old customer to 
cook his Christmas 
turkey in. He was so 
grateful. It’s the least 
we can do. 

“We treat each and 
every customer as very 
important.” You can’t 
get better than that. 
Christmas spirit all year 
round. Relationship¬ 
retailing at its best. Top 
marks, Llantwit Major. 

Finally, as Christmas 
approaches, there are 
seasonal activities in the 
town. The Toymaster 
Plaza will be hosting 
Santa and his Reindeer 
on Saturday, November 
29, 11am to 2pm. 

Also, on December 6, 
2pm to 8pm, the town’s 
Christmas event will 
offer entertainment in 
the streets. 

Included will be a 
lantern parade, the 
switching on of the 
Christmas lights, a 
stage, bands, choirs, a 
Nativity, food, stalls, and 
entertainment, giving 
even more reasons to 
visit Llantwit Major this 
festive season! 


Plaid's light switch-off warning 


L lantwit major, 

like the other towns 
in the Vale and 
Bridgend county borough, 
scores high on 
individuality, niche knick- 
knackery and all-year- 
round niceties. For me, it 
also eradicates that most 
insidious of modern day 
retail-related ailments: 
choice fatigue, writes 
CAROLINE SARLL. 

Just how many brands of 
mince pies and scented candles 
do you want? Christmas 
shopping is stressful enough 
without traipsing up and down a 
multi-manufacturer mall, 
wondering whether one make is 
ten pence cheaper than another. 

Small is, indeed, beautiful. 

But, if you do find yourself 
getting frazzled and frayed, rest 
assured that Llantwit (it’s okay - 
the locals drop the Major too) has 
a healing heart - as demonstrated 
in many of its businesses. 

The delightful Health 
Conscious, owned by former 
pharmacist and committed altruist 
Nicky Foster, is yet another 
example: “My passion is helping 
people. Helping them to 
understand that there are other 
ways of managing their health 
and dealing with problems than 
just with prescription drugs. 

“We’re all stressed these days 
and our Western lifestyle and 
foods are compromising our 
immune systems. We need to use 
more natural methods of 
combating disease and illness”. 

Nicky offers advice regarding 
the wealth of supplements and 
vitamins around. “There’s no 
need to take them all! But most 
of us have too little magnesium 
and vitamin D, so those are the 
ones I’m inclined to 
recommend”. 

Nicky is also “very excited” 
about her Flower Power Organics 
range - ‘artisan skincare’, 
comprising soaps, salves, oils and 
creams, all produced from herbs 
and flowers grown in 
Pembrokeshire and “very useful” 
in fighting the festive frenzy. 

She is also an advocate of Yogi 
teas and the accompanying recipe 
book, which can be used in 
everyday baking. 

“Rose blueberry muffins are a 
favourite of the staff here. You 
open a rose teabag and add it to 
the muffin mix. They are 
scrumptious!” 

Other products suitable for 
Christmas gifts include bars of 
uncooked Rawr chocolate: “It has 
more health benefits eaten like 
this,” says Nicky. 

Also on offer are hand-picked 
hampers, giving customers 
control over both choice and 
budget. “We’ll gift wrap them as 
well, eliminating that perennial 
stress”. 

Utter bliss. On Christmas Eve, 
stuff sellotape and scissors (not 
the turkey). Open some bubbly 
and admire Nicky’s cellophane 
and be-ribboned baskets instead. 
Chocolate, muffins and bubbly. 


Gastronomic Heaven. But 
combined with all the puds and 
pies, probably not brilliant for the 
teeth. Cue Wyndham House 
Dental Practice, a 21st century 
all-seasons saviour for our sugar- 
seeped none-too-saintly sins. 

Now in its 13th year, this state- 
of-the-art service specialises in 
the burgeoning implant sector. 
“Our implants are very 
competitively priced,” says 
practice founder, dentist Simon 
Hill, “as are all our other 
treatments, such as tooth 
whitening and all kinds of 
cosmetic dentistry”. 

Implants are becoming more 
and more popular with patients, 
offering an aesthetically pleasing 
alternative to bridges or gummy 
smiles and gaps. The practice 
also prides itself on its in-house 
orthodontic service, enabling the 
expert, welcoming and reassuring 
team to provide all-round mouth 
maintenance to adults and 
children alike. 

Wyndham has come a long 
way from its humble beginnings, 
when it opened “as a squat 
practice, with no patients on our 
books at all”. 

But it all went well, with no 
teething troubles (sorry) and now 
this informal, friendly practice 
provides “predictable quality 
dentistry” and “mouth 
rehabilitation” with a refreshingly 
non-clinical approach. 

“We take away the fear factor 
by getting to know all our 
patients and treating them as 
people”. Simon also provides the 
St Donat’s-style celebrity touch I 
had not yet uncovered in 
Llantwit. 

“I used to be an international 
rugby player,” he says modestly, 
omitting to tell me that he won 12 
caps for Wales. “I played with 
the likes of Mike Hall and Nigel 
Walker and even shared a room 
with Gareth Thomas on a South 
African tour”. 

Simon has also had dinner with 
the lovely Katherine Jenkins - 
“in a group, mind, not just the 
two of us”. These days, Simon 
prefers to combine his dentistry 
with rugby coaching for Llantwit 
Major RFC First XV and with 
such a demanding life, enjoys 
spending time with his wife and 
their three children. 

The million dollar question - 
did he survive his rugby years 
without injury, especially to his 
teeth? “Not quite. I do have an 
arthritic knee caused by a tom 
cmciate ligament. But the teeth, 
yes. Thanks to good gum shields, 
they’re miraculously all intact”. 

I put the phone down, then 
msh to clean and floss my teeth. 

I can feel myself booking a 
consultation already. 

Value Added Service is in 
abundance in The Flower Shop, 
owned by Sarah Thomas and co¬ 
run by her lovely mum, Wendy 
Thomas: “As well as celebratory 
occasions, we obviously do a lot 
of arrangements for funerals, so 
we are dealing regularly with 
bereaved customers. We pride 
ourselves on being understanding 
and allowing people to talk about 
their loss”. 


Wendy’s warm, smiling face 
belies a personal background 
tinged with deep sadness: “My 
husband died when Sarah was 
just 9, so we can fully empathise 
with those who are going through 
such a devastating experience. I 
think they open up to us, 
knowing that we really do 
understand”. 

The Flower Shop stocks a wide 
range of fresh flowers - 
lisianthus, Kermit crysanths and 
beautiful roses were on display - 
all sourced from a leading Welsh 
supplier, J&E Ltd of Merthyr 
Tydfil. 

This month, they are proud to 
be celebrating 20 years in 
business, an occasion they 
marked quietly with, of course, a 
stunning bunch of flowers! 

Wendy is keen to emphasise 
the feelgood factor of the floral 
business: “I love doing the 
deliveries for occasions like 
Mother’s Day, seeing the mums’ 
faces when they get their 
beautiful bouquets. We do 
straddle two worlds here - the 
happy and the sad. Luckily, the 
former outweighs the latter”. 

As well as an array of tailor- 
made Christmas floral displays, 
the shop also stocks a wide range 
of reasonably priced, gorgeous 
gifts, ranging from seasonal mugs 
(only £2.99!) to the popular hand- 
painted, on-trend twig trees, a 
sign perhaps that - pun 
permitted - branching out is key 
to their ongoing success. 

I left Wendy feeling pensive, 
but thoroughly uplifted: a 
massage for the soul. 

There is no shortage of eateries 
in the town. The old town boasts 
a bevy of pubs, including the 
16th century Old Swan Inn. 

There are also plenty of cafes and 
restaurants, offering a wide range 
of cuisine from traditional Welsh 
produce to Italian and Indian 
fayre and all sorts of tempting 
teashops with delicious cakes and 
pastries. 

It is worth remembering, 
however, that there is plenty on 
offer just outside Llantwit, in the 
many surrounding villages. 

Lorna Powell and her husband 
Dean are gearing up for a busy 
Christmas in their recently 
refurbished Bar 365 near 
Llanmaes. 

“We reopened on October 17, 
after a top-to-toe refurb, which 
took us three months. It looks 
amazing and we are really 
pleased with the new look”. 

Primarily a bar, offering a wide 
range of drinks and regular live 
music (Sker Krows on November 
29, Underdogs on December 20), 
Lorna is keen to stress that they 
will also be offering a good old 
Sunday lunch. “We’re 
interviewing for chefs at the 
moment and welcome all 
applicants.” 

Once the appointment has been 
made, Lorna is confident that 
they will soon be able to offer 
weekday meals, both at lunchtime 
and in the evening. 

With Llanmaes winning the 
Vale’s Best Kept Village on at 
least eight occasions. Bar 365 is 
well worth a visit. 


PLAID CYMRU 

councillors have repeated 
concerns over proposals to 
switch off 70 per cent of 
Vale of Glamorgan street 
lights at midnight from 
next April. 

Plaid Cymru councillor Shirley 
Hodges, leader of Plaid on Barry 
Town Council, warned that 
women would feel less safe late at 
night and that there could be an 
increase in crime if more than 


two-thirds of lights are switched 
off. 

The warnings come as figures 
showed that Wales had suffered an 
increase in crime during the past 
year. 

Coun Hodges asked whether 
additional police resources would 
be made available late at night to 
protect the public and deal with 
any problems. 

Coun Hodges said: “The 
proposed street light switch-off 
will concern many people who 
have to be out late at night or early 


in the morning, for whatever 
reason. 

“This will include those who 
work shifts or have to be in work 
at all hours, such as hospital staff. 

“Although the switch-off will 
start in the spring and summer 
when it is light quite early, many 
people will find themselves going 
to work in absolute dark during 
the winter. 

“Women, in particular, will feel 
less safe and more threatened by a 
street light switch-off.” 
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FULL SELECTION OF BBQ MEAT PACKS • BACON • 5 AUSAGES • CHOPS • STEAKS • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN • PORK • BEEF • ETC 


V/Fjyi 


VFM's 


^ ^ 



HAMPER 

12lb Whole Turkey 
or... 61b Boneless Turkey 
Crown 

4\b Beef Silverside 
41b Pork Loin (Rindless) 

4ib NZ Whole Leg of Lamb 
41b Best Back Bacon 
16 VFM Pork Sausages 
21b Plain Streaky Bacon 
21b VFM'S Pork Chipolatas 
lx Pack VFM's Sage 
& Onion Stuffing 
1 lb VFM^s Pork Sausage Mecri 


PLUS 51b Gammon 

Joint 


SEE ORDER FORM 


Horseshoe Gammon 


VFM's 

XM45 

HAMPER 

51b Boneless Turke> 
Crown 

31b Beef Silverside ak 
41b Gammon Joint 
21b Best Back Bacon 
16 VFM Pork Sausages 
1 lb Plain Streaky Bacon 
1 lb VFM's Pork Chipolatas 
lx Pack VFM's Sage 
& Onion Stuffing 
1 lb VFM's Pork Sausage 
Meat ^ , 

M ^ ^ 


PLUS 


41b Whole 
Chicken 


SEE ORDER FORM 


British Leg Pork Boneless 




Unit 5, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 

Telephone 01446 721206 

(Formerly Phillip Saunders Warehouse) 


OPEN 7 Days 

Monday- Saturday 
8am-5.30pm. 
Sunday 9am-2pm. 


HALF 
PRICE 


XMAS HAMPER ORDER DETAILS 

Name 
Contact No. 




HOW TO FIND US: 

Turn at traffic lights at Dow Corning and head 
up Palmerston Road, turn left just before 
Waitrose, then follow the yellow VFM signs. 

Set your sat nav to CF63 2XA 


£79 Xmas Hamper + Free Gammon 
£49 Xmas Hamper + Free Chicken 

A £10 deposit is payable when ordering. 

This order coupon is valid until Sunday 7th December 2014 


GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • READY MEALS • GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS 


LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME FREEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN • LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME FREEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN 
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ON ALL MPN WINDOWS 
I YOU CAN EXPECT 
QUALITY AND THE 
FOLLOWING AS 
STANDARD: 


THE WORLD FAMOUS VEKA DOUBLE 
OR TRIPLE OLAZED FS 70MM VIROIN 
PROFILE WITH A 25 YEAR GUARANTEE. 


• Energy A 

• HighsecuhtyS 
point Vte locklr>g 
mechanemBfttedtD 
the openers 

• Insta^lalcn by oir 
experienced fistalers 
with over 2€0 years 
eotpanenoe 
between them. 

• Makes your 
home look 
amezihg 

• Ramovai and 
diEpoeaiat 
eooBtlDg 
windows 

• Better energy 
efficiency 

• Better noise 
reduction 

• Better security 


• Better savings on • CompettMepriokig 

energybSs with no hidden costs 

• Reduced heat toes • Local famly owned 

arxf oondensalkxi oompeny since 19M 

• low maintenanoe 

70mm Veka | 

window 

•wm . ^ ,1 


0% FINANCE AVAILABLE 

Number of 36 monthly ... . 

windows Cost payments fixed 

fully fitted at 0% finance P^Yaoie 

BffroiLaMLivaBi 

wlmiMit 

(1846 

£56.83 

£1846 

siwMocnis 

affWLRMiiPm 

mumitmc 

£2445 

£7347 

£2445 

IWMOOWS 

MNaSIMC 

£3044 

£90.11 

£3044 

immim 

ttrunmianmm 

£3643 

£106.75 

£3843 

tmom 

£4242 

£123.38 

£4242 

fWMocms 

itraitnf i—pi 

£4841 

£14a02 

£4841 

■■TS?SMnfS»l 

£5440 

£156.66 

£5440 


SPECUL 
OFFER 
DREAM DOOR 

FRONT £599 

»£550 

FUUV 
RTTEO 


AJ- CUR CONSERVATORIES COME RJLLY Pb^STERED. 

1ILEU WM H FREE UNUEftPLOOR HEATiNG Wl : H UPVC 

SC bill IN(i HOARDS bit ^ tD /vS S lANDAIID AND FREE BUNDS 

Conservatory 

Price 

3MX3M 

oMtfMiiNii NUTiirntac AL eaaMWMtt 

From £13,500.00 

4MX3il 

(XMKNMMV niuy RHOIC Ai MUm 

From £14,995.00 

5MX3M 

CnVMMV RUT Hrin K «1 MUMB MRS 

From £15,995.00 

SMX4M 

OMHMHMiNuyiinitacALHAaMcvmn 

From £16,995.00 

6IIX4M 

CniBMMB RUT RTTBIC «1 nUMB VmiB 

f=rom £19|995e00 


0% RNANCE AVAILABLE 

Door Fully Fitted Price 

COMPOSITE DOOR 

From £950.00 

COMPOSITE DOOR 

WITH FANUGHT 

From £1095.00 

COMPOSITE DOOR WITH 

1 SIDESCREEN 

From £1395.00 

COMPOSITE DOOR WITH 

From £1695.00 

2 SIDESCRuNS 


COMPOSITE DOOR IfITM 
2SIDE$CRCINS AND A 
FANUDHT 

From £1850.00 


OPIN 9AM TO 9PM • 7 DAYS A WIIK 


...OUR CMIAUTY NEW DUO r 
COMPOSITE DOORS ARE 
54% THICKER THAN STANDARD 

WHY ITS THE M8T COMPOSITE 
DOOR ON THE MARKETT 

• Made In Britain 

• 54% ttiicker than a standard oorrposite door 

• impiov«d thermal and acoustic insulation 
thwks to double compreesion seals 

• Galvanised steel reinforcement 

• 1hple glazed; tor better heat retention 
and noise reduction 

• Meets or exceeds all currartt 
British Standards lor door security. 

Avariable m a choice of rich . 

^ oolourB and woodgralns ^ 


WE SUPPLY ALL TYPES OF UPVC WINDOWS DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES 

AWARDED BEST DOUBLE GLAZIMC COMPANY IN WALES BY NETWORK VBCA J ii..AinnLAio n/vnno V 


X/. 


10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend Cf31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff CF11 SAP 
TEL; CARDIFF 02920 508770 • BRIDGEND: 01656 349515 
BARRY: 01446 439212 
FREEPHONE: 0800 8030821 
mpnwindows@aol.com 
www.mpnwindows.com 


' WINDOWS, DOORS ^ 

.P. 

,& CONSERVATORIES^ 


0% RNANCE AVAILABLE • 0% RNANCE AVAILABLE • 0% RNANCE AVAILABLE • 0% FINANCE AVAILABLE 
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Was Ruth Ellis victim 
of establishment plot? 


ON Tuesday, 

November 11, retired 
Police Inspector 
George Brady spoke 
to the club members, 
his subject being 
^Ruth Ellis, the 
untold story - victim 
or villainV 

After retirement, 
George became a private 
investigator and carried 
out several commissions 
on behalf of Cardiff 
solicitor Bernard de 
Maid. 

The Criminal Review 
Commission permitted 
the retrospective study of 
cases where there was a 
possibility of a 
miscarriage of justice, 
and Bernard de Maid 
asked George to look into 
the whole situation. 

Ruth was bom in Rhyl 
in 1926, to a Belgian 
mother and an English 
father, and had a sister 
who is still alive. 

At the age of only 16, 
she gave birth to a son, 
the father being a 
Canadian soldier who 
deserted her. 

She later fell in with 
Maurice Connelly, who 
owned a series of illicit 
drinking clubs in the 
West End of London. 

Her job was to entice 
men into the club and 
then encourage them to 
buy drinks. She also 
earned extra money by 
glamour and fashion 
modelling. 

At the age of 23, Ruth 
married George Ellis, a 
41-year-old alcoholic 
dentist, but the marriage 


DINAS POWYS PROBUS CLUB 


lasted only two years. In 
1952, she starred in a 
film Lady Godiva Rides 
Again, with Joan Collins 
and Diana Dors. 

At the Carrol Club in 
London, she met and fell 
in love with David 
Blakely, an amateur 
racing driver, public 
schoolboy and wastrel, 
the son of a Yorkshire GP 
who had been acquitted 
of murdering his wife 
with a toxic substance. 

She supported him and 
his mechanic with her 
earnings as a hostess and 
model. 

In April 1955, he went 
to Le Mans to race, but 
on his return failed to 
contact her. 

She had suffered a 
miscarriage two weeks 
earlier after he had 
punched her in the 
stomach, and she had 
been drinking heavily 
while he was away. 

She found him in The 
Magdala public house 
and when he came out to 
talk to her, she shot him 
several times with a .38 
Smith & Wesson pistol 
that a man had given her 
that day. 

An off-duty policeman 
came out of the pub and 
arrested her. She was 
questioned by the police, 
without a solicitor being 
present, and admitted the 
killing. The wall of the 
pub still has two bullet 
marks. 

At the Old Bailey on 
June 20, she was 
sentenced to death. 


having had little said in 
her defence by the 
defending counsel, who 
made no attempt to plead 
provocation, or post- 
traumatic stress - moves 
that in current times, 
would have probably led 
to a prison sentence, but 
not death. 

Judge Cecil Havers 
wrote to the Attorney 
General asking for 
clemency, but this was 
refused. Ruth was 
hanged on July 13, 1955, 
the 17th woman to be 
hanged that century, but 
also the last. 

The continuing 

controversy surrounding 
her death is due to the 
fact that the police made 
no attempt to look into 
the background of the 
murder, and that she did 
not have a fair and 
detailed trial. 

She was alleged to 
have chased Blakely 
around his car firing until 
the gun was empty, but 
she was very slight and 


the gun used is very 
heavy and would have 
needed a strong man to 
hold it with both hands. 

She was driven to the 
pub by the man who 
supplied the gun, 
possibly to deliberately 
cause her to commit a 
crime which would lead 
to her death. Was it an 
establishment plot to 
prevent her from 
disclosing the names of 
prominent persons who 
made use of her services 
as a call-girl? 

After the trial, all the 
relevant court papers 
were removed by court 
order that they should not 
be released to public 
view until 50 years had 
passed, but this order has 
now been increased by a 
further 30 years, which 
adds to the theoty that 
there is something to 
hide. 

To conclude, George 
posed the question was 
she a victim or a villain? 

The vote of thanks was 
given by Ken Wade. 

Charles Rees 


Airline pulls out? 

REPORTS have emerged that German airline 
Germanwings has pulled out of Cardiff 
Airport, just seven months after establishing 
its flagship route to Dusseldorf. 

It is the only direct route between Wales’ 
national airport and Germany and was launched 
earlier this year. 

Regional AM Andrew RT Davies said: “It is 
also deeply concerning that Germanwings has cut 
its losses so quickly, having only established the 
route to Germany seven months ago.” 


Happy 100th birthday Lillian! 

LAST Friday, November 14, 
the Deputy Mayor of Barry 
Town Council, Coun Rob 
Curtis, paid a visit to the 
home of Mrs Lillian Reed, to 
wish her a happy 100th 
birthday - and to present her 
with a bouquet of flowers. 

During the visit, Lillian 
proudly showed off her 
birthday card from the Queen 
and Coun Curtis wished her 
many happy returns from the 
people of Barry for her very 
special day. 


‘Outstanding achievement’ 
praised at Barry Primary 




BARRY Island Primary School is the first 
in the Vale to be awarded the coveted 
‘double excellent’ grade - for current 
performance and future prospects - by 
education watchdog Estyn. 

The Vale AM Jane Hutt and Coun Chris 


Elmore, cabinet member for schools in the Vale, 
went to talk to pupils in every classroom and the 
nursery, as well as meeting the School Council, 
and congratulated the whole school on their 
outstanding achievement. 

They are pictured (above) with pupils and a staff 
member. 



Stoves 

Fireplaces 

• Kitchens • Ranges • Renewables 

COWBRIDGE 

Unit 42, Vale Business Park, 
Llandow, 

Cowbridge, 

CF71 7PF 

MONMOUTH 

Mayhill Ind Est, 
Staunton Rd, 
Monmouth, 

NP25 3LX 

Ibpstak 

Tel: 01446 771567 

Tel: 01600 711710 

www.topstak.co.uk | Find us on: QR 
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MMG defeated 
by the Airport 


MMG scored three goals for 
the fourth game running but 
lost out to a well-disciplined 
Cardiff Airport team. 

MMG new transfer signing 
Simon Colston started up front for 
his first game with a recall for 
Declan Govier in defence and Scott 
Nelson in goal. 

MMG had a goal kick which 
Scott unfortunately kicked into the 
ground, with Jordan Underdown 
placing the ball into the empty net. 

MMG had enforced changes with 
their usual centre half pairing of 
Dave Allen and Paul Edwards both 
missing. 

MMG equalised through Drew 
Bumiston after a great bit of 
interplay with Simon Colston. Elliot 
Cayton, Leon Butler, Andrew 
Mason and Morgan Rogers were 
working hard in midfield but for 
most of the first half the Airport had 
the slight edge. 

The game ebbed and flowed 
through the first half before the 


Airport scored their second again 
threw Underdown. This followed 
almost immediately with Drew 
hitting his second, a stunning free 
kick. 

The second half started much 
better from MMG and they were for 
the most part camped in Airport 
territory. However, Airport always 
looked dangerous on the break and 
took the lead against the run of play 
with a goal scored by Kristian 
Powell. 

They kept the lead until the 80th 
minute before new boy Simon 
Colston followed up a great turn 
and shot by substitute Mike Evans 
that Kenny Vaughan could only 
parry in front of him. 

With MMG pushing for the 
winner they got sucker punched 
again when a pin point cross was 
dispatched by Luke Jones. 

MMG would like to thank their 
sponsor BRT International for their 
continued support and for the Cwm 
Talwg for laying on the food. LG 


Olli a rising star 
of Rugby League 
Down Under! 


Hannah is world champ! 


CARDIFF and Vale College 
sport student Hannah 
Harvey has won a gold and 
two silver medals at the 
World Kickboxing 

Championships. 

Hannah (17) from Barry, who has 
been kickboxing since she was five 
years old, travelled out to the Italian 
city of Pisa for the championships, 
where she won gold in the team 
category and silver in the points and 
continuous categories. 

“I felt very proud,” Hannah said. 

“Eve been to the World 
Championships and won gold 
medals before but this was different, 
and I won in different categories. 


This year the championships were 
bigger and there were more people - 
it was very exciting!” 

Hannah has been kickboxing 
since she “was tiny.” 

“When I was five I was bullied, 
and my dad brought me into 
kickboxing to do something about 
it.” 

She enjoys her Level 3 Sport at 
CAVC; “It’s really good - I’m right 
up to date with all of my 
assignments,” Hannah said. “Last 
year I did the Level 2 course and 
wanted to progress: I want to work in 
a leisure centre in the future and 
carry on with my kickboxing job on 
the side.” 


FORMER Bridgend 
schoolboy, Ollie Olds, 
was named man of the 
match when Wales faced 
Ireland in the European 
Rugby League 
championship recently. 

In his final year at 
Llangewydd juniors (aged 
11) he represented Bridgend 
and District against Cardiff 
and District at the 
Millennium Stadium in the 
DC Thomas Cup final, 
which they won. 

He played in the Urdd 
Sevens tournament at 
Stradey Park which they 
won, and in the Rosslyn 
Park sevens tournament 
over two days which they 
also won. (He was awarded 
man-of-the-match in the 
final). 

While still in the first 
year, he played at the 
Millennium Stadium as a 
curtain raiser to the 
Challenge Cup between 
Leeds Rhinos v Hull KR. 
The team beat Castleford 
High in the Enghsh schools 
Powergen Cup. 

Ollie was later selected to 
play for Wales under-14s 
Rugby League side at 
Sheffield in a round robin 
tournament. 

At Brynteg, he was 
awarded junior/youth rugby 
player of the month by 
Rugby World magazine - 
the youngest player to have 
won this at 12 years old. 

He started playing Rugby 
League for Bridgend Blue 
Bulls and was selected for 
Wales against England at 


under-16s level. At 17, he 
was offered a trial with 
Leeds Rhinos, was then 
offered a two-year contract, 
and was selected for Wales 
under-18s against England, 
where he kicked the 
winning point. 

Ollie’s first senior cap 
came against Prance at 
Wrexham when he was 18. 

Ollie was playing for 
Leeds under-20s when he 
became dual registered with 
York City Knights. 

After four games, he was 
recalled by Leeds but an 
injury kept him out for six 
months. 

The following season, 
Leeds agreed that he could 
play for Scorpions in order 
to get match fit. During this 
spell, Leeds sent a DVD of 
all his games to Brisbane 
Broncos, who within a week 
paid his air fare and 
provided an apartment for 
him. 

He was signed up for a 
Broncos’ feeder club 
Ipswich Jets, on a two-year 
contract, and last month was 
selected to play in the 
European championships for 
Wales. 

He was capped against 
Scotland, Prance and Ireland 
when he again attraced rave 
notices. 

GEM note: The question 
local (and national) Welsh 
Rugby Union chiefs should 
be asking is ‘how did we let 
such a talented young 
player slip through the net? ’ 



Under-Ss take up the 
footballing mantle 



THE Island Marine under-Ss 
are in their second year of 
playing football in the Vale, 
having been together for over 
two and a half years. 

The team are coached by Dave 
Phillips, Mark Frayne and Gavin 
Price. All three coaches have achieved 
their team leader award as well as 
being fully DSB accredited. 


The team train on a Tuesday night, 
throughout the winter at Holm View 
Leisure Centre. The side would like to 
thank their sponsors for this season. 
Champions Lifting and Safety Limited, 
who sponsor their playing kit and 
Sebastian and St James - International 
Financial Advisors LTD, who sponsor 
their training kit. NO 




Branch Director 

EweMove 

Vale of Glamorgan 


The Only Estate Agent in Barry that's open 


24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week 


We worV U^v<Aev fo sell ov lef yoiw Uome. "To ve^i\esf FREE M^vVef ov Rev\f visIH 

EweMove.com/Barry or call Karen on 01446 349349 


Find Your 
Next Tenant For 

FREE 

(Full Manajement Only) 


Hurry! For a limited {period only 



■ i: 

«'S\ 



£550 pern 


Winston Road, 
Barry 

• Two Bedroom Terrace 

• Large Kitchen/Diner 

• Enclosed Rear Garden 


£625 pem 


Clive Road, 

Barry 

• Three Bedroom Terrace 

• Very Popular Location 

• Large Lounge/Diner 






Holton Road, 

Barry 

• Three Bedroom Apartment 

• Renovated Throughout 

• Private Garden 


£625 pem 


Morel Street, 

Barry 

• Three Bedroom Terrace 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Town Centre Locations 


01446 349349 



We are proud to be the 
Main Sponsors of Barry RFC 

f ngntmcMP ZOOplOcout 


Find Out What Your Home 
is Really Worth 

Get a FREE Instant Valuation Report 

Using my quick, online tool! 

Visit EweMove.com/Barry 
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LEST WE FORGET - EL ALAMEIN 1942 




by Keith E Morgan 
AT 21:40 precisely on the night of October 
23,1942, 882 guns opened up and began a 
barrage in the Western Desert the size of 
which had not been witnessed since the 
First World War. 

The sky was ablaze with blinding light and the air 
filled with thunderous noise and the smell of cordite; 
the second Battle of El Alamein had begun. 

Under the command of Lieutenant-General Bernard 
Montgomery, the Allies were at last on the olfensive, 
prompting Winston Churchill to pen two of his famous 
quotations; 

‘Now this is not the end. It is not even the beginning 
of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning.’ 

‘It may almost be said, 

“Before Alamein we never had a victory. 

After Alamein we never had a defeat.” 

I was a six-year-old when my dad was called up to 
serve in the RAF in 1941. After completing his square 
bashing, he was posted to North Africa, where he stayed 
until February 1945 when he returned back to England 
for discharge at RAF Chipping Norton, in Oxfordshire. 

As you can imagine, with my dad in the Western 
Desert all those years, I was brought up with sand in my 
teeth. I knew aU about Egypt, King Farouk, the 
Pyramids, the Nile, Jemsalem, Haifa and the Holy 
Land, the Desert, Tripoli, Benghazi, Tobmk and Sidi 
Birrani, these were all familiar place names that I grew 
up with and as a family, we plotted my dad’s travels on 
a world map. 

Everyone who had a serving member of the family, 
had a world map on the waU in those days of long ago. 

I am proud to say that my dad, LAC Elwyn Morgan, 
served in one of those ra&er elite, but unsung RAF 
units throughout his stay in North Africa - 215 AMES. 
The Army had its elite force, the LRDG (the Long 
Range Desert Group); the RAF had its hush-hush 
highly secret mobile AMES radar units. 

An acronym for Air Ministry Experimental Station, 
these mobile radar units did not have the glamour or 
romance which the LRDG commanded, because of the 
low profile of their top secret nature and the security 
that automatically went with it. Nevertheless, they had 
a very important role to play and were up there in the 
thick of it on the front hne with the Army ground forces 
in both advance and retreat. 

Even today, little has been written about the 
important part these mobile AMES radar units played in 
helping to win the war in North Africa, and 
subsequently in Europe and the Far East. 

AMES was the name given to the Air Ministry’s 
highly secret RADAR (Radio Detection and Ranging) 
development team in the immediate pre-World War II 
era. In Great Britain, the development of a pulsed radar 
system in 1935 was led by Robert A Watson-Watt 
resulting in the design and installation of an aircraft 
detection and tracking system called Chain Home. 

By the outbreak of World War n in 1939, sufficient 
Chain Home stations had been built along the east and 
south coasts of England to provide vital information 
that helped the RAF to win the Battle of Britain. 

By 1940, the whole coast of the British Isles, 
including Northern Ireland, was protected by the Chain 
Home system. Locally, there were Chain Home 
stations at RAF Stormy Down and on the top of 
Margam Mountain, where the remains can still be seen 
from the M4 and visited today. 

The speed and efficiency involved in putting the 
Chain Home, and then overseas stations into action by 
the early months of the war, was surely one of our best 
efforts that ultimately helped us to defeat Nazi 
Germany. 

The mobile AMES units were in fact Chain Home 
stations that could be moved to support ground, air and 
sea forces. Each mobile AMES unit was equipped with 
two lOO-foot masts respectively serving as transmitter 
and receiver that could be taken down at a moment’s 
notice and transported to another site on a Queen Mary 
low loader. 

These small, but very close-knit units of 30^0 
personnel (officers, boffins, mechanics, drivers, etc) 
would also have two furniture van-type vehicles with 
solid sides and rear doors that would house all the 
electronic equipment necessary for transmitting and 
receiving signals from the two aerials. 

The ffinction of the ‘boffins’ in these two vehicles 
would be that of direction finding and reporting of 


targets for their Army, Navy and RAF colleagues to 
attend to. The complete mobile unit would be made up 
with two mobile diesel generators on trailers for power 
supply, plus the attending support vehicles for towing 
and carrying the unit’s commanding officer, his ground 
service and operations team together with (in general), 
tented accommodation. 

During the North Africa Campaign, the RAF mobile 
AMES units worked in close co-ordination with the 
ground forces. Montgomery believed the battle to be 
one of attrition where he saw the RAF as giving close 
air-to-ground support destroying enemy armament, 
aircraft, forces, ships and supply lines wherever and 
whenever possible. 

He later wrote that this overwhelming air superiority 
had a huge effect on the battle and not only because of 
its physical impact, but because; 

‘The morale effect of air action (on the enemy) is 
very great and out of all proportion to the material 
damage inflicted. 

‘In the reverse direction, the sight and sound of our 
own air forces operating against the enemy have an 
equally satisfactory effect on our own troops. A 
combination of the two has a profound influence on the 
most important single factor in war - morale.’ 

The purpose of the mobile AMES units was to be as 
close to the front line as possible in order to monitor the 
movement of Axis forces on the ground, in the air and 
their coastal shipping in the Mediterranean. 

This early warning system would then enable the 
Allies to strike Rommel’s ground forces, tanks, 
airfields, and lines of supply where it would hurt him 
the most. 

My father joined the 215 AMES in Benghazi in 
1941, after travelling in a convoy around South Africa 
and up the Indian Ocean to Egypt. As the Africa Corps 
advanced towards Egypt, the 215 AMES mobile unit 
retreated through Sidi Birrani in Libya, Alexandria and 
Cairo in Egypt to eventually reach Jemsalem in the 
Holy Land, with a base possibly at Haifa. 

When the balloon went up and the barrage started on 
October 23,1942, signifying that the second battle of El 
Alamein was under way, 215 AMES mobile radar unit 
was quickly on the move forward again in a race to 
keep up with and provide radar support for the 
advancing Allied forces. 

My dad took the photograph of the cemetery at El 
Alamein not long after the battle was over. On the back 
of the photograph he has simply written ‘Alamein’. At 
that time, it looks as if both Allied and Axis dead are 
buried there together, with a sprinkling of black crosses 
amongst the white ones. 

Between October 23, 1942, and November 4, 1942, 
Germany and Italy sulfered 30,542 casualties (dead or 
wounded) while Britain and other Commonwealth 
forces had 13,560 casualties (dead or wounded). 

Today, the El Alamein war cemetery contains the 
graves of men who died at all stages of the Western 
Desert campaign, brought in from a wide area, but 
especially those who were killed at the second battle of 
El Alamein and in the period immediately before that. 

There are 7,240 Commonwealth burials of the 
Second World War in the cemetery, of which 815 are 
unidentified and 102 are of other nationalities. 

It must not be forgotten that the Allied forces were 
made up of units from the United Kingdom, India, 
Australia, New Zealand, Union of South Africa, Free 
French, Greece and Poland. 

After El Alamein, Rommel and his Afrika Corps 
were on the run. The speed with which the Allies were 


advancing through the Western Desert was 
phenomenal. They went past Sidi Birrani, Tobmk, 
Benghazi and on to Marble Arch, the gateway to 
Tripoli. 

The Luftwaffe had a well established landing ground 
at Marble Arch which they mined and ploughed up 
before they left on December 15, 1942. By December 
18, 1942, the RAF were installed and operating from 
what was once Mussolini’s symbol of his new Roman 
Empire (unfortunately destroyed by Colonel Kadhafi in 
1970). This was the RAF’s first entirely airborne move 
of a complete wing in their quest to keep up with then- 
continuous harassment of the retreating Axis forces. 

At 5am on the morning of January 23, 1943, just 
three months to the day since the 8th iA^my, the ‘Desert 
Rats’ joined battle at El Alamein, the first British and 
Commonwealth troops entered Tripoli. 

At the same time, the advance squadrons of the RAF 
took over Castel Benito airfield just outside the city 
with the first officer to fly in being cheeky enough to 
sign his name in the Italian Visitors’ Book in the control 
tower. Mussolini’s Italian Empire was over. 

The Army and RAF had advanced a distance of 
1,400 miles over desert, carrying every necessity of life 
and war with them. 

Throughout the campaign, the RAF never fell out of 
range of the front line, endorsing Montgomery’s policy 
and success of close air-to-ground support.. 

Operation Torch was launched on November 8, 
1942, and saw British and American forces land in 
Algeria. The German and Italian forces were now held 
in a pincer movement and eventual victory in North 
Africa was achieved at 7.52am on May 12, 1943 with 
the surrender of all Axis forces. 

Hitler’s plan of conquest of North Africa and Egypt, 
together with his aim to open up a route to the Persian 
oilfields, was over. The mb is that not only did we rob 
the Afrika Corps of their thunder, we stole their song 
‘Lili Marlene’ as well - the subject for a story in itself! 

Like Balaclava, Waterloo, Trafalgar and many other 
names, that of El Alamein, an insignificant railway halt 
on the north coast of Libya, will hve on forever in 
British history. 

The 215 AMES mobile radar unit was probably 
disbanded in January 1944 when the commanding 
officer Fit Lt Yaudale, returned to the UK. 

My father was still in the unit at Benghazi on August 
30, 1943, and at Christmas 1943, but by Christmas 
1944 he had been transferred to 24 Squadron RAF, 
probably as a repatriation posting to the UK where he 
arrived on Febmary 21,1945. 

My dad died at the fairly young age of 55. He never 
talked much about the war, except perhaps where he 
had something amusing to recall and he never wanted 
his medals; I had to claim these once he had died. 

When I did my National Service, I was also proud to 
join the RAF where, guess what? I became an SAC Air 
Radar Mechanic; like father, like son! 

Throughout the time he was in the Middle East, my 
father always communicated home to my mother, my 
sister Pauline and myself. Letters were usually in the 
form of Airgraphs, a system developed to enable the 
forces to communicate more quickly and rehably with 
their families back home. 

However, like Winston Churchill, my father also put 
pen (rather pencil) to paper and left me a quotation on 
the back of a photograph of himself holding a captured 
German flag, which says; 

‘Jerry thought he was going to hang this flag in 
Cairo, but he has had it!’ 



LAC Elwyn Morgan with captured 
German flag. On back in pencil: 

^Jerry thought he was going to hang 
this flag in Cairo, but he has had it!^ 
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The colourful aerobics group. 


Maendy are to the fore in 
YFC stockjudging contest! 


MAENDY YFC 
members competed 
with a strong 
turnout at the 
annual Glamorgan 
YFC Stockjudging 
day held on October 
25, hosted by Wick 
YFC at Penachdre 
Farm and Slade 
Farm. 


Maendy 
performed 
well, with 
follows. 


members 
extremely 
results as 
Under-16: 


George Thomas - 1st 
dairy and 3rd pigs; Ellie 
Howes - 2nd dairy; Evan 
Thomas - 1st beef; 
James Anstey - 1st pigs. 

Under-21: Lauren 
Evans - 3rd beef; Beth 
Jarvis - 1st dairy. Under- 
26: Heather Jarvis - 2nd 
pigs, 2nd lambs and 2nd 
Senior Stockman; leuan 
Rosser - 2nd pigs; and 
Tom Rees - 3rd lambs, 
3rd Dairy, 3rd pigs and 
1st Senior Stockman. 

The club extends its 
sincere thanks to the 


trainers who provided 
guidance and training in 
preparation for the 
competition, and also to 
the farms who kindly 
hosted the practices. 
Successful members will 
be selected to represent 
the county at Wales and 
national levels. 

An eighties-inspired 
aerobic night was held at 
Pendoylan Primary 
School on November 11, 
members from various 
clubs across the county 
got into the spirit of the 
night by dressing in 
colourful leotards, 
leggings and even a few 
wigs to get into 
character! The dance 
night was in aid of Help 
for Heroes and raised a 
fantastic £120. 

The aerobics came in 
very usual for a six- 
strong female dance 
troop who competed in 
the county commercial 
dance competition on 
Eriday, November 14. 
The girls performed to a 
medley of songs which 



The aerobics instructors. 

I left to rights Heather Jarvis 
(chairman), Beth Jarvis 
(secretary) and Jodie 
\Williams (minutes secretary) 

proved to be a great hit Eocus now turns to the 
with the audience and preparation for the junior 
also the judge as they and senior members as 
achieved first place. The they begin practising for 
team will now go on to a variety of public 
the Wales competition in speaking competitions 
March. which will be held on 

At the Wales YEC December 7 at the 
Eisteddfod held on Pencoed campus of 
Saturday, November 15, Bridgend College and 
club secretary Beth December 14 at Neath 
Jarvis achieved first Conservative Club 
place in the photography respectively, 
competition. As always, new 


members are welcome to 
come along and find out 
what Young Farmers 
Club is all about! For 
further information 
visit www.maendy- 

yfc.com or email 
maendy.yfc@gmail.com. 
You can also ‘like’ the 
Maendy YFC Facebook 
page and follow 
@MaendyYFC 
Twitter. 

Louise Evans 


CHORUS LINKS UP WITH LOCAL BAND 



‘Every Link Counts’ visit 
impresses Ogmore’s AM 


JANICE GREGORY, the AM for 
Ogmore, visited innovative social 
enterprise Every Link Counts (ELC) 
on November 14 to learn how it is 
benefiting the local area. 

She visited ELC in Maesteg, where she talked 
to staff and participants about the refurbishment 
of its Digilink learning centre, which received 
funding from the South-East Wales Community 
Economic Development (SEWCED) programme. 

ELC was founded as a charity in 1992 to help 
young people between the ages of 14 to 30 take 
part in mainstream activities. The centre now 
offers a professional stationery printing service, 
the transfer of VHS tapes to DVD, film-making 
and media, computer and life skills training for 
clients, as well as Learn Direct qualifications. 

The visit was organised by the Wales Co¬ 
operative Centre to promote social enterprise and 
co-operatives as part of Global Entrepreneurship 


Week. 

The Wales Co-operative Centre supports social 
enterprises and co-operatives and is mainly 
funded by Welsh Government and the European 
Regional Development Eund. 

The centre’s support enables customers to 
access mainstream social and leisure activities in 
their own communities and to take part in various 
projects aimed at enhancing their life skills. 

The AM said: “ELC is a great example of how 
social enterprise can develop and grow; their 
determination and creative thinking has produced 
viable trade opportunities to assist in subsidising 
its charitable activities. 

“Social enterprises are strengthening the 
economy, helping tackle poverty and making 
Wales a better place to live. EEC is a great 
example of a social enterprise which is giving 
back to its local community as well as making a 
difference.” 


THE Broadway Chorus 
is presenting its sixth 
annual autumn show at 
the Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl on Saturday 
November 29, when the 
award-winning Tredegar 
Town Band makes a 
special appearance. 

The band recently 
performed part of the musical 
score for the critically 
acclaimed film Pride and next 
year it joins the Rambert Ballet 
Company at Sadlers Wells in 
London for a week-long 
production. 

Members of the Sarah 
Burnell School of Dance, 
Broadway Chorus and the 
Broadway Kids are also on 
stage in an evening of quality, 
live music for all the family. 
The show on November 29 
starts 7.30pm. 


Liberal Democrat 
AMs join prostate 
cancer campaign 



PETER BLACK, a regional 
AM for south Wales west, has 
signed up for Prostate Cancer 
UK’s campaign Men United v 
Prostate Cancer, which seeks 
to unite people across the UK 
against prostate cancer. 

Research for the charity shows that 
nearly 650,000 people in Wales know 
someone who has been diagnosed with 
prostate cancer. 


The AM said: “Prostate cancer is the 
most common cancer in men in the 
UK, affecting many in my region 
covering Bridgend, Swansea and 
Neath Port Talbot alone. If we are 
going to beat this killer we need as 
many people as possible to sign for 
Men United. 

“It’s easy - just search Men United 
online and you’re in! Prostate cancer 
is a massive opponent but I firmly 
believe that with the right team we can 
beat it!” 


Emmaus opens new shop 


THE new Emmaus store in 
Caroline Street, Bridgend, was 
opened by the Mayor of 
Bridgend, Coun Gary 
Thomas, on October 31. 

Queues at the till were six deep. 

The store is ‘a treasure trove’ of 
homeware, fashion and curios. 

Emmaus South Wales’ director Tom 
Clarke said: “This is bringing more 
retail opportunity for Bridgend 
shoppers, as well as helping our plans 
to support homeless people to get 
back onto their feet. The new shop 


offers an exciting mix of products 
including electrical items, clothes and 
gifts.” 

Emmaus South Wales won the 
award for ‘Social Enterprise of the 
Year’ for 2014 at the recent Bridgend 
Business Eomm Awards. 

Emmaus was founded in 1949. A 
worldwide movement, it offers an 
alternative to homelessness by 
providing people with a home, work 
and companionship, helping them to 
learn new skills, regaining their self¬ 
esteem and the control of their lives. 


WFs cheque presentation 
to Motor Neurone group 


COYCHURCH 
WI’s November 
meeting began with 
the president 
Sandra Davidson 
welcoming 
members and in 
particular Mrs 
Lesley Frost, 
representing The 
Motor Neurone 
Society. 

Mrs Frost was 
presented with a cheque 
for £400 by Coychurch 
Ladies. 

Mrs Frost gratefully 
received the donation 
and gave a short talk on 
how the donations are 
used by the charity. 

The business of the 
evening included 
feedback on the recent 
skittles event, which was 
enjoyed by all, the 
winner being Elaine 
Edmunds. 

Members were 
reminded of the coffee 
morning scheduled for 
November 5; the 
December meeting will 
be held on the afternoon 
of Wednesday December 
3 at 1.30pm with the 
main business followed 
by a chicken/fish and 
chip lunch, with special 
live entertainment and a 
parcel wrapping 


demonstration. 

The meeting on 
Wednesday, January 7 at 
1.30pm will be followed 
by kurling and nibbles. 

Ladies were 
encouraged to get 
snapping photographs 
for the 2016 GFWI 
calendar. The theme is 
‘your favourite beauty 
spot in the Glamorgan 
Federation’. 

The Radio Cymru 
Christmas cake 


BRYNTIRION, 
LALESTON, and 
MERTHYR 
MAWR PACT is at 
Bryntirion and 
L a 1 e s t o n 
Community Centre, 
Mount Pleasant, 
Bryntirion, 
November, 26 at 
6.30pm. 

OLDCASTLE PACT 
in the library, Brynteg 
Comprehensive School 
on November, 26 at 
6.30pm. 

MORFA TOWN 
PACT at Penybont 
Primary School, Minerva 
Street on December 1, at 
6.30pm. 

BRACKLA PACT at 


competition is being 
promoted through Shan 
Cothi’s Radio Show, and 
members who wish to 
enter need to send a slice 
of their cake to the show 
for judging by December 
19. 

The winner will 
receive a prize of a 
master class in their own 
home with Beca Lyne- 
Perkis. 


Brackla Deaf Club, 
Coychurch Road, 

Bridgend on December 2 
at 7pm. 

CEFN GLAS, 

LLANGEWYDD and 
BRYNHYFRYD PACT 
at Westward Community 
Centre, on January 5 at 
6.30pm. 

NEWCASTLE PACT 
at Westward Community 
Centre, on January 5 at 
6.30pm. 

MORFA WILDMILL 
PACT at The Community 
Life Centre, The 
Precinct, Wildmill on 
January 8 at 6.30pm. 

L I T C H A R D , 
PENDRE and COITY 
PACT at Litchard 
Mission, Litchard on 
January 15 at 7pm. 


PACT meetings 
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First National 
Premiership 
victory for 
the Pencoed 
Phoenix team! 



THERE was a certain 
optimism within the Phoenix 
ranks that they could overturn 
their narrow 24-22 September 
defeat in the Dulais Valley 
against Seven Sisters Ladies. 

During the course of this match that 
optimism was realized in no uncertain 
terms, with this comprehensive seven 
try victory giving the joyous Phoenix 
players their first National Premiership 
win. 

Scrambled defence saved Phoenix 
in the opening minutes, dangerous 
visitors’ outside half Rachel Rees 
almost breaking clear. It was Phoenix 
who opened the scoring however, a 
visitors move breaking down in the 
home half for second row Charlotte 
Mundy to hack clear before 
regathering and an inside pass saw 
Kathryn Criger racing in under the 
posts from 35 metres, Sam Trickey 
adding the extras. 

A threatening run from centre 
Leanne Burnell put Phoenix into the 
visitors’ half and following a solid 
scrum platform the ball was moved 
wide to Burnell who needed no second 
invitation, stepping in from the 
crossfield cover before racing in from 
40 metres for a 12-0 home lead. 

Phoenix were now beginning to play 
with confidence, moving the ball wide 
from recycled possession before Nerys 
Lloyd caught the visitors’ defence flat 
with a well judged kick ahead to 
regather and cross under the posts, 
Trickey converting to take Phoenix 
into a 19-0 lead and unknown territory 
against their far more experienced 
visitors at this level. 

Approaching the interval with 
Phoenix deep in their own 22, and with 
home support conscious of the need to 
protect their lead, suddenly the ball 
broke to Burnell who put on the after 
burners to scorch away from 80 metres 
leaving the desperate visitors cover for 
dead. Trickey converted and Phoenix 
led 26-0 at halftime. 

Phoenix increased their lead in the 
opening minutes of the second period, 
moving the ball wide again to Burnell 
who kicked ahead into the visitors half 
for the chasing Amy Stevens to gather 
the high bouncing ball on the run to 
crash over, Trickey converting to leave 
the visitors’ with a mountain to climb. 

To their credit Seven Sisters came 
back strongly, their big pack led by 
Welsh international Bethan Howells 



pounding the home line, and desperate 
last ditch tackles from Hannah 
Brunskill and Mundy keeping them 
out, before No8 Stevens relieved 
pressure with a fine clearance from 
near her own line. 

The visitors returned to the home 
line and despite courageous Phoenix 
defence Joanna Owen crashed over for 
a deserved visitors score. Any thoughts 
of a match turnaround were soon 
dispelled with Phoenix full back 
Hannah Whittingham taking centre 
stage with two tries; put in possession 
in broken play on both occasions, the 
slightly-built Whittingham shrugged of 
a number of would-be tacklers before 
racing away from 40 and 60 metres 
respectively to score, Trickey adding 
both conversions. 

Sandwiched between home tries and 
following try saving tackles from Lisa 
Hughes and Mundy, Howells had 
crashed over for a visitors try 
converted by Rees, but Phoenix on this 
occasion were not to be denied and ran 
out emphatic 47-12 winners. 

Nerys Lloyd was chosen Phoenix 
player of the match by her opponents 
with Hannah Whittingham the choice 
of her Phoenix teammates. Bethan 
Howells was chosen by Phoenix as the 
Seven Sisters’ player of the match. 

Phoenix executed their game plan 
well during this match, moving their 
bigger opponents around the park and 
releasing their own quick players to 
devastating effect. 

The Phoenix camp can take 
confidence from arguably their best 
performance since their 2010 
inception, and on Sunday travel to 
league leaders Skewen, formerly 
Neath Athletic, in the National 
Premiership, 2.30 pm kick off. TR 


The Ath to face off 
against Kenfig Hill 

BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 1st season. 


XV have arranged a friendly 
fixture with Kenfig Hill at 
South Wales Police Ground on 
Thursday, November 20, kick 
off 7.15pm. 

Kenfig Hill currently top Division 1 
West Central league and could join the 
Athletic in the Championship next 


To add spice to the occasion they are 
coached by former Athletic head coach 
and director of rugby Paul Yardley, 
who was also in the coaching set up 
that led the Athletic through the 
leagues to the Championship. The 
match is likely to be very competitive. 

AB 


PORTHCAWL 

RUGBY 

ROUND-UP 


IN a game dictated 
by the weather, 
Porthcawl RFC 
youth managed to 
come out convincing 
winners, 19-15, in a 
hard physical game 
against Pontyclun 
youth. 

Credit must go to both 
teams for attempting to 
move the ball as much as 
possible. The first quarter 
was a cut and thrust 
affair, with both sides 
defending or attacking 
well. 

The stalemate was 
broken by Pontyclun 
who scored an 
unconverted try wide out. 
The young Seaweeds 
rallied in response to this 
and after several drives 
on the away line Will 
Robinson drove over 
between the posts for a 
try, converted by J 
Williams. 

Although both teams 
tried hard there was no 
further score with the 
half finishing 7-5 to 
Porthcawl. 

With wholesale 
changes from the home 
bench at halftime, 
Porthcawl renewed their 
attack on the Pontyclun 
line. Their endeavour 
was soon rewarded by a 
Chris Long try to take the 
score to 12-5. 

With the rain 
increasing, both sides 
attempted to play as best 
they could but the 
conditions dictated. 

However, Pontyclun 
still managed to score 
two further tries while a 
try by Ollie Banner, 
converted by Jim Needs, 
was enough to secure a 
winning margin for 
Porthcawl. 

With the emphasis on 
development, under-16 
players Joe Williams and 
Euan Manly stood up 
well in a difficult match 
and gained invaluable 
experience. 

CW 

UNDER-9S - 
LLANTWIT MAJOR 
13, PRFC 12 
Porthcawl were away 
on a cold dry morning 
in Llantwit Major 
against a side we have 
only played once in tag. 

In the first half we 
started slowly again, 
conceding three tries and 
only scoring one in 
return early on. The team 
did pull together as the 
game progressed and the 
second half was a very 
good performance, the 
third set of 10 minutes an 
excellent performance. 

The team are really are 
starting to play for each 
other which is reaping 
the rewards it deserves. 
Josh did well playing at 
scrum half and did an 
excellent job controlling 
the breakdown. He didn't 
get his name on the 
scoresheet, but made the 
passes for most of them. 

Jac Bevan, Max 
Williams, and Sam 
tackled their hearts out; 
Llantwit were regularly 
pinned back when they 
were hunted down by 
these three. Dylan, 
Matthew, Rory, Rowan, 
Max Shirley, Harrison, 
Jack Childs, and Max 
Thomas all looked good 
going forward with ball 
in hand. 

The progression of 


this team week on week 
is very good to see. The 
team performance was 
excellent, well done to 
you all. 

Try scorers: Max 
Williams (5), Dylan Bell 
(3), Jac Bevan (2), Rory, 
Harrison. 

JP 

UNDER-8S - 

PORTHCAWL 9, 
LLANTWIT 
MAJOR 5 

Llantwit Major did not 
know what hit them in 
the first five minutes of 
this game. 

In the first game our 
defence was on fire - we 
have been working on 
moving up quickly and 
closing down the space, 
this will be essential next 
year when we start 
tackling. 

We shot up in a line 
and tagged out the 
opposition on a number 
of occasions, not 
allowing Llantwit to get 
their running game going 
and more or less kept our 
defensive line after 
multiple phases. 

This then allowed us 
to have lots of ball by 
turning over the ball and 
enabled us to show off 
our running game. 

We saw in spades what 
we have been working on 
in training, and in the 
first game blew away the 
opposition by moving the 
ball away from the 
defenders and running 
the angles like 
professionals. 

From Piers’ try to 
Ryan taking the ball in 
space rather than 
hovering behind the 
passer, standing out 
wider and taking the ball 
at pace allowing him to 
score a great long range 
try, to Rose finishing off 
a great move - it was all 
very pleasing to watch. 

Top try contributor 
went to Oscar not just for 
his angled runs coming at 
pace, but for the 
supporting runs and try 
scoring passes he made. 
Lewis was given the 
individual clubman 
award. 

All of the team put in a 
shift defensively with 
Piers and Dexter to Lex, 
Lewis, Ryan, Oscar and 
Theo - but top tagger 
went to Dylan, where in 
the first game he charged 
up continuously and took 
on the mantle of 
defensive champion. 

We finished the first 
game 7-3 up, in the 
second game we had 
eight individuals on the 
field, and rather continue 
to play as a team we tried 
too hard individually, the 
score ending 2-2. 

Awards - clubman best 
effort, Lewis; clubman 
making a difference - Lex 
and Theo; tagger - 
Dylan, followed by Lewis 
(11), Ryan (8), Theo (7), 
Dylan (6); top try 
contributor - Oscar. 

Try scorers - Theo (3), 
Piers, Lex, Ryan, Lewis, 
Oscar, Rose. 

RH 

In the under-12s, 
Porthcawl emerged 17- 
0 winners against 
Llantwit Major. 

TW 


The Sports under-15s 
give a good account... 


NEATH Athletic provided an 
interesting test for Bridgend 
Sports’ under-15s as it was 
intriguing to see how we 
compete against a side that is 
well placed in the top tier of the 
Ospreys Cup; the Sports once 
again had a good turn out with 
a squad of 23. 

The Sports have scored the first try 
in each of their last six matches and 
this good trend continued thanks to 
prop Dewi Ronan who showed good 
strength and determination to force 
himself over the try line from close 
range. Scrum half Will Prosser then 
successfully converted from the right 
hand side of the pitch to give the Sports 
an early 7-0 lead. 

However, unfortunately for the 
Sports, this lead did not last for too 
long as the visitors cranked up the 
pressure deep inside the Sports half 
which forced the home side to concede 
several penalties in close proximity of 
each other. 

These penalties did not help the 
Sports as Neath Athletic levelled the 
match as a result of scoring a 
converted try to the left of the posts, 
but the Sports soon edged back in front 
through a great individual try by 
outside half Drew Price. 

Drew started his skilful run from 
just outside the visitors’ 22 and ended 
it by scoring in the right hand corner of 
the pitch to give the Sports a 12-7 lead, 
though, once again, this lead was 
shortlived as Neath Athletic took the 
lead for the first time, off the back of a 

... while 

SUNDAY, 

November 16, saw 
Bridgend Sports 
RFC under-8s 
continued their 
winning run by 
defeating both 
Bridgend Athletic 
and Tonyrefail at 
Newbridge Fields. 

In a quite frenetic 
local derby Bridgend 
Athletic took the lead 
before Sam Gardner 
levelled the scores after a 
fine passage of play. 

Both sets of defence 
were on top form and the 
scoreline remained 1-1 
up until the break. 

In the second half, 

Bridgend Sports started 
to take control of the 
game, as their defence 
started to frustrate the 
Athletic. 

Gaps started to open 
when the Sports attacked. 

Owen Hanney and 
George Jones, with two 
tries, made it 4-1 before 
Athletic started to play a 
more direct game trying 
to punch holes through 
the Sports defence. The 
Athletic managed to 
score and narrowed the 
deficit to two. 

Sports were not to be 
denied the local bragging 
rights though and 
countered with some 
great flowing rugby and 
support play, scoring two 
more tries through Jack 
Sperduty, with the 
Athletic replying with a 
score in between, the 
final score 6-3. 

In the second game of 
the morning a young 
Tonyrefail team played 
really well against the 
Sports, but it was the 
home side who prevailed 
by three tries in the end. 

Once again, the Sports 
started slowly and 
Tonyrefail took the lead 
with the first play of the 
game. 

Sports hit back with 
three tries before 


penalty which set up one of their 
players to score a converted try. 

With halftime looming, it was 
crucial for the Sports not to concede 
again before the break, but perhaps the 
compelling moment in terms of the 
result came when Neath Athletic did 
just that as they eased past the Sports’ 
defence to score under the posts. 
Consequently, the halftime score was 
21-12 to Neath Athletic. 

With the Sports suffering from that 
late first half blow it was now 
imperative for them to score the first 
try of the second half, but this did not 
go to plan as the visitors extended their 
lead to 14 points when their centre 
spotted a gap in the Sports defence to 
score a decisive try. 

The Sports did not give up and 
narrowed the deficit to just seven 
points when forward Gethin Isaac 
made a dangerous break to then make a 
good offload to captain Matthew 
Biggs, who continued his rich vein of 
scoring. Drew Price then converted to 
make the score 26-19. 

For the rest of the game the Sports’ 
defence was put to the test and, in 
particular, full back Izak Thomas 
should be commended for making 
several try-saving tackles throughout 
the match. The game ended with Neath 
Athletic taking the spoils with a 26-19 
victory. 

Overall, the Sports should be 
satisfied with their performance as it 
saw them compete with one of the 
better sides in the Ospreys region. As 
always, the Sports gave their all and 
hopefully they can get back to winning 
ways. TP 


under-8s 

halftime with James 
Murray scoring his first 
two tries in a blue and 
white shirt followed by 
Tom Collier. 

Tonyrefail replied just 
before halftime to make 
it 3-2 to the Sports. In the 
second half, Bridgend 
Sports extended their 
lead with tries from Gruff 
Roberts and a second for 
Tom Collier before 
Tonyrefail scored their 
third and final try. 

It was Sports though 
who had the last say as 
Ethan Walters finished 
the scoring, the final 
score 6-3 again! Once 
again, a strong showing 
from the Bridgend Sports 
under-8s, with their 
defensive lines causing 
teams major problems 
and when the opportunity 
presented itself, the 

Bridge 

THE results for 
Bridgend Bridge 
Club for recent 
events are: 

Wednesday, 
November 12, Children 
in Need night - First, 
Tony Ratcliff and Julian 
Pottage; Second, Peter 
Bugden and Geoff 
Barnes; Third, John 
Beard and Liam 
Sheridan. Winners on 
handicap Tony Ratcliff 
and Julian Pottage. 

Friday, November 14 - 
First, Jenny Vaughan and 
Irene Thomas; Second 
Norma and David 
Newman; Third Emer 
and Tony Disley. 
Winners on handicap 
Jenny Vaughan and Irene 
Thomas. 

Regular club nights 
take place on 
Wednesdays and Fridays 
at Nolton Church Hall at 
7pm. We try to start at 
7pm so it helps if people 
arrive at least 10 minutes 
early. 


impress 

young side attacked as a 
team. 

There was a big turn 
out on the day with great 
support. The club would 
like to extend thanks to 
the parents, with special 
thanks and 

congratulations extended 
to the squad of young 
players. 

Well done to Sam 
Gardner, Daniel Harris, 
Jack Sperduty, Owen 
Hanney, Ethan Walters, 
Thomas Bimson, Luc 
Tabram, Sam King, 
Hannah McNally, James 
Murray, Grujf Roberts, 
Dylan Harrison, George 
Jones, Stejfan Pritchard, 
Tom Collier, Isabella 
Ripano, Ben Evans, 
Dylan Griffiths. 

SP 

results 

On Thursdays from 
2pm to 5pm, also at 
Nolton Church Hall, 
there are gentle bridge 
sessions for the less 
experienced bridge 
players where assistance 
is readily available. 

The best placed 
improvers for November 
13 were Colin Lewis, 
Stuart Davies, Arthur 
Harvey, V Irene Thomas 
and Michael Williams. 

There are lessons on 
Thursdays at 11am, also 
at Nolton Church Hall - 
these are primarily for 
beginners and those who 
have played some bridge 
and would like to 
improve either or both 
their bidding and card 
play. 

It is still possible to 
book a place on the 
course - for further 
information contact John 
Evans on 01656 880372; 
there will be no sessions 
on November 20 and 27. 

DN 
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ONI VISION Ml! 


Tixirtsfom your living space and odd Hmeless 
style with plantation shutters by Solar 
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Call Paul Williams 

01446 439 3061 01656 349 281 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 



10144$ 4» 126 Of 07818 419 451 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING & TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07974065096 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
JSS^ COVERING ALL AREAS JSV 



► - - s ...ijb %vn| ^pntw' qisrtnliMi 

Bony Bridgend 

01446 438103 01656 349473 


BIiNCj • AWNVSGi * 


^BLUND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly GENUINE 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 15% OFF 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 




’Aeni 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 33± ±60 
or Barry 0±446 743267 
www.ist-digital.co.uk 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

44 Newlands Street, 
Barry 



t 

ulicSI 

iiYfiieil 

* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 
*iyeatment Plants* 
*Groundworker* 
and tarmac 








For Classified 

call 07891690791 
eileen® 
tindlenews.co.uk 


jALSTAISTTON 

CONSTRUCTION 
All building work covered 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Rendering 

• Driveways 

• Guttering 

• Chimneys 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Bathrooms 

• UPVC Windows & Doors 

• Stairlifts 

• All Electric Work 

01446 489368 


FREEPHONE 
0800 0029959 

Roof Repairs & Replacement 
(including flat roofs) 

All other home improvement 
and building v/ork carried out. 

www.hamptonshome 

improYements.com 


MIKE ANDERSON 

(Builders extraordinaire) 


Experts in Listed Buildings 


• Renovations 
• Slate & Roof Tiling 
• Timber Framed Houses 

• Bam or Loft Conversions 

• Conservatories 

• UPVC Windows & Doors 

• Wetrooms and all invalidity 
Bathrooms & Showers 


01656 771870 / 07976 720368 


D.A. Ross 

General building 
maintenance, plastering, 
carpentry, decorating 
& general DIY. 

No job too small. 

07832 208769 
01446 408600 


TOOL& 

PLANT 

HIRE 

SALES & 
SERVICE 

BOTTLED 

GAS 


Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park 
LlandowCFTlTPF 
Tel. 01446 771999 
www.randt.co.uk 


Read Th« GIN 

online weekly page by page 


BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

>01446 420784 
07970 642537 

www.bairyandvaledampproofing.co.uk 






^ HETAS 
\ registered 
T ^taller 



bar ry-today.co. u k; 
cowbr idge-today.co. u k: 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthoawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.oo.uk 


Plastering 
& Building 

Flat/Fibre Glass Roofs 
Damp Proofing 
Refurbishments 
Best Prices 
Free Estimates 
07920 195775 



Qenr^oly 

t 07890 857238 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insuranee eertifieates issued. 

googleme@guildofinastersweeps I 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


JOSE ^ 

:y sweep ^ 


CHIMNEY 


HETAS REGISTERED 


WOOD & MULTIFUELED STOVES 
SERVICED, INSTALLED & REPAIRED 

Bird guards fitted. ^Established 

01446 792735 1965 - 
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1st 
CHOICE 

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING + WEEKLY 
DOMESTIC CLEANING 
07930157952 or 01446 737695/739603 


Professional, 

Reliable, Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 
Plus... 


stain & Odour Removal 
FREE with carpet clean 


GUTTER CLEANING 
& FASCIA WASH 




01446 741460 
07830 480569 





Professional 
Carpet Cleaners 

Best Prices, Fully Insured 

Call: 07779 086699 

valecarpetcleaning.co.uk 




The Carpet & Vinyl Service 


Real prices • Real value • Real service 

J We take pride in 
m our work & offer 
I the best prices 

CaU Gordon ^ 07990 582686 
www.thecarpetservice.net 




VfiLE CARPETS 


cornea^ to^ 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 




GRIFFITHS CARPENTRY^ 

All aspects of Carpentry work 


Professional, friendly, caring service 

• Kitchen Installations • Flooring • Doors 

• Fencing • Decking • Bespoke Wardrobes 

Contact Rhys on 01446 794801/07803 696451 

WWW. rgriffithscarpentry. com 


Call Eileen for Classified 
on 07891 690791 
eileen@tindlenews.co.uk 


5S.C.D 

■F Carpentry 

We will beat any 
‘like for like’ 
kitchen quote. 
Free Design Service 
• Doors 

• Laminate Floors 
All aspects of 
Carpentry m I 

07737 291444 or 
01446 748164 




ESEu Painter & Deewator 

ti muw vr.« raM //uo 

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

liiih^d Calls 


Time served, qualified, 
professional, fast, clean 
worker, all insurance 
work undertaken 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 

nhurley@googlemall.com 


T 01446 772702 
M 07505 979078 


(Xitux * 

5*4c<rC)f<cM*ifws 


Bryan Hicks 

Painting 
& Decorating 
Specialist 

Est 1981 

Interior - Exterior 

01446 776203 
07544 169855 




kClTti-Su 

DIRECT 

Specialist Installers of uPVC: 

Soffits, Fascias, Guttering, Downpipes & Cladding 

FREE No Obligation QUOTE 

01656 746003/07761 282202 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
Sam - 8pm (7 days) 
www.windowtec.repair 


■vfiMfoMf ne UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


STEVE SEGUST 

FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 





LUMBERJACKS 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 

ALL TREE WORK UNDERTAKEN 

Tree preservation orders checked for free 

I WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE QUOTE 1 

ALL GARDEN WORK UNDERTAKEN 

All jobs considered 

1 large bag £10 
5 large bags £40 


LOGS 
FOR SALE 

Free local delivery 


Free Estimate, Fully Insured, Sam to 8pm, 7 Days a Week 
01446 728197 or 07785 943145 


'EtectHcCookere* ■'* N- cicl Soti Gardening Services 

Tumble Driers, etc 



Repaired in your 
own home 

0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


Vale 

dt) Grc 


Dog 

Grooming 
& Home Boarding 
Cowbridge 



01446 760 236 m 
07854 30 10 20 

valedoggrooming.co.uk 


Dave Ref fell 

E/ectr/ca/ 
Services 


Installer 
Scheme 

Approved contractor 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

d. reffell@hotmail.co. uk 





STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


A&C Electrical 
Solutions 

Domestic Appliance 
repairs. 

Appliances not removed. 
Appointment times given 
Over 30 years experience 

Covering Penarth 
to Porthcawi 

Card payments accepted. 

07732 264 803 24 Hr 


Th« 

GEM 

01446 

774484 




' Windows ^ 


All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 
puc-Y, Aluminium & Timber Windows 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels 
& Stains 

• Broken Handles/Hinges 

• Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 

• Replacement Door Panels 

• New Rubber Seals and insurance 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith QUOTATIONS 


P?r™wiff£3DP' www.bridgendwindows.com 



UPVC Windows • Doors • Conservatories • 
Fascias • Soffits • Guttering • Vertical Sliders • 
Composite Doors • Over 30 years experience 



Decking • Hedge Cutting 
Fencing • Lawns Laid & Cut 
Tree Felling • Jet Washing 
Loose Decorative Gravel 

‘Logs for Sale’ 


01446 402765 or 07540117474 


www,ratedpeople,com/profile/Jn-and-son-gardening 


Bridge Vale Diee Seences 

Qnppialictc in felling, pruning, 

0|llfbldll515 III CROWN REDUCTION, 

Large/Dangerous Trees thinning out and 

® ® TOTAL DISMANTLING 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - free quotes - 

COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Tel; 01446 113851 
SITE CLEARANCE OT 01921 902129 


Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree Pruning • Crown Lifting 'Tree Felling • Dangerous 
Tree Work • Pollarding • Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting 
Tree Dismantling • Root Pruning • Ground Clearance 
CaU us for a friendly, free quote, fully insured 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Seasoned Hard Wood Logs For Sale 


..f 


GARDENING OFFER 


1st2hrs£15 


Lawns, Pruning, Weeding, 

Jet Washing, Landscape, Gutters 

I Tel; 07866 544951 





V 4.^ 




NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 



SERVICES 

In the Vale serving the Vale 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


The GEM 

reaches 
42,000 homes. 
Give us a 
call to 

promote your 
business. 

Call Eileen for 
Classified 
Advertising on 
07891 690791 
or the office on 
01446 774484 

Advertise with 
us, we have 
the biggest 
distribution 
figures... 

The GEM 
42,000 

Barry & District 
4,284 

South Wales Echo 
23,876 




35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers i 985 o 


warranty on 
Worcester 
Boilers 





Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 
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Call John 

(Retired Maintenance Man) 

Small - Medium household 
jobs carried out 

Discount GAP’S 





6 JEFF’S 1 

Si 


No job too small 
Free quotes 
Skim over Artex Ceilings 

01443 229894 
07919 864806 


I tuition 




“Afamily run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task: too big or small. Just ash! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


Email eileen@ 
tindlenews.co.uk 
for classified 




All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 
Td. 07915 390029 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

Specialising in 
Coverage of 
Artex Ceilings 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 



Domestic Gas Engineer ■ Energy Assessor! 


Heating & Piumbing Gas Safety Certificates 

Gas Appiiance Servicing Servicing Contracts 
Boiier Breakdowns ’ Energy Performance Certificates 
Instaiiations Bathroom, Kitchen & Tiiing 


Free no-obligation quotation - No call out fees 
07850 481431 or candgenergyltd@gmail.com 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 


• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 

794266 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No j(^ 
too small _ 

01446 678671 
07526 125982 




JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing‘Tiling 
Plastering ‘Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No j’ob too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


fX-PfumriiHif 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

.id Dm » 

0t444 41lf71 


Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too smaii 

Tel: 07779 
598844 

or 01446 *5 
421006 215639 


J P EOWA.RDS 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers ] 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators no. 52^ 


014<4e 790127 0771900SS29 


Q ? jC| Plumbing & Heating 

— ^ 11 01446 623 353 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
"Combination Boiler Specialist 
Annual Boiler Service only £40 y;’ 

For aU your plumbing and heating requirements 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 30i 6i 6 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Service • Tiling 
07876 506982 ' 

01446 740176 53440 




Nice Man, Cheap Van 

(Luton Van with Tail Lift) - Best Prices ^ 

I 


• Removals • Deliveries • Collections 

• Office • Shop • Garage • Relocation 


General Clearance: 

• Houses • Garages • Sheds • Gardens 
• Fully Licensed Waste Carrier 


Tel: 01446 794866 or 07788 722703 

“BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND” 


All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


U Direct 
I Collect 
Services 

Light removals 
- courier work 
Any Place - Any Time 
Prices start from £10 

07944 743932 





Repairs, Slating, Tiling, 
New Roofs, Rubber 
Flat Roofs, Cbimney, 
Valleys & Gutters. 

www.davidryanbuilder.co.uk 

01656 782968 
07885 932468 


{jQ 


Roofing 
specialists 


S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 



FREEPHONE 
0800 0029959 

Roof Repairs & Repiacement 
(inciuding fiat roofs) 

Aii other home improvement 
and buiiding work carried out. 

www.hamptonshome 

improvements.com 


Quaiified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of Engiish, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Levei). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


aixlent.wiring(§ hotmail.co.uk 


FIREWOOD ^ 

Stiiu I :f ilhI & Kilf'i D'iKt 

Call 01446 771667 

for bulk winter deahs 

ui lopstak 




Call Eileen on 
078916 90791 
or the 
office on 
01446 774484 
for classified 


« BrtsMiM 

O Driving School Ltd 

• 10 lessons from £165 

• Learn to Drive from 14 years old from £23 

• B + E Towing Tests 

- 0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


Big Bag 1 

Logs 

Seasoned Logs 


Delivered to your door 

Logs are delivered in the big bags 


Use straight out of the bag 

Call PREMIERTURF 


Mobile 07815 861864 


Phone 01443 237439 







Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist^ 

Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459^ 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk ^ 




Tiling by Tanya 

4^ All aspects of wall & floor tiling 
4^ Ceramic, porcelain, natural stone 
4^ Friendly, professional service 
4^ No obligation free quotes 

07814 124 851 or 01446 736760 


JD TRADE SALES !o% 

TOP CASH PRICES ON COLLECTION 


£200 MINIMUM ANY CAR 

WITH AT LEAST 3 MONTHS MOT 
IN GOOD WORKING ORDER 


ALL VEHICLES CONSIDERED: DAMAGE REPAIRABLE, 
UN-TAXED, UN-MOTed & JUST TOO GOOD TO SCRAP 
RUNNING OR NOT WE BUY THE LOT 

Call Jack any time for a fast & friendly quote on: 

01446 728225 or 07500 901065 


3 



D.W. Waste Removals 

House 

Garden & Garage 
Licensed Waste Carrier 
Cheap Rates 
Tel: Darren on 07917 692908 


WANTED 

for cash in all areas 


T Cars, Vans, Lorrys 
■ & Quads. In any 
condition running or 
not. With or without 
MOT, insurance loss 
or third party. 

£200-£3000 

Please ring anytime 
7 days 9am-10.30pm 


Office: 01446 732222 
Mobile: 07816 205895 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


The 

GEM 




01656 720551 
07973 488806 


SBS SALVAGE LTD 

Barry’s newest car 
dismantling facility 
registered with the 

/ environment agency, DVLA 

» & Vale of Glamorgan Council 

s_ J Free of Charge: 

Immediate payment of up to £10,000 • Light demolition 
MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle. • Factory/Farm Clearances 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead, • All grades of metal taken 
Aluminium / Stainless steel, • Ferrous or non-ferrous 

Computer boards / Electric cable • Household appliances 

and catalytic converters • Car batteries 


CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday 
01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 54952 



Susan Viant 
Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) 




LOST 

Black Cat 
Yellow/Black Collar 
with Identity Barrel. 
Highlight Park/Lakin 
Drive Area. (Reward) 
Tel: 01446 622402 
or 07778555818 


IbLefl 

Barry k 
2 BEDROOM - 
HOUSE 

GCH, DG. 

Good condition 

07976 921201 



Do you have something to 


Now only 
£10 plus vat 

for a 5cm X 6cm colour 
greeting including 
a photo. 

Please ring Sue 
on 01446 774484 


Sarah 

Smith 

on 1st January 


^SJQClL Love from 

WSfiPr Mum, Dad 
■ & family XXX 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446409266 

07885251742 
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^ Chris Davies 

Recruiting Now 
Sales & Lettings Negotiators 


Visit: chris-davies.co.uk/careers 



Welcome Back to Wales 

RUBY C 

& Happy 92^^ Birthday 
From all yourJHends 
atTheGemxxx 




ELLEN MILLS 

Birthday on November 20, 2014 

Happy Birthday 

One year has passed, but 
you're neverforgotten. 

Thinking of you always. 

Love from husband Malcolm, Anita, 
Paul, Kelly, Kacey and Sean. XXX 

m ~r li ^ 


I* WILLIAMS 

Malcolm 

Peacefully passed away at home on 8th 
November. Malcolm of Coicot Road, Barry was 
the most beloved husband to his soul mate 
Evelyn and was the best father, grandfather and 
great grandfather anyone could wish for. 
Your legacy will live on through us. We love you 
and miss you so much xxx 
Funeral on Friday 21st November at Adams of 
Barry at 10.30am followed by burial at the cemetery 
and wake at West End Labour Club. 

Family flowers only. Any donations will be given to 
Marie Curie to thank them for their support. 


LYLA 422^ 

ELIZABETH 
JOHN 

Born on 1511112014 • 

A beautiful daughter for 
Owen and Emily John 

, A lovely granddaughter for Phil & Teresa 
I A gorgeous niece for Ceri. 

Formerly of BonvUston. 


W. A Brown Son 









# 


W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 




Vale 

Funeral 

Service 

Serving Barry and surrounding areas 


• A professional and 
personal service 

• Service Chapel with seating | 
for up to 400 people 

• Serving all faiths 
and cultures 

Lyndsay & Nicola Ellis 

181 Court Road, Barry CF63 lEX. 
Telephone: 01446 407962 


zvzvzv. valefuneralservice. co. uk 


I® FELLOWS 

Rosemary Joan 

Peacefully, on November 12 at her home in 
Llantwit Major, after a short illness bravely 
fought, Rosemary, beloved wife of John, dearly 
loved Mum of Paul, Sharon and Sarah, dear 
mother-in-law of Jeanette, John and Mark, 
devoted Nannie of Sam. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Wednesday November 26, 
Service and cremation 3.00pm at Cardiff & 
Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry. 

Flowers may be sent to the Funeral Home. 

HUGHE^*| 

Thomas Joseph 

Passed away peacefully on 7th November, beloved 
husband of the late Councillor Lorna Hughes. 

Private Requiem Mass to be held at Our Lady and St 
Illtyd RC Church, Ham Lane, 

Llantwit Major on Tuesday 25th November at 1pm 
followed by interment at Boverton Cemetery. 
Fortified by rites of Holy Mother Church 
No flowers by request please, donations if desired 
may be sent to SVP Llantwit Major c/o the church. 
Funeral arrangements entrusted to The Vale 
Funeral Service, Barry 01446 407962. 


GARSTANG ^ 

William John 

Peacefully, on November 5 after a long illness, Bill of 
Llantwit Major, beloved husband of the late Mary. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & Sons, 
Fonmon. Funeral Monday November 24, service and 
cremation at Cardiff & Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry at 
2.15pm. No flowers by request, donations in lieu, if 
desired, to Cancer Research UK c/o J James, 11 Fonmon 
Road, Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 


EVANS 

Gaynor Mary nee Stevens 

Peacefully, on November 9 at Llandough 
Hospital, Gaynor of Rhoose, beloved wife of Neil, 
dearly loved mother of Amy and Gareth, loving 
daughter of Jack and Mair Stevens, much loved 
sister of Silvia and her family. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Tuesday November 25, service 
1.00pm at St Peters Church, Rhoose followed by 
cremation at Cardiff & Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry 
at 2.15pm. No flowers by request, donations in lieu, if 
desired, to Marie Curie Cancer Care c/o J James, 11 
Fonmon Road, Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 


I** HOPKINS ^ 

Dilys May nee Jones 

Sadly Dilys, of St Athan, aged 84 years, passed 
away on November 11 at Milsom House Care 
Home, St Athan. Beloved wife of the late 
Glyndwr, loved sister of Marian and Des, 
Aunty of Mark and Richard, sadly missed by all 
her family, reunited at last with Glyn. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W. James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Thursday November 27, 
service 2.00pm at St Athan Church, followed by 
interment in St Athan Cemetery. 

Flowers may be sent to the Funeral Home. 










NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION 
OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER 
HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 
BRO MORGANNWG THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
(PUBLIC FOOTPATH NO 
12 MARCROSS) 

PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION 
ORDER 2014 



RHYBUDD O GADARNHAU 
GORCHYMYN LLWYBR CYHOEDDUS 
DEDDF PRIFFYRDD 1980 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
(LLWYBR TROED CYHOEDDUS RHIF 
12 MARCROES) 

GORCHYMYN AILGYFEIRIO LLWYBR 
CYHOEDDUS 2014 

Ar 23 Hydref 2014, cadarnhaodd Cyngor Bro 
Morgannwg y Gorchymyn uchod a wnaethpwyd o dan 
adran 119 Deddf Priffyrdd. 

Effaith y Gorchymyn a gadarnhawyd, fydd ailgyfeirio 
rhan o Iwybr troed cyhoeddus fel y’i heglurwyd yn yr 
Atodlen ac a welir ar fap y Gorchymyn. 

Bydd copiau o’r Gorchymyn a gadarnhawyd a map y 
Gorchymyn, i’w gweld yn rhad ac am ddim yn ystod yr 
wythnos yn y cyfeiriad isod, rhwng 9:00am a 4:00pm o 20 
Tachwedd 2014 hyd 5 Ionawr2015. Bydd copiau o’r map 
a’r Gorchymyn ar werth yn y fan honno am £4.50 yr un. 
Daw’r Gorchymyn hwn i rym ar 20 Tachwedd 2014. 
Serch hynny, os bydd unrhyw un sy’n tybio iddo gael 
cam o’i herwydd yn dymuno holi ynghylch dilysrwydd 
y Gorchymyn, neu unrhyw ddarpariaeth ynddo, am 
y tyb nad yw o fewn pwerau’r Ddeddf uchod, ynteu 
na chydymffurfiwyd a’i gofynion neu’r rheoliadau a 
wnaed o dani wrth gadarnhau’r Gorchymyn, bydd 
hawl i’r unigolyn hwnnw wneud cais i’r Uchel Lys o 
dan baragraff 2 Atodiad 2 o’r Ddeddf drwy weithrediad 
paragraff 5 Atodlen 6, cyn pen 6 wythnos ar 61 20 
Tachwedd 2014. 

Dyddiedig 20 Tachwedd 2014 

Cyfarwyddwr Gwasanaethau Datblygu, Swyddfeydd 
y Dociau, Heol yr Isffordd, CF63 4RT 


On the 23rd day of October 2014 The Vale of 
Glamorgan Council confirmed the above Order made 
under Section 119 of the Highways Act. 

The effect of the Order as confirmed is to divert part 
of the public footpath as set out in the Schedule and 
shown in the Order map. 

A copy of the confirmed Order and Order map may 
be seen at the address below free of charge between 
9:00am and 4:00pm on weekdays from 20th November 
2014 until 5th January 2015. Copies of the Order and 
map may be bought here at a price of £4.50. 

This Order comes into force on the 20th November 
2014, but if any person aggrieved by the Order desires to 
question its validity or that of any provision contained in it, 
on the ground that it is not within the powers of the above 
Act, as amended, or on the ground that any requirement 
of that Act, as amended, or any regulation made under it 
has not been complied with in relation to the confirmation 
of the Order, he/she may, under paragraph 2 of Schedule 
2 to the Act as applied by paragraph 5 of Schedule 6 to 
the Act, within 6 weeks from 20th November 2014 make 
an application to the High Court. 

Dated this 20th Novemher 2014 

Director of Deveiopment Services, Docks Offices, 

Suhway Road, Barry, CF63 4RT 



vALEotGLAMORGAN NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF 
PUBLIC PATH ORDER 
HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 
0 MORGANNWG THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
(PUBLIC FOOTPATH NO 12 WELSH ST 
DONATS) 

PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION 
ORDER 2014 


RHYBUDD O GADARNHAU 
GORCHYMYN LLWYBR CYHOEDDUS 
DEDDF PRIFFYRDD 1980 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
(LLWYBR TROED CYHOEDDUS RHIF 
12 LLANDDUNWYD) 

GORCHYMYN AILGYFEIRIO LLWYBR 
CYHOEDDUS 2014 
Ar 23 Hydref 2014, cadarnhaodd Cyngor Bro 
Morgannwg y Gorchymyn uchod a wnaethpwyd o dan 
adran 119 Deddf Pri^rdd. 

Effaith y Gorchymyn a gadarnhawyd, fydd ailgyfeirio 
rhan o Iwybr troed cyhoeddus fel y’i heglurwyd yn yr 
Atodlen ac a welir ar fap y Gorchymyn. 

Bydd copiau o’r Gorchymyn a gadarnhawyd a map y 
Gorchymyn, i’w gweld yn rhad ac am ddim yn ystod yr 
wythnos yn y cyfeiriad isod, rhwng 9:00am a 4:00pm o 20 
Tachwedd 2014 hyd 5 Ionawr2015. Bydd copiau o’r map 
a’r Gorchymyn ar werth yn y fan honno am £4.50 yr un. 
Daw’r Gorchymyn hwn i rym ar 20 Tachwedd 2014. 
Serch hynny, os bydd unrhyw un sy’n tybio iddo gael 
cam o’i herwydd yn dymuno holi ynghylch dilysrwydd 
y Gorchymyn, neu unrhyw ddarpariaeth ynddo, am 
y tyb nad yw o fewn pwerau’r Ddeddf uchod, ynteu 
na chydymffurfiwyd a’i gofynion neu’r rheoliadau a 
wnaed o dani wrth gadarnhau’r Gorchymyn, bydd 
hawl i’r unigolyn hwnnw wneud cais i’r Uchel Lys o 
dan baragraff 2 Atodiad 2 o’r Ddeddf drwy weithrediad 
paragraff 5 Atodlen 6, cyn pen 6 wythnos ar 61 20 
Tachwedd 2014. 

Dyddiedig 20 Tachwedd 2014 

Cyfarwyddwr Gwasanaethau Datblygu, Swyddfeydd 
y Dociau, Heol yr Isffordd, CF63 4RT 


On the 23rd day of October 2014 The Vale of 
Glamorgan Council confirmed the above Order made 
under Section 119 of the Highways Act. 

The effect of the Order as confirmed is to divert part 
of the public footpath as set out in the Schedule and 
shown in the Order map. 

A copy of the confirmed Order and Order map may 
be seen at the address below free of charge between 
9:00am and 4:00pm on weekdays from 20th November 
2014 until 5th January 2015. Copies of the Order and 
map may be bought here at a price of £4.50. 

This Order comes into force on the 20th November 
2014, but if any person aggrieved by the Order desires to 
question its validity or that of any provision contained in it, 
on the ground that it is not within the powers of the above 
Act, as amended, or on the ground that any requirement 
of that Act, as amended, or any regulation made under it 
has not been complied with in relation to the confirmation 
of the Order, he/she may, under paragraph 2 of Schedule 
2 to the Act as applied by paragraph 5 of Schedule 6 to the 
Act, within 6 weeks from 20th November 2014 make an 
application to the High Court. 

Dated this 20th November 2014 

Director of Development Services, Docks Offices, 

Subway Road, Barry, CF63 4RT 


VALEotGLAMORG^ NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF 
PUBLIC PATH ORDER 
HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 

BROMORGwIim THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
(PUBLIC FOOTPATH 
N017LLANILID) 

PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION 
ORDER 2014 


RHYBUDD O GADARNHAU 
GORCHYMYN LLWYBR CYHOEDDUS 
DEDDF PRIFFYRDD 1980 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
(LLWYBR TROED CYHOEDDUS RHIF 
17 LLANILID) 

GORCHYMYN AILGYFEIRIO LLWYBR 
CYHOEDDUS 2014 

Ar 23 Hydref 2014, cadarnhaodd Cyngor Bro 
Morgannwg y Gorchymyn uchod a wnaethpwyd o dan 
adran 119 Deddf Pri^rdd. 

Effaith y Gorchymyn a gadarnhawyd, fydd ailgyfeirio 
rhan o Iwybr troed cyhoeddus fel y’i heglurwyd yn yr 
Atodlen ac a welir ar fap y Gorchymyn. 

Bydd copiau o’r Gorchymyn a gadarnhawyd a map y 
Gorchymyn, i’w gweld yn rhad ac am ddim yn ystod yr 
wythnos yn y cyfeiriad isod, rhwng 9:00am a 4:00pm o 20 
Tachwedd 2014 hyd 5 Ionawr2015. Bydd copiau o’r map 
a’r Gorchymyn ar werth yn y fan honno am £4.50 yr un. 
Daw’r Gorchymyn hwn i rym ar 20 Tachwedd 2014. 
Serch hynny, os bydd unrhyw un sy’n tybio iddo gael 
cam o’i herwydd yn dymuno holi ynghylch dilysrwydd 
y Gorchymyn, neu unrhyw ddarpariaeth ynddo, am 
y tyb nad yw o fewn pwerau’r Ddeddf uchod, ynteu 
na chydymffurfiwyd a’i gofynion neu’r rheoliadau a 
wnaed o dani wrth gadarnhau’r Gorchymyn, bydd 
hawl i’r unigolyn hwnnw wneud cais i’r Uchel Lys o 
dan baragraff 2 Atodiad 2 o’r Ddeddf drwy weithrediad 
paragraff 5 Atodlen 6, cyn pen 6 wythnos ar 61 20 
Tachwedd 2014. 

Dyddiedig 20 Tachwedd 2014 

Cyfarwyddwr Gwasanaethau Datblygu, Swyddfeydd 
y Dociau, Heol yr Isffordd, CF63 4RT 


On the 23rd day of October 2014 The Vale of 
Glamorgan Council confirmed the above Order made 
under Section 119 of the Highways Act. 

The effect of the Order as confirmed is to divert part 
of the public footpath as set out in the Schedule and 
shown in the Order map. 

A copy of the confirmed Order and Order map may 
be seen at the address below free of charge between 
9:00am and 4:00pm on weekdays from 20th November 
2014 until 5th January 2015. Copies of the Order and 
map may be bought here at a price of £4.50. 

This Order comes into force on the 20th November 
2014, but if any person aggrieved by the Order desires to 
question its validity or that of any provision contained in it, 
on the ground that it is not within the powers of the above 
Act, as amended, or on the ground that any requirement 
of that Act, as amended, or any regulation made under it 
has not been complied with in relation to the confirmation 
of the Order, he/she may, under paragraph 2 of Schedule 
2 to the Act as applied by paragraph 5 of Schedule 6 to 
the Act, within 6 weeks from 20th November 2014 make 
an application to the High Court. 

Dated this 20th November 2014 

Director of Development Services, Docks Offices, 

Subway Road, Barry, CF63 4RT 
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Bad results for hockey teams 


Pure Wool 
Cream Rug 
56”x80”VGC£60 
Ladies Armchair 
with Loose 
Washable Cover 
£65 

07710 476108 ,, 


Wanted 
Banjo/ 
Ukulele or 
Guitar 

Please contact 

01446 700558 


Hotpoint 
Iced Diamond 
Fridge Freezer 

In excellent condition. 

£50 ono 

Buyer collects. 

Tel: 01446 795658^^ 


Rise & 

Recliner Chair 

With heat and massage 
features. Exc. condition. 
Bought in 2012 for 
£1,425, will sell for 

£500. 

Tel 01446 771261 


Coomber PA 
System 

Cassette recorder, 
amplifier and speaker. 
Model 2020-6, mains 
operated. Not used, as 
new. Was £150, will accept 
£60. 

Tel; 01446 711300 „ 


For Sale 
American Style 
Pea Coat XXL 
Brand New 

£95.00 

01446 406182 


A pair of wrought iron 
1930s Garden Gates & 
Bitumen Gas Boiler & 
Accessories. Also other 
household furniture 
items including carpets. 
Please call for details 
on 07799 692181 
or 01446 710637 


Slimline 

Stairiift 

Fitted guaranteed 
by local engineer 

£750 

01446 711739 


Volvo V70 

Grey, black leather 
interior, 100k miles, 
new MOT, VGC. 

£2,500 

01446 774961 „ 

VReg 

Rover 416 

Good runner, genuine 
47,000 miles, MOT July 
2015. 

£300 

01656 668009,, 


Samsung LCD TV 27” 

Two years old, with 3 
year guarantee 
remaining £65 
Also TV wall mount 
bracket for TV 23”-37” 
still in box never used 
£15 

01446 794510 ,, 


P.A. System consists of 
one carlsbro amp with 
Behringer effects box 
attached. Two 
salamander speakers 
plus two microphones. 
All cables included 

£95.00 

01446 406182,, 

Brown Leather 
3 Piece Suite. 
Totally unused, 
still packaged. 
Cost £1,200 
Sell for £420 
can deliver 
07880 982508 „ 


53 Plate 

VAUXHALL 

ASTRA 

32,700 miles, 

12 month MOT, 
excellent condition. 

£1,700 

01446 722358 


2001 

Lexus IS200 

Silver, FSH, MOT, 

1 owner from new, 
excellent condition, 
low mileage. 

£2,225 ono 
01446 794056 


PENARTH Hockey 
Club faced another 
couple of tricky 
Davis Wood Hockey 
League encounters 
at the weekend, 
hampered by the 
absence of key 
players. 

Penarth’s First XI 
travelled across the 
Severn Bridge for a late 
afternoon fixture against 
mid-table rivals Bristol 
University ‘B’ knowing 
that a victory was 
essential to remain in 
touch with a top two 
threatening to pull away 
from the rest of the 
division. 

Despite the journey to 
darkest Shirehampton, it 
was the visitors who 
started the more brightly, 
building through Chris 
Baker and Tom Haran in 
midfield and putting 
immediate pressure on 
the student defence. 

The early effort was 
rewarded when a pacy 
approach was finished 
off by the lurking Chris 
McCarthy with less than 
10 minutes on the clock, 
buoying a Penarth side 
that, despite the odd 
Bristol foray, had yet to 
defend its own goal. 

The Vale side doubled 
its advantage midway 
through the half, when 
Baker produced a typical 
piece of individual 
hockey before firing past 
the hapless University 
goalkeeper, and the strike 
was made more welcome 
by the knowledge that 


the students were 
gradually coming more 
into the game, with 
increasing pressure being 
applied to the visitors’ 
goal. 

With right-half Dave 
Stevens and goalkeeper 
Mark Harris in fine form, 
the sides went into the 
interval without any 
further addition to the 
score, but Penarth knew 
that they would need to 
be on their mettle to 
prevent their hard-earned 
advantage being 

unravelled by their hosts. 

Unfortunately, a 
change of strategy 
allowed the students to 
seize the upper-hand 
straight after the interval, 
and concerted pressure 
on the Penarth goal drew 
a couple of sharp saves 
from Harris. 

The ‘keeper could not 
keep the Bristol forwards 
at bay forever though 
and, eventually, the 
Penarth defences were 
breached by a penalty 
corner. 

Rocked by the goal, 
Penarth were quickly 
brought back to parity as 
further University 
pressure led to a cross 
from the left that found a 
forward unmarked just a 
few feet off the goal-line. 
With only the recovering 
Harris to beat, a goal was 
inevitable, and drawing 
level only served to give 
the students fresh 
impetus. 

Although Penarth 
enjoyed their share of 
attacking moments, they 
appeared less incisive 


than their hosts, and it 
was only a matter of time 
before the advantage 
finally tipped in Bristol’s 
fashion. 

Once again, Penarth 
were undone by a 
sustained run of penalty 
corners, with one 
eventually sneaking in at 
the right-hand post to 
make the score 3-2 in 
Bristol’s favour. 

Undeterred, and keen 
to secure the result that 
their endeavour 

deserved, Penarth 
continued to look for 
ways through the student 
defence, but it appeared 
as if fate may have turned 
against them. However, a 
brief injury break while 
Harris shook off the 
effects of a goalmouth 
collision appeared to 
give Penarth the chance 
to collect their thoughts, 
and renewed pressure 
eventually led to a hard- 
earned equaliser as 
Gareth Hurman popped 
up at the far post to tap 


home a ball fired m from 
the left flank. 

With very little time 
remaining after the 
restart, Penarth were able 
to hold on and claim a 
merited 3-3 draw that 
secures them in fourth 
place in De Cymru & 
The Marches 1. 
CAREW 5-2 
PENARTH ‘A’ 
With a depleted side, 
and midfield Paul 
Thomas deputising 
between the sticks in 
the absence of a 
recognised goalkeeper, 
Penarth’s 2nd XI was 
always going to be up 
against on their trip to 
Swansea. 

Despite another 
spirited display to match 
the one apparent in the 
previous week’s reverse 
against co-leaders 
Cardiff & Met ‘F, 
Penarth had no answer 
for the pressure applied 
by their hosts and 
eventually succumbed to 
a 5-2 defeat that drags 


them closer to the bottom 
four. 

League games 

continue this weekend 
(Saturday, November 
22), with the 1st XI 
hosting Wotton-under- 
Edge at Barry Sports 
Centre, while the seconds 
head across Cardiff to 
take on one of the myriad 
Whitchurch teams 
populating the De Cymru 
2 division. 

Penarth Hockey Club 
always welcomes new, 
old and returning players, 
umpires, supporters, 
friends and helpers 
regardless of age and 
ability. Training takes 
place on the artificial turf 
at Barry Sport Centre 
every Wednesday, with 
the juniors in action 
between 6-7pm and 
seniors between 7-8pm. 

Further information 
can be obtained from 
club secretary Dave 
Stevens via: 

d_stevens81 @hotmail. 
co.uk. CL 


Cottrell ladies celebrate 
the end of the season 


The Cottrell Park ladies 
enjoyed a pleasant evening at 
their end of season dinner. 

Following a good meal the team 
captains reported on their teams’ 
performance throughout the year. Sian 
Lovell reported that both the first and 
second teams held their own in their 
divisions. The first team remain in 
Division 2 and the second in Division 
8 west. 


She then told the story of their 
performances in clever verse. Helen 
Evans, the friendly captain, also 
reported in verse how much everyone 
had enjoyed playing in the teams; they 
both thanked all the ladies who had 
played in the teams, thanking them for 
their support. 

Cathy Northam was presented with 
the second team cup for her 
tremendous support during the year. 

CB 





Dec 03 



NEW BROAD 

STREET MOTORS 


BEAT THE 
CHILL 

WITH OUR WINTER 
SERVICING DEALS 


COLLECT AND 
DELIVER 
SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


INTERIM SERVICE 
MOT AND 


INTERIM 
SERVICE AND 
WINTER CHECK 


WINTER CHECK 


SAVE ££££’$ 
ON MAIN 
DEALER 
PRICES . 


£99 


£79 


llf6IO*«M. 


NEW BROAD STREET MOTORS 
CARDIFF ROAD. BARRY, SOUTH 
WALES, CF63 2BE 


01446 720044 NBSM.CO.UK 


New Broad Street Motors 

Established in 1979 
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When a local horse won the 
Welsh Grand National... 


WALES’ most prestigious horse race, The 
Coral Welsh Grand National, will be held 
at Chepstow Racecourse on December 27. 

Little did I think when I saw Evan Williams's late 
father, Llancarfan farmer Rhys Williams, win the 
the adjacent hunts’ race at the Tredegar Farmers' 
Hunt Point-To-Point Steeplechases at Lower 
Machen, a delightful liitle racecourse which was 
being used for the first time back in 1964, on a horse 
called Norther that I was witnessing the following 
year's winner of Wales' showpiece race - and, as it 
happens, no other horse actually trained in Wales 
has been successful since. 

In my book. The Welsh Grand National - From 
Deerstalker to Supreme Glory , I tell how this 
famous win came about. 

One horse who made a big impression in Welsh 
point-to-points during the 1964 season was 
Glanville Jones’ Norther who had been qualified 
with the Pentych Hunt. On two occasions Norther, 
who loved munching those mints with a hole in the 
middle, had beaten Snowdra Queen the mare bought 
out of Wales by Mrs Jackie Brutton and who was to 
win, among other races, the United Hunts Challenge 
Cup at Cheltenham. 

Led over the last by Quintina, who was trying to 
land a notable double for trainer Fred Winter who 
had saddled Jay Trump to win the Aintree National, 
Norther stayed on gallantly to beat Fred Winter's 
charge by a length with Dark Venetian pipping 
Limonali for third place. 

Norther was Terry Biddlecombe's 99th winner of 
the season; Norther, who was landing his fifth win 

The Omen 
is a winner 

THE Omen, trained by Tim Vaughan at 
Aberthin, landed the British Legion Peace 
In Our Time Handicap Chase at Lingfield 
recently. 

Confidently ridden by 71b claiming jockey Alan 
Johns, eight-year-old The Omen,who was made the 
5-4 favourite, romped home 12 lengths ahead of 
Gizzit. 

BRIAN LEE 


of the season, was trained by Denzil Jenkins of 
Cowbridge in the Vale. 

During the Second World War,Sqdn Ldr Jenkins 
,DFC, had commanded a squadron of fighter pilots 
and had 192 flying operations to his credit. He 
declared: “He was well bred enough to win anything 
being by Precipitation and Terry was very confident 
today.” 

Mr Jones though was surprised as he thought the 
horse had been given too much weight. Norther was 
to have been ridden by Ken White but he had been 
claimed to ride Pallas Main which finished fifth. 

Sadly, the Grand National third, Mr Jones, had a 
fatal fall at the water jump and his rider Chris 
Collins was not only badly shaken but had a nasty 
leg gash. Terry Biddlecombe's brother, Tony, also 
had good reason to remember this particular 
Chepstow meeting. He rode a hat-trick! 

The following year. Norther finished seventh in 
the Aintree National and was second in the Scottish 
National. A fine jumper he was to return to point-to- 
pointing and had only one fall since 1966 when at 
the age of 15 he came down at the first fence at the 
South Pembrokeshire. He sadly somehow broke his 
jaw when grazing in his field and had to be put 
down. 

Another Welsh point-to-pointer to win the Welsh 
Grand National was Gordon Llewellin's Dudley Cup 
winner Clover Bud which was successful in 1960 
when ridden by David Nicholson. 

As tough as old boots. Clover Bud initiated her 
stud career with two sets of dead twins, but was to 
prove most successful at stud in later years. Clover 
Bud died at the ripe old age of 27 and produced 
Captain Clover and champion point-to-pointer 
National Clover who was the dam of that good 
Cheltenham horse Go Ballistic. Another horse 
trained in the Vale to win the Welsh Grand National 
was Posy Lewis' Limonali, who was successful in 
1959 and 1961 - more about this little horse later. 

You can e-mail your news or views to 
brianlee4@virginmedia.com or phone him on 
02920736438. 

BRIAN LEE 




Car Body Repairs 

“Now 10 Years in business” 






Tristan Greedy would 
like to inform all of his 
customers that due to 
business expansion they have moved from the Heritage 
Business Park, Wick Rd, Llantwit Major to their new 
premises (next door to the Post Office sorting office), 
Llandow, Vale Business Park - and it’s business as normal. 


New Address 


Unit 4, 

40D Penllyn Way, 
Vale Business Park, 
Llandow CF71 7PF 




We will try to beat your excess before you go 
through your insurance. 


Open 6 days a week 
Sam till late 
Bumper scuffs 
Wheel refurbishment 
Window tinting 
Resprays 
Light & Heavy 
Accident Repairs 
Courtesy cars provided 
We will guarantee to 
beat any genuine like for 
like quotation 
We deal with all major 
insurance companies 

“If your excess is too high - 
give us a try” 

New Phone No. 




Find us on 


01446 772757 

email: goodasnew1(g)hotmail.co.uk 
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VEHICLE TESTING 
STATION 


LLANDOW 

MOT 

CENTRE LTD 




VEHICLE TESTING 
STATION 



& Free Re-Test 

“ WHY PAY MORE, 
WHEN YOU CAN PAY LESS? 

ALL ASPECTS OF VEHICLE REPAIR AND 
MAINTENANCE COVERED INCLUDING HGVS 



ENGINE MANAGEMENT 
DIAGNOSTICS 

FLEET BUSINESS 
ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE 


OPEN SAM- 5PM MON-SAT 01446 771828 
UNIT 8A VALE BUSINESS PARK 

From the entrance to the estate, take your third right then first left and we are straight ahead. 
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Cowbridge under-14s 
make Cup progress 


COWBRIDGE under-14s 
successfully got through to 
the second round of the 
Blues Cup with a 
comfortable away victory 
at Gwernyfed. 

The game’s first try came from 
a text book turnover by the 
Cowbridge open-side flanker, Ben 
Jones. loan Williams quickly fed 
Reuben Williams on the crash 
ball, for R.Williams to crash over 
wide out on the right wing. 

Straight from the resulting kick 
off, Cowbridge showed their 
intent with a superb backs move 
resulting in the play moving deep 
inside the Gwernyfed half. 
Gwernyfed stole the ball, but a 
brilliant turnover by Evan Lloyd 
gave Cowbridge the ball back. 

Cowbridge showed great 
composure and produced 10 
phases of play to set up a great 
team try for Iwan Price-Thomas 
on the far left wing. Evan Thomas 
converted. 

Gwernyfed came back at 
Cowbridge and took a couple of 
scrums against the head, allowing 
their dangerous inside centre to 
get his hands on the ball making 
good yards into the Cowbridge 
half. Cowbridge’s third try of the 
first half came from Andy Davies 
winning a scrum against the head. 

With the surprise possession, 
Reuben Williams picked up and 
ran from his own 22 to just inside 
the Gwernyfed 22. loan Williams 
fed Evan Thomas, who with great 
soft hands offloaded to Ben Jones 
who put Jack Dixon in for his first 
try of the game on the right wing. 

Gwernyfed were defending 
well and keeping the Cowbridge 
backs at bay. Gwernyfed managed 


to clear their lines after a 
concerted 10 minutes deep inside 
their own 22. 

Erom this clearing kick, Evan 
Thomas took a great catch and set 
his right winger, Dixon, off on a 
great run. He was brought down 
with just 10 metres to the 
Gwernyfed line. With great 
support from the forwards the ball 
came back very quickly for 
I.Williams to feed Jack Little, the 
powerful second row, to go over 
for Cowbridge’s fourth try of the 
half. E.Thomas converted to make 
it Gwernyfed 0, Cowbridge 24. 

With the halftime whistle 
approaching Cowbridge scored 
their fifth and best try of the half. 
R.Williams made another great 
run down the blind side, handing 
off four Gwernyfed defenders. 

By the time R.Williams had 
been brought down nearly half of 
the Gwernyfed defenders had 
been taken out of the game. With 
some simple passing along the 
backs Iwan Price-Thomas, the 
Cowbridge full back entered the 
line to score his second try of the 
game. The halftime score was 
Gwernyfed 0, Cowbridge 29. 

The second half started as the 
first had finished with Cowbridge 
attacking deep inside the 
Gwernyfed 22. Gwernyfed were 
defending hard at a ruck five 
metres out from their line, when 
the ball squirted out and Evan 
Thomas was the first to react. 

Thomas fly hacked the ball over 
the try line and lestyn Eenn 
pounced on the ball to score the 
first try of the second half. 
Cowbridge made a number of 
substitutions, one of which was a 
welcome return for Harry Ridge. 

Playing full back Ridge 


gathered a clearing kick and ran 
hard into the Gwernyfed defence. 
As the Gwernyfed defence 
gathered around Ridge he 
managed to get a pass away to 
Dixon, who scampered over for 
his second try of the game; 
E.Thomas converted. 

With the game entering the 
final stages, Harry Bluck the 
powerful Cowbridge prop, went 
on a barnstorming individual run. 
With virtually the whole of the 
Gwernyfed pack on his back. Blue 
continued to pump his legs and 
was brought down within inches 
of the line. 

Erom the resulting quick ball, 
Barny Langdon-Cryer went over 
for his first try of the game. To be 
fair to Gwernyfed they did not let 
their heads drop at any stage and 
secured themselves a consolation 
try. 

Erom a scrum deep inside their 
own 22, Gwernyfed bravely ran 
the ball. The Gwernyfed inside 
centre took advantage of a huge 
gap in the Cowbridge midfield and 
showed great pace to score a 
length of the field try. 

The game’s final try came 
following another run by 
R.Williams, taking four 
Gwernyfed defenders to bring him 
down. I.Williams made a blind 
side run and put in a great scoring 
pass to Dan Roberts, the substitute 
left winger, to make the final score 
Gwernyfed 7, Cowbridge 53. 

Well done boys on a great 
performance and your progression 
to the second round of the Blues 
Cup where the team will play 
away at Cymry Caerdydd REC. 

GJ 


VALE’S COACHES OF 
THE FUTURE CHOSEN 



FIFTEEN sixth form pupils across the 
Vale have recently been selected to be part 
of the Vale of Glamorgan Council’s 
‘Coaches of the Future’ scheme. 

The initiative was launched at the Civic Offices in 
Barry with a special reception that included a visit 
from two British swimmers, leuan Lloyd and Tom 
Haffield, who spoke to the group about the positive 
impact that their swimming coaches have made so 
far in their careers. 

leuan and Tom were also joined at the launch by 
Liam Tanner, a sixth form pupil from Barry 
Comprehensive School who is one of the Vale of 
Glamorgan’s four Gold Sports Ambassadors. 

Vale of Glamorgan Council’s cabinet member for 
leisure, Coun Gwyn John, said: “This is an 
extremely exciting initiative which will provide an 
invaluable insight into sports coaching. leuan, Tom 
and Liam are three excellent examples of young 
people who inspire people through sport and it was 
fascinating to hear from leuan and Tom about how 
various coaches have helped them in different ways 
due to their differing styles and attributes.” 


ABOVE: Coun Gwyn John pictured with 
leuan, Tom and Liam, and the 
Vale CounciTs 'Coaches of the Future'. 


di I yc< - - 

paintwork repairs at a fracuon 
c;/ ' , body coM% 

•Quick •CorT«wiicrc •fuib Guarancaod 


16 > for fOL« cscImMe ciil 

Paul Jarvis 07904 840202 
0800 028 7878 



STANDARD TYRES from 


EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • MOT’S • DISCS • SERVICING 

£ 29.50 


£ 35.75 


amoGESTonE 

rvwes 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

Size / Make 

Price 

Size/Make 

Price 

195/50 VR15 Bridgestone TOOl 

£53.95 

175/65TR14 AvonZTS 

£42.95 

195/65 VR15 Bridgestone TOOl 

£6330 

195/50VR15 AvonZV5 

£51.95 

225/45 YR17 Bridgestone S001 

£89.95 

195/65VR15 AvonZV5 

£58.95 

225/40 YR18 Bridgestone S001 XL 

£95.00 

205/55VR16 AvonZVS 

£59.95 


J 

_ J 


GET YOUR TYRES 
CHECKED FOR FREE! 
BYYOURIOCALETB. 

IF YOUR TYRE SIZE 
IS NOT SHOWN 
PLEASE CALL FOR 
A QUOTATION 


165/70TR13 . 

175/70TR14 . 

175/65TR14 . 

. FROM ONLY 

. FROM ONLY 

. FROM ONLY 

1 PERFORMANCE TYRES from J 

' 185/65HR14. 

^ 195/60HR15. 

195/65HR15. 

. FROM ONLY 

. FROM ONLY 

. FROM ONLY 

1 HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from^ 

185/55VR15 . 

195/50VR15 . 

195/65VR15. 

205/55VRl6 . 

. FROM ONLY 

. FROM ONLY 

. FROM ONLY 

. FROM ONLY 

1 ULTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from^ 


£ 36.00 


205/55WR16. FROM 

215/55WR16. FROM 

225/45WR17. FROM 

225/40WR18. FROM 


£ 42.95 

ONLY £42.95 
ONLY £53.95 
ONLY £48.95 
ONLY £46.95 


Cardiff Road, Cadoxton 

Barry ^ 

CF63 2QW TT 

01446 733167 



271 Penarth Road 
Cardiff AA ( 
CF11 8TT TT 

02920382644 





: ARE OPEN: MONDAY - FRIDAY 8.00am - 5.30pm, SATURDAYS 8.00am - 4.00pm. all major credit cards. [VISA 
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VALE MAYOR HOLDS RECEPTION 
FOR LOCAL REFEREES’ SOCIETY 



Iwan grapples 
with success! 


RHOOSE resident 
Iwan Baker was 
rewarded for 

switching to the 
lower 69kg class at 
the recent Apsull 
International 
Wrestling Open 
with a silver medal. 

Arriving at the weigh- 
in at 69.65kg half an hour 
of jogging and skipping 
was required before he 
tipped the scales at the 
exact weight. 

Iwan, a 16 year old 
pupil at Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg, took the 


scalp of the British junior 
bronze medallist on the 
way to the final with the 
highlight of his day being 
a first round throw and 
pin combination. 

Competing in the 
under-18 category final 
against a vastly more 
experienced opponent 
proved a step too far but 
silver in this international 
competition is a fine 
achievement and Iwan 
will go into his next 
competition in Malta as 
part of the Welsh team 
with great confidence. 

RB 


Llansannor Primary 
school pupils win 
Cardiff pool gala 


THREE hundred young 
swimmers from seven primary 
schools in south Wales took 
part in a special gala hosted 
by Cardiff International Pool. 

Split into 25 teams, the year-5 and 
6 pupils from the Vale and Cardiff 
enjoyed a series of fun relays 
ranging from front crawl and 
backstroke to woggle and body 
board races. 

“The day was a huge success. The 
children had a lot of fun and we 
hope it’s encouraged them to 
continue to swim and develop their 


ability,” said Darren Phillips, centre 
manager of Cardiff International 
Pool, which is operated by Parkwood 
Leisure on behalf of Cardiff City 
Council. 

Every participant went home with 
a swim goody bag while the winning 
team, Llansannor Primary School, 
won a trophy and free return trip to 
the leisure pool for the whole school. 

Support for the event was 
provided by Cardiff City Council, 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, Swim 
Wales, and construction company 
Kier. 


DURING the term 
of his office, the 
Mayor of the Vale 
of Glamorgan, is 
patron to the Vale 
of Glamorgan 
Referees’ Society. 

Coun Howard 
Hamilton hosted a 
reception for members 
of the society and was 
entertained with their 
stories on the life of a 
referee. 

He said: “It was an 
interesting evening and 
I enjoyed hearing 
about the decisions the 
referees have to make 
and situations they 
have to manage. 

“I was impressed 
with their 

professionalism and 
their commitment to 
encourage younger 
members of their 
society.” 

The Vale of 
Glamorgan Referees’ 
Society, which is 
sponsored by RIM 
Motors, meets on the 
second Monday of each 
month between August 
and May at Cadoxton 
Conservative Club, 
Barry. 

For further 

information, contact the 
secretary Terry Allday 
on: 

vogrs @hotmail.co .uk. 


Ladies are up 
for the Cup! 


DINAS ladies 
entertained Goytre 
from Port Talbot at 
Bryn Y Don on 
Sunday in an 
enthralling cup 
match. 

The home side started 
brightly with the ladies 
getting the ball down and 
playing their passing 
game. Goytre were a 
threat early on with their 
pacey wide players but 
the villagers were very 
alert to the dangers. 

The home side opened 
the scoring when Laura 
Lewis finished off a great 
move; Rachel Harold the 
Dinas keeper rolled the 
ball out to Emma 
Thompson who carried 
the ball 30 yards to 
release wing back 
Brooke Howells, who put 
Lewis clear. Dinas then 
moved up the gears and 
moments later Leanne 
Pattemore stroked the 
ball home from 15 yards. 

The home side looked 
worthy of their lead as 
they moved the ball 
around the pitch and 
showed the importance 
of training. 

As halftime 

approached Dinas were 
guilty of over playing the 
ball in dangerous areas 
and the Goytre 
midfielder pulled a goal 
back with a piledriver, 
giving Harold little 
chance. 

The instructions at the 
break were very simple - 
keep playing the right 
way, get on the ball, use 
minimal touches and 
earn the right to play. 


The second half saw 
the villagers blow the 
visitors away in the 
opening 15 minutes as 
two well worked goals 
from Emily Gillard and 
Lewis put the game to 
bed. 

The defence of 
Thompson, Ellison, and 
Beddoe had a solid 
match and always looked 
to start attacks off time 
and time again. Gillard 
seems to have found her 
position, allowing 
Saunders and Pattemore 
a platform to play off. 

The midfield three 
looked very composed 
on the ball, keeping 
possession very well for 
long periods and all 
looking to get on the 
scoresheet. 

Pushing Tracey White 
further up the pitch was 
vital as her strength and 
presence was a major 
part in getting the ball to 
stick through the attacks. 

The lively Lewis was 
a pain for the visiting 
defenders, while 

Swedish signing Ellen 
Samelius had a very 
impressive debut at left 
wing back as her and 
right wing back Brooke 
Howells destroyed the 
opposition full backs. 

Substitutes Jodi 
Bowles, Rhianne Booth 
and Danielle Speight 
were introduced in the 
second half and all 
continued the team’s fine 
football. 

Well done ladies and a 
big thank to Radis son 
Blu for sponsoring the 
ladies; final score 4-1 to 
Dinas Powys. LS 


;* DRIVE AWAY 
: FROM £99 
V DEPOSIT .. 


14 PLATES CORSA 1.2 EXCITE 3DR 
UNDER 2.000 MILES 

• Air Con 

• Alloys 

• Bluetooth 

• Elec pac 


MANAGER’S 

SPECIAL 





: FINANCE * 
i AVAILABLE 



NOW £7999 


09 PLATE CITROEN C3 
PICASSO 1.6HDIVTR PLUS 5DR 


OVER 500 AMAZING CARS TO CHOOSE FROM IN OUR INDOOR SHOWROOM 

THIS MONTH ONLY 

EVERY 
USED CAR 


MANAGER’S 

SPECIAL 


64 PLATE CORSA 1.2 SXI SDR 
PRE-REGISTERED DELIVERY MILES ONLY 




• Alloys 

• Cruise control 

• Sport seats 

• Elec pac 

• R.C.L 


NOW£8499 


Up to 70.6 MPG 
Group 4 
Insurance 



. . - 


N0W£5g99 


OVER 150 CARS TO first come,'' 
BE SOLD THIS MONTH \ FIRST SERVEDI 


64 PLATE VAUXHALLAGILA1.0S SDR 
PRE-REGISTERED DELIVERY MILES ONLY 

• Up to 67.3 MPG j 

• Group 10 


FROM 


CAR OF THE MONTH £6999 


FRF Bridgend 

visit us at WWW. frfmotors, com 


WESTERN AVENUE, BRIDGEND IND EST. BRIDGEND 
SAT NAV USERS CF31 3RT 

Sale Hotline 08448 463 668 


Network, 


The best place for used Vauxhalls 




LOW RATE FINANCE • PART EXCHANGE WELCOME • CASHBACK AVAILABLE • OUTSTANDING SELECTED FINANCE OFFERED 
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CHRISTMAS 

HAS COME EARLY 

AT FRF TOYOTA 





REPRESENTATIVE 

Finance available on selected cars 

BUY NOW & PAY NOTHING UNTIL 2015 



ON SELECTED VEHICLES 


UL/ITH EVERY USED CAR VUE GIVE YOU... 

FREE FUEL ON SELECTED VEHICLES • FREE 12 MONTHS' AA ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE* 

FREE MINIMUM 12 MONTHS' WARRANTY* • FREE 6 MONTHS' SERVICE* 

FREE MOT FOR LIFE* • OVER 150 CARS IN STOCK 


FRF Toyota Used Cars 

Tondu Road, Bridgend, 

Mid Glamorgan CF314LH 

01656 646646 


Next to 
' Bridgend RFC ' 
^|^e'‘yFie^ 



SCAN HERE WITH YOUR SMART 
I PHONE TO VIEW OUR USED CAR | 
OFFERS ON OUR WEBSITE 



-—I 


MORE FRF TOYOTA USED 
CAR OFFERS ONLINE 


__ -re details. tO% APR Representative available through Toyota 

incial Services <UK> PLC; registered office Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, Surrey, KT18 5UZ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to status to over 18s. Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction aiith 
this offer. Toyota Centres are independent of Toyota Financial Services. Terms and conditions apply. Affordable finance through AccessToyota. (GFV) Guaranteed Future Value. Finance subject to status, (Over 18’s only), A guarantee may be required. U/ritten quotations available on request. 
Models shoujn are for illustration purposes only. *Terms and conditions apply. "Buy noui Pay 2015 offer available on selected cars ujhen taking out a Hire Purchase agreement through FRF Toyota, first payment ujill commence January 2015. 


uiuiui.frftoyota.co.uk 
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• NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 


JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK. 



10 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 TR 5-Dr 

In electric blue, 31,000 miles, 1 owner 

£6,495 



10 BMW 120 Diesel M-Sport 
Coupe. In Silver with red leather, 
21,000 miles, very desirable. 

£14,695 



Type 2.1 ' 

In met blue with cream leather, 75,000 miles 

£2,495 



11 JAGUAR XK 5.0 V8 Convertible 

Silver, Black Hood, Black/Cream Leather, 
25,000 miles, 1 owner 

£34,995 


61 PORSCHE 3.4S Cayman 'Black 
Edition' No336 of only 500 manufactured 

20,000 miles with sat nav, full leather, very 
quick, 325 bhp, Cayman 'R' engine 

£35,995 


61 PORSCHE 3.4S Cayman ‘Black Edition’ No336 of 

oniy 500 manufactured) 20,000 miles with sat nav, full 
leather, very quick, 325 bhp. Cayman ‘R’ engine, this 
car is special. £35,995 

11 JAGUAR XK 5.0 V8 Convertibie In silver, black hood, 
black/cream leather, 25,000 miles, 1 owner . .£34,995 

08 LAND ROVER Discovery 3 2.7 Diesei HSE, 

Automatic, 7-Seater. Silver with black leather, 58,000 
miles, sat-nav, tv, steps, fully colour coded . . .£19,995 

10 BMW 120 Diesel M-Sport Coupe. In silver with red 
leather, 21,000 miles, very desirable.£14,695 

62 VOLVO C30 R-Design D3 2.0 Diesel (150) In white 
with black leather, 28,000 miles, 1 owner . . . .£13,995 

89 LOTUS Espirit 2.2 In white with navy leather, 33,000 
miles, 25 year old sports car.£11,995 

62 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 3-Dr In silver, 9,000 miles, a/c 
alloys.£8,495 

12 CiTROEN C3 Picasso 1.6 Diesel VTR-i- In silver, with 

sat/nav, alloys etc.£7,995 



RENAULT Clio Dynamique 1.2 Estate 

60,000 miles with a/c, alloys . 


FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr In met-blue, 61,000 miles 

with a/c etc .£4,995 

HYUNDAi i130 Style 2.0 Diesel 5-Dr In silver, 72,000 

miles, nice example .£4,995 

MINI Cooper In black (chilli pack), 17” alloys, host of 

extras .£4,995 

BMW 330 Diesel Sport Touring Auto In silver with 

grey leather, nice example at .£4,995 

MiNi One ‘Seven Edition’. In met-red, 73,000 miles, 
alloys, a/c etc.£4,795 


56 SUBARU TriBeca B9 Automatic 3.0 Litre 7-Seater 
4x4 In met grey with grey leather 58,000 miles £7,495 

10 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 TR 5-Dr. In electric blue, 31,000 

miles, 1 owner .£6,495 

10 FiAT 500 1.4 Lounge In red, 40,000 miles, 1 owner, 

very stylish .£6,495 

59 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr In silver, 36,000 miles 

.£6,495 

61 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-Dr In black, 35,000 miles, 

alloys etc.£5,995 

10 SEAT ibiza 1 .4TDi Diesel ‘S’. In red, 64,000 miles, £30 

road tax.£5,995 

10 PEUGEOT 308 ‘S’ 1.6 Auto 5-Dr In silver 31,000, 

miles, a/c, c/d etc.£5,995 

59 SKODA Octavia 1.9 Diesel SE Estate. In silver, 

75,000 miles, nice example.£5,995 

09 MAZDA 2 Sport 1.5 3-Dr. In black, 46,000 miles, c/d, 
a/c, alloys, 1 owner .£5,995 

58 CITROEN C5 2.0 VTR-i- Auto. In met blue, 39,000 

miles, fantastic value at .£5,995 

57 MERCEDES C180K Coupe ‘Sport Edition’ Auto In 

blue-black metallic, 80,000 miles .£5,995 

10 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. In electric blue, 
49,000 mile family hatch .£5,695 

59 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Extreme 3-Dr In black, 36,000 

miles, low insurance . £5,695 


58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 3-Dr. In black, 64,000 miles 

with parking sensor .£5,495 

08 NISSAN Note 1.4 Acenta. In electric blue, 39,000 

miles, alloys, a/c, c/d .£5,495 

08 SKODA FAbia 3 TDi 1.9 Estate. In met grey, 71,000 

miles .£5,495 

08 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 Diesel Automatic Exclusive. 

In met blue, 61,000 mile 7 seater .£5,495 

08 VW Golf 1.4 ‘S’ 5-Dr In met blue, 79,000 miles, a/c etc, 

ideal family hatch at.£5,495 

08 TOYOTA Yaris 1.4 Diesel SR D4D 5-Dr In met grey, 

71,000 miles, sat-nav, 1 owner .£5,495 

12 FIAT Panda 1.2 Active 5-Dr. In white, 26,000 miles, 1 

owner, £30 road tax.£4,995 

10 SMART Fortwo Pulse MHD Auto In black, a/c, alloys, 

£20 road tax, 19,000 miles.£4,995 

10 SMART Fortwo Pulse MHD 1.0 Convertible In black, 

31,000 miles, £20 road tax.£4,995 

09 FORD Focus 1 .6 Zetec 5-Dr In met blue, 75,000 miles, 

ideal family hatch .£4,995 

09 


Ran 


60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-Dr In red, 59,000 miles, 1 

owner .£4,995 

10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-Dr In white 71,000 miles 

with privacy glass, alloys, cd .£4,995 

10 TOYOTA Aygo “Blue” 1.0 VVTi 5-Dr In electric blue, 

42,000 miles, £20 road tax .£4,995 

09 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Diesel ‘S’ 5-Dr In silver, 63,000 

miles, low road tax .£4,995 

09 



62 VOLVO C30 R-Design D3 
2.0 Diesel (150) 

White with black leather, 28,000 miles, 1 owner 

£13,995 


FORD Focus 1.8 Zetec 5-Dr. In ice blue, 47,000 miles 

with a/c.£4,395 

TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 TR 5-Dr In black, 64,000 miles, a/c 

alloys.£4,295 

MINI Cooper. In electric blue/black roof, nice 

specification, good looking mini at.£4,295 

CITROEN C3 Rhythm 1.4. In ice blue, 49,000 miles, 
a/c, c/d . £3,995 



VW Golf 2.0 GT 5-Dr FSi. In silver, 84,000 miles, very 

nice example at .£3,995 

MINI One In red, 87,000 miles with panroof, bodykit, 

alloys etc, good looking Mini .£3,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 Diesel Life 5-Dr In white with 

a/c, £30 road tax .£3,795 

PEUGEOT 107 Urban 5-Dr In silver, 37,000 miles with 

c/I, e/w, £20 road tax, low insurance.£3,695 

CITROEN Cl Vibe 1.0 3-Dr In red, 41,000 miles, £20 

road tax .£3,695 

VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6 Club 7-Seater In black, 89,000 

miles .£3,695 

LEXUS iS 200 SE 6-Speed. In silver with black leather, 

heated seats, 94,000 miles, 2 owners.£3,695 

CHEVROLET Aveo 1.2 S 3-Dr In black full leather trim, 

46,000 miles.£3,495 

VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8 SRi 5-Dr In silver, 68,000 mile 
family hatch . £3,495 
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10 FIAT 1.4 Lounge 

In red, 44,000 miles, 1 owner, very stylish 

£6,795 



56 SUBARU TriBeca B9 
Automatic 3.0 Litre 7 seater 4x4 

Met grey with grey leather, 58,000 miles 

£7,495 


FORD Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Zetec. In silver, low mileage 

example at .£3,495 

TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 Colour Correction 3-Dr In black, 

64,000 miles, low insurance.£3,495 

VAUXHALL Vectra 2.8 V6 Elite Auto. Silver, black 
leather, 73,000 miles, top Vauxhall at .£3,295 


FORD KA Luxury In silver with black leather, 37,000 

miles, a/c alloys .£2,795 

FORD Ka 1.3 Zetec Climate. In black, 33,000 miles 

with a/c, alloys etc .£2,695 

MITSUBISHI Colt 1.1 CZi 5-Dr. In black, 54,000 miles 

a/c etc.£2,995 

CITROEN Picasso 2.0 HDi Desire In silver, 68,000 

miles, family diesel hatch.£2,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertable In 

silver, 84,000 miles .£2,795 

SMART City Passion Auto. In silver, 68,000 miles, low 

road tax, host of extras.£2,695 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 Diesel Active 3-Dr. In silver, 

36,000 miles, low road tax.£2,695 

RENAULT Laguna 2.0 Expression Estate In black, 

76,000 miles.£2,495 

FORD Focus 1.6 Flight 5-Dr. In blue, 84,000 miles . . 

.£2,495 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Life Twin Port 3-Dr In silver, 

48,000 miles, low insurance .£2,495 

VAUXHALL Meriva 1.6 Design In met blue, 64,000 

miles.£2,495 

JAGUAR X-Type 2.1 V6 SE In met blue with cream 
leather, 75,000 miles .£2,495 


RENAULT Scenic 2.0 Dynamique In met blue, 76,000 
miles, on offer at.£1,995 



10 SMART Fortwo Pulse MHD 
Convertible 

Black, 31,000 miles, £20 road tax 

£4,995 



12 CITROEN C3 Picasso 1.6 
Diesel VTR+ 

In silver with sat-nav, alloys etc 

£7,995 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAIIABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 







MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Club celebrates 
president Tom’s 
90th birthday! 


IT was a momentous evening 
at Cowbridge RFC last Friday 
as the great, the good and 
many others, gathered to 
celebrate president Tom 
Mainwaring's forthcoming 
90th birthday. 


Tom will also famously be 
remembered by many as one of the 
founders of the mini-rugby section, all 
the while supported by his wonderful 
wife Nora. 

Once Richard had finished Tom 
took to the floor with some great 
reminiscences that entertained 


The club was packed with players everyone. Chairman John Griffiths 
and members past and present, thanked Tom and invited all to join in 
indicating Tom's popularity and buffet. 

influence over the years. ^ great night was had and it was a 

Once all had been called to order, able to be with 

club stalwart Richard Killick gave a Tom on his special occasion. Thanks to 
extremely well rese^ched resume of contributed to making 

Tom s past. Born in Taibach Tom had ^ 

an illustrious rugby career playing for ® . .. , 

Maesteg including a Welsh trial p. , a ^ u ^ • 

playing with the Probables in 1947, Richard Kilhck who, along with Brian 
Aberavon, London Welsh and three 0^®“, spent hours with Tom putting 
games for Cowbridge. together the presentation of Tom s life - 

Moving to London in 1950, Tom done all. 
returned to south Wales in 1960 and There are no games for the club this 
moved to Cowbridge in 1964, starting weekend as the autumn internationals 
a long association with the club that continue with the All Blacks this 
continues to this day. Over the years he Saturday; those not able to go to the 
has been coach, committee member, game are welcome to watch the 
long- serving treasurer, and, to this day, spectacle at the club, 
president. RV/RK 


SISTERS ON 
THE RUN! 



LLANTWIT MAJOR Comprehensive 
Sisters Erin (year 13) and Alisha (year 9) 
Hayes have both been selected to run for 
south Wales in the Welsh Regional cross 
country championships to be held in Builth 
Wells on Saturday, December 14; both girls 
run locally for Bridgend AC. 

CH 


Llantwit Major under-10s pushed 


LAST Sunday 
Llantwit under-10s 
welcomed 
Porthcawl to play. 
The match was one 
of 


start, making Llantwit’s most of the ball at the attacking hard and it took had the last say of the 
defence really wake up. breakdown, but it was some fantastic tackles match with two well- 
It took some hard work only through the sheer from Corey, Josh and worked tries, bringing 
from all the team to open determination of Sam H to stop them. the final score to 8-6 to 

up the field enough for Llantwit’s defence that Llantwit were starting Llantwit. Thanks to 
Corey to break through Porthcawl didn't cross to get their game Porthcawl for the best 
the toughest, to score his first try of the the try line a few more together, opening up the match we’ve had so far! 


most nail-biting 
matches Llantwit 
have been involved 
in so far this season! 

Porthcawl were strong 


and fast. They were on ^jth Porthcawl winning 
the ball quickly from the 


Llantwit 
under-7s 
beaten by 
Porthcawl 


match. Porthcawl were times. field enough for Corey to Try scorers: Corey (3) 

quick to respond with After a nailbiting few dive over the line to score Sam A ('41 and Josh ('ll 

some great tackles and minutes of play, the ball two hard earned tries. Man nf ttip mntrh-rnrpv 

ran over to score their ^^s passed out to Sam A The last 10 minutes of 
fir^ try. ^ fantastic try, play were nerve 

followed by a quick turn wracking to say the least! 

over ball and Sam A's Porthcawl were hitting 
second try of the match, hard, and with some 
Porthcawl were great team play they 
chasing everything, and pushed over the 
up on play quickly, and twice 


The play was scrappy. 


- for an awesome effort, 
and scoring three 
fantastic tries. 

Squad: Corey 

Laugher, Iwan Thomas, 
Tine Price, Cristian 

Parry, Tom Roberts, Sam 


m 


LLANTWIT Major 

under-7s outstanding six 

tries! Other scores came 
from Oliver Ingram (1), 
Bleddyn Mitchem (1), 
Jos Boumer (3), Tomos 
Davies (3), Aaron Moce 
(1), Dylan Godsell (3), 
Joel Harris (2), Kyle 
Pagano (3) and Bleddyn 

teams Daw (2). 

The Llantwit coaches 


through their great Llantwit responded by ^i^^^nder, Logan Pike, 
passing they pushed over getting the ball out to Dylan Wright, Jamie 
the line to score again. Sam A on the wing again Jenkins, Rhys Davies, 
At the restart, Sam A and he was able to run in Oily Williams, Sam 
took a quick pass out, another fantastic try. This Harry, Josh Wakeham, 
and with another was followed by a Robert Jones, Jack 
trademark run down the fantastic effort from Josh Evans, Gabriel Lilford 
outside, he scored his to get over the line. and Noah Ridgeway. 
day was Thomas Collins Porthcawl were It was Porthcawl who SR 


w e 1 c o 
Porthcawl 
Sunday in 
u n f a m i 1 


e d 
on 
the 
a r 


surroundings of the 
Comprehensive 
School. 

With both 

having great numbers it , , , , 

was decided to play two the player of the 

games at once to ensure certificates to the 

they all had maximum 2!,° “‘’"“SI,?" SSa 
game time. 

Both teams 
exceptionally 


Evan Boult and 
started Maverick Jennings. 
Neither managed to get 
mnnfngln Ihe tries and on the score sheet but led 
holding Porthcawl out by example both with 


with great tagging. The 
first games ended with a 


ball in hand and their 
defensive tagging - well 


6-4 win and a 8-11 loss, done! 

With their confidence up This week the team 
the teams entered the make the short journey to 
second games hoping to local rivals Barry. 


rack up the tries. 

In another closely Dylan, 
contested game on the Harris, 


Team: Aaron Moce, 
Godsell, Joel 
Kyle Pagano, 


top pitch the team Bleddyn Daw, Ifan 
narrowly lost 6-7 at the Lovejoy, Lloyd Morgan, 


final whistle. The team Evan Boult, 
on the bottom pitch didn't Ingram, 
fare so well with quite a Mitchem, 
few missed tags allowing Collins, 
Porthcawl to run in tries Tomos 
at will, ending 5-10 


Oliver 
Bleddyn 
Thomas 
Jos Bourner, 
Davies, Norah 
Grijfiths, Maverick 


Overall, Llantwit lost 25- Jennings and Theo 


32. 


Top try scorer on the 


Elsenburg. 


IG 


The Cowbridge 
darts round-up 


ON Tuesday November 11, a 
full round of league matches 
were played. 

The Llanharry Workings Men Club 
strengthened their lead at the top of the 
table with a 7-2 win at the Farmers 
Arms. The race for second spot is now 
very close with the Edmondes B 
closing the gap to the Highwayman Inn 
by defeating the Old Post ladies 8-1 
while the Highwayman Inn only won 
6-3 against the Edmondes C. 

The other match, played at the Hare 
and Hounds, was very close, going 
down to the very last throw, with an 
out by Trevor Morgan sealing the 
victory for the Edmondes A by a score 
of 5-4. It was night of excellent darts 
with Rhys Jurys finishing a leg in 11 
darts and Sally McCaver recording a 
92 three-dart average. 

Present league standings after seven 
matches, are: Llanharry (50 points). 
Highwayman Inn and Edmondes B 


(37), Edmondes A (34), Hare and 
Hounds (30), Edmondes C (25), 
Earmer’s Arms (22) and Old Post 
Ladies (15). 

Next week, Tuesday, November 25, 
the Hare and Hounds will host the 
semi-finals and the final of the Mixed 
Doubles. 

The semi-final line-up is Trevor 
Morgan and Sue Morgan (Edmondes 
A) versus Mark Dowling and Daisey 
Repke (Edmondes C) and Pam Adams 
and Tony Fox (Farmers Arms) versus 
Steve Simmonite and Ann Daily 
(Edmondes A). Matches start at 
8.15pm and spectators are welcome. 

Note all teams can register new 
players until the New Year so if you 
wish to play darts this season get in 
touch. 

Eor further information e-mail Paul 
at cowbridgedarts@gmail.com, up-to- 
date information can be found on the 
website: www.darts.apsn.co.uk. 

PJT 


Petanque competition 


FOLLOWING the 
success of the 
charity petanque 
competition in 
September when 
£150 was raised to 
be divided between 
College Fields 
Nursing Home and 
Marie Curie, it has 
been decided to hold 
another event on 
Sunday, November 
23, with registration 
at 1.30pm for a 2pm 
start. 


competing at the same in discovering the world 
time may be of petanque, we will give 
accommodated. a run-down of the basic 

The format will some tips on 

depend on the number of 
players that emerge^as 

considerations. Entry fee beginner to 

will £2 per player minimal experience level 
(includes a raffle strip), and welcome newcomers 
The raffle money will go to join in the fun. 
towards Llancarfan If you are interested 
Society funds with the please contact Phil Watts 
remaining proceeds (01446 411249) or Russ 


Watts (07779 157407 


towards petanque prizes. 

Drinks will be 

available by donation or , , 

attendees are welcome to russ.wam@btopenworld 


bring their own food 

Play will take place and/or drink, 
until late afternoon at the If you haven’t played in advance. 
Llancarfan piste (near the before and are interested 
foot of school hill) until 
light curtails 

proceedings! Vehicle 
parking is available to 
the rear of The Fox and 
Hounds P.H. with a 
footway skirting the 
village church to meet up 
with the road near the 
foot of school hill. 

A draw of players will 
be made into teams of 
three - no-one turned 
away! Four teams 


.com) for further 
information or to register 


RW 


Bridge results 

RESULTS for the Vale of Glamorgan 
bridge club for the last two weeks: 

November 10 (Children in Need Sims) - 1st Tony 
Howarth & Kevin Maddox 70.63%, 2nd Marjorie 
Morris & Linda Pinnock 62.92%, 3rd Tony Ratcliff 
& Trish Tracy 62.29%. 

November 17 - 1st Julia Evans & Graham Norris 
64.88%, 2nd Vida Halford & Glyn Williams 
62.20%, 3rd John Henson & Geoff Tinkler 58.93%. 

LE 


FINANCE CAN BE ARRANGED TO 
MELT VOUH BUSINESS REQUIREMENTS 
AtSO ar NEWPORT - CARDIFF - SAIANSEA 


.MTOtlSN^CXO. Ulc 


2014 PEUGEOT Boxer 
HDi L4H2 Professional 




CTC 

Whitll-e Ro^ 
Leckv^tlh Ind Est. 
CAKU l-P 
CFII 8AT 


2014ISUZU D-MAX 
Utah Vision Auto 


2014 PEUGEOT Boxer 
HDi L3H2 Professional 



2014ISUZU D-MAX 
Yukon Twin Turbo 


2014 FIAT Doblo 
1.3 Multijet 90hp Tecno 


2013 CITROEN Berlingo 
1.6 HDi 



Contact Paul Lewis ( 07811 255417 ( 029 20 367883 
E-Mail : paullewis@wattstvc.co.uk 

Finance Lease Figures Based on 3+48 withTerminai Rentai at the End of Agreement • Finance Subject to Status 
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YOUR DEFINITIVE SPORTS ROUND-UP 

Send your match reports, news and other items of interest to: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk 



Impressive draw 
in Belgium may 
be the catalyst for 
Euro qualification 


W HEN an under¬ 
strength Wales side 
picked up a point in 
the final game of the 2014 
World Cup qualifiers in 
October last year, against a 
Belgium side already 
heading for Brazil, it was an 
impressive result, albeit in a 
game that was a dead 
rubber, with the Belgians on 
their way to the World Cup 
and Wales heading for the 
ignominy of finishing second 
from bottom in the group. 

Fast forward 13 months, and the 
two teams met again - but this time 
in vastly different circumstances. 
The Belgians, having taken four 
points from their opening two 
games, were looking for a victory 
that would push them further up 
Group B in the battle to qualify for 
Euro 2016, while Wales were 
looking to consolidate, two wins 
and a draw from their opening three 
games seeing them top the pile. 

Over the ensuing 90 minutes, 
Wales battled hard, the first half 
dominance of the Belgians giving 
way to a slightly more even second 
half with Belgium having more 
control of the game. 

When the final whistle went, the 
scoreline was different from last 
time, 0-0 rather than 1-1, but the 


result the same, a draw that, at least 
for a few hours, kept the Welsh top 
of Group B before Israel’s 3-0 win 
over Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

So what to read into this result 
for a Welsh team, dare I say it, 
starting to live up to their potential? 
Well it was their most impressive 
performance yet in the group, one 
that showed that they could contain 
a Belgium side ranked fourth in the 
world while looking capable of 
grabbing something on the break, 
the pace of Gareth Bale always a 
threat against a defence that, sans 
Vincent Kompany, didn’t look the 
most secure. 

It was also another vindication of 
Chris Coleman who, having taken 
his time to win over hearts and 
minds, has started to show some 
tactical nous and belief in his squad 
to get results. 

The key to any qualification 
dream is to win your home games, 
and having dropped two points 
against the aforementioned 
Bosnians (a result looking more and 
more like a missed opportunity), 
you feel Wales can’t afford any 
more slip-ups at home, while 
avoiding defeat on their travels. 

Do that and there is every chance 
that Wales will break their major 
tournament hoodoo - then we can 
maybe start dreaming of the holy 
grail that is the World Cup in 
Russia 2018... 

_ GARETH JAMIESO^ 


LNC FLOOR COVERINGS LTD 

COMMEim&DOAAESTICFlOOM^^ 


Unit 10, 

Palmerston 
Workshops, 

Bany CF63 2YZ 

(NEAR VFM MEAT SUPPLIES) 

K PREPARE YOUR M 
HOME FOR CHRISTMAS 


Showroom Open 
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 
Saturday 9am - 1 pm 

WE ARE HAPPY TO OPEN 
OUT OF HOURS ON REQUEST 


with flooring for every 
room in your home! 
Carpets starting from £4.99sqm 
1000s to choose from 
to suit all budgets 

Laminates & Wood, 
Vinyl & Vinyl Tiles. 

Follow us on 
Twitter @lncfloors 


FRE| ESTIMATES 
GUAI^ANTEED FOR 
FITTING BEFORE \ 
. CHRISTMAS 


Tel; 01446 327577107973 709103 
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After the poor showing against Fiji, 
it’s back to the tried and trusted... 

"All Blacks come 
fully loaded’ 
Gatland warns 
his Welsh troops 

I BACK PAGE COMMENT by Don John 


O NCE UPON A TIME, 
Fijians were rather 
patronisingly applauded 
by rugby’s global elite for a 
care-free, uninhibited 
approach that made the 
Islanders formidable Sevens 
exponents, but which, it was 
said, could never transfer to 
the more serious demands of 
the 15-man game. 

Now all that is slowly changing in 
a professional era that sees more and 
more South Sea Islanders join the 
ranks of top class clubs around the 
world — as was shown in the Fijian 
line-up against Wales at the 
Millennium Stadium on Saturday - 
with illustrious names like Stade 
Francais, Wellington, Crusaders, 
Leicester Tigers and Ospreys, 
liberally scattered through the squad 
listed in the match day programme. 

That fact alone should have been 
warning enough to the Welsh squad 
that they were not to be taken 
lightly. 

Even so, despite sweeping changes 
to the team that narrowly lost (28- 
33) to Australia the week before, a 
decisive home result was to be 
expected in a must-win game against 
next year’s Rugby World Cup 
opponents, in order to maintain vital 
momentum for the two much bigger 
autumn tests to follow. 

Yes, there had been some close 
outcomes in the previous nine 
clashes (seven of which Wales had 
won) and no-one will ever forget 
that Fiji had defeated Wales 38-34 in 
the 2007 World Cup - but the Welsh 
camp expected to comfortably see 
off the hastily-assembled Islanders’ 
spirited but limited challenge, and 
clear the decks for the real action 
against world champions New 
Zealand. 

Instead, the script went badly 
wrong, derailing the impetus gained 
from the previous week’s combative 
performance against the Wallabies 
and setting off alarm bells - as an 
inept display against a team reduced 
to 14 men saw Wales counting 
themselves extremely lucky to 
squeak home by a four-point margin 
(17-13) at the end. 

It began with a Welsh fumble from 
the kick-off, which was fortunately 
rescued and then George North 
raised the hopes of 61,000-plus 


supporters by opening the scoring 
with a very well-executed try, which 
recalled outside half Rhys Priestland 
was unable to convert. 

Fellow wing Alex Cuthbert 
followed suit with a second 
unconverted try in the corner, but 
Fiji’s giant centre Neman! Nadolo 
(who was to accumulate all of his 
side’s points), reduced the deficit to 
four with two penalties in quick 
succession, and failed with a third 
attempt, as all too familiar basic 
Welsh errors mounted, bringing 
groans around the ground. 

Then, with half time approaching, 
the Welsh eight redoubled their 
efforts and were rewarded with a 
penalty try. Priestland slotted over 
the simple conversion, to make the 
score 17-6 at the interval, after 
battling Fiji were awarded yet 
another penalty, which fortunately 
for Wales, was unsuccessful. 

If the drab first half spectacle was 
disappointing, the second half 
reached an even lower ebb, so much 
so that many among the massed 
ranks of spectators lost interest and 
decided to entertain themselves, with 
a series of Mexican waves cascading 
around the stadium. 

Meanwhile, Welsh frustration with 
Fijian spoiling tactics was mollified 
when a second yellow card reduced 
the visitors to 14 men for the 
remaining half hour. 

However, this did little to improve 
Welsh fortunes, not helped by some 
bizarre decisions by the match 
officials, when Wales had two 
seemingly legitimate tries 
disallowed - one set up by the 
deserved man-of-the-match, Liam 
Williams. 

Welsh woes were worsened when 
once again, just as in the match 
against Australia, and with just 
minutes left on the clock, a carelessly 
misjudged pass in attack was 
intercepted. This time, it was the 
bulky Neman! Nadolo who was 
gifted an unchallenged opportunity 
to race almost the length of the field 
for a try which he converted himself, 
to make it 17-13. 

Fiji were still threatening as the 
final whistle sounded and Priestland 
thankfully brought what had 
become a sorry saga to an end by 
kicking the ball out of play. 

The grim expressions on the faces 
of the Welsh coaches at the post¬ 
match press conference told it all. 


with head coach Warren Gatland 
saying tersely: “/ am embarrassed by 
the display. We let the supporters 
down. It was a game we should have 
won...The strongest teams put these 
sides away..f'* 

He pointed to the high number of 
turnovers conceded and admitted to 
being "‘frustrated'’ by some of the 
officials’ decisions which didn’t help 
the flow of a game that had turned 
into a "‘"‘dogfight’. 

There is no doubt that Wales will 
need to step up more than a couple 
of gears if they are to have any hope 
at all of matching, let alone 
defeating, the all-conquering All 
Blacks - who rested most of their 
first choice players in the 24-16 win 
over Scotland at Edinburgh, in 
readiness for Cardiff. 

As Gatland warned: ""They 
will be ^^coming to the Millennium 
Stadium fully loaded on Saturday.'” 

Not surprising then, after last 
week’s dire display, that he has 
largely reverted to a tried and 
trusted line-up for this ultimate 
autumn challenge - even risking 
newly-recovered centre Jonathan 
Davies and Leigh Halfpenny (who 
replaces the unlucky Liam Williams 
at full back). 

Its good to see the hugely-gifted, 
but sadly under-used James Hook, 
back on the replacements bench and 
this time he will be hoping he actually 
gets a proper chance to play! 

WALES TEAM v 
NEW ZEALAND 
Leigh Halfpenny (Toulon), Alex 
Cuthbert (Blues), Jonathan Davies 
(Clermont Auvergne), Jamie 
Roberts (Racing Metro), George 
North (Northampton Saints), Dan 
Biggar (Ospreys), Rhys Webb 
(Ospreys); Paul James (Bath), 
Richard Hibbard (Gloucester), 
Samson Lee (Scarlets), Jake Ball 
(Scarlets), Alun Wyn Jones 
(Ospreys), Dan Lydiate 
(unattached), Sam Warburton 
(Blues, capt), Taulupe Faletau 
(Dragons). 

Replacements: 

Scott Baldwin (Ospreys), Nicky Smith 
(Ospreys), Rhodri Jones (Scarlets), 
Luke Charteris (Racing Metro), 

Justin Tipuric (Ospreys), Mike 
Phillips (Racing Metro), James Hook 
(Gloucester), Liam Williams 
(Scarlets). 


































